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Loi gidi thiéu

“Mét phu nit mudén viét vdn can phdi cé tién va mot cdn
phong cua riéng minh.”

Can phong r/eng - cudn tiéu luan cha Virginia Woolf, xuat
ban lan dau tién vao nam 1929 - da duoc khai trién tir luan
diém trén. Mot luan dlem mang mau sac duy vat va day khiéu
khich. Thang than, sic sdo, véi mét chat hai hudc kin dao, doé
la giong diéu chu dao cuia Can phong riéng.

Cudn sach mdng nay duoc hinh thanh tu loat bai thuyé't
trinh cua Virginia Woolf tai hai truong Newham College va
Girton College, hai trwvong cao dang danh cho phu nir tai Dai
hoc Cambridge, xoay quanh cht dé “Phu nir va tiéu thuyét’
nam 1928. Vao cai thdi phu nir muén vao thu vién cda trudng
dai hoc can phai cé thu gigi thiéu hodc ngudi c6 uy tin di
kém, nhirng luan diém cua Virginia Woolf thuc su cé tinh chat
cdng pha Ién. Cu6n sach khéng chi mé ta tinh thé cla cac nha
van nit ¢ thoi ky ma nguoi phu nir phai chap nhan nhiéu su
bat binh dang xa hoi, ciing khong don thuan lam nhiém vu
phé binh, danh gia lai vi tri cGa cac tiéu thuyét gia nit - nhirng
dai dién thuong bi xem 1a bd phan th& yéu cau thanh nén
dién mao cla nén van hoc Anh. N6 dit ra mét cau hdi then
chot: Liéu cdc nha vin nir cé thé sang tao nén nhitng tac
pham tam voc nhu cha Shakespeare khéng? D6 khong don
gian 12 mot cau hoi cé tinh chat gid dinh; né 1a mot dé nghi
thtr nhin nhan lai vai tro, vi tri va ndng luc cua phu nir trong
Viéc sang tao nen nhirng gia tri van hoéa cda nhan loai. De lam
duoc diéu doé, can phai thoat khdi nhitng dinh kién van duoc
xem la dwong nhién, tu nhién déi v&i ngudi phu nir.

Cdn phong riéng, bédi tinh chat dit van dé quan trong cla
no, da duoc xem nhu la cudn sach dau tién dat nén moéng cho
truvong phai phé binh nir quyén luan trong van hoc. Rong hon,



n6é duoc xem la mot trong nhirng cudn sach khoi ngudn cho
phong trao nir quyén von khaoi phat tir phuong Tay va ngay
cang c6 sirc lan toa rong rai, tréd thanh mot khuc ngoat van
hoa - khuc ngodt nit quyén (teminist turn), co thé néi nhu vay
- dé dung mot thuat ngir chi su thay d6i dong hinh nhan thirc
clla con ngudi trong tién trinh tv twdng. Puoc manh nha tir
cudi thé ky XIX - dau thé ky XX tai Anh va MY, nit quyén luan
day lén thanh trao luu gay duoc anh hudng va tac dong manh
mé bat dau tur thap nién 60 thé ky trudc. N6 dau tranh cho
quyén tuy do, binh dang cla nguoi phu nir, doi hdi mé ra mot
khong gian xa hoi rong 1én hon dé nguoi phu nit dugc can
du, dinh nghia lai vé ngudi phu nit, gidi cau tric nhirng biéu
twong dinh kién vé phu nit von thdng tri nhan thirc xa hoi...
C6 thé thay nhitng chd dé quan trong doé cla nit quyén luan
déu da duoc Virginia Woolf goi mé& trong cudn sach nay.

V|rg|n|a Woolf dwoc xem la mot trong sé nhiing tuong dai”
ky vi ciia van hoc hién dai chi nghia, bén canh tén tudi cla
nhirng James Joyce, Marcel Proust, Franz Kafka, William
Faulkner... Bang sy déc ddo va niém dam mé sang tao vO bo
bén, ban than cudc d&i va su nghiép cla Virginia Woolf da tra
16i cho cau hoi vé nang luc cha ngudi phu nir ma cuén sach
Can phong riéng da néu ra. N6 cho thay mot Virginia Woolf
khéng chi tdo bao trong tu tudng ma con hét sirc phong
khoang, ty do trong but phap khi lam mo di ranh gidi giltra
tiéu luan va hu cau, triét ly va tv suw. Pay 1a cuén sach dau tién
cua Virginia Woolf duoc dich sang tiéng Viét, cO y nghia nhu
mot chi dan dé tir d6 doc gla c6 thAm nhap vao thé gioi nghé
thuat phirc tap va nhiéu bi an cla ba trong cac kiét tac Vé phia
ngon hadi dang (To the Lighthouse), Ba Dalloway (Mrs
Dalloway), Nhitng con song (The Waves), Orlando, Can phong
cua_jacob (Jacob’s Room) ma hy vong mot ngay khéng xa ciing
sé duoc gigi thiéu voi doc gia Viet Nam.
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Chuwong mot

Nhung cac ban cé thé van hoi lai toi: “ching t6i yéu cau ba
noi chuyén vé phu nit va van hoc - chuyén do6 dinh dang gi
dén cin phong riéng tdy nao & day?” Téi sé c6 gidi thich diéu
nay cho cac ban ré. Khi cac ban yeu cau toi phat biéu vé phu
nir va van hoc, tdi ra ngodi bén bo song va bat dau suy nghlem
y nghia nhitng tir ngit d6. Ching cé thé chi gian di 1a mot vai

chd giai vé Fanny Bumeylll: thém vai diéu nira vé Jane

Austen[z], mot doan tuéng moé chi em nha Bronte[3] va buc
phac hoa khu glao duong Haworth nim dudi tuyét; doi ba

diéu minh triét néu cé thé vé Mltfordﬂ— modt am chi day

nguéng mo dén George Eliot!>!: doan nira nhic dén Gaskelll®!
va ta c6 thé ty bao thé€ 1a hoan tdt. Nhung néu nhin ki hon,
nhitng tir nglr d6 xem ra chang gian don nhu vdy. Nhan dé
phu nit va van hoc c6 thé cé nghia la - va cé thé chinh cac ban
mudn né cé y nghia nhu thé - phu nir va céi gi la phu ni;
hoac phu nitr va nhitng sang tac van hoc do ho V|et hoac phu
nir va nhung sang tac van hoc viét vé ho; hodc, bang cach nao
dé, ca ba y nghia trén pha trén lan nhau va cac ban muén toi
trinh bay dé tai tir goc do do. Nhung ngay khi téi thir tim hiéu
van dé bang con dudng nay, cé vé 1a con dudng thi vi nhat,
toi da nhanh chéng nhan thay né vuéng pha| tréd ngai kha
nghiém trong. Toi sé chang bao gio di dén k&t luan. Toi sé
khong thda man duoc yéu cau, theo chd toi hiéu, lam tron
bon phan trudc nhat cia nguoi thuyét gidng - dé 1a dem dén
cho céac ban, sau gi® hoc, khéi vang rong chan |i dé:tém lvoc
nhirng gi trén trang v& cla cac ban va dat né vinh vién trén bé
10 swdi. Tat ca nhitng gi téi c6 thé lam 13 gl dén cac ban
quan diém cla riéng minh dua trén mot diém nhd - dé 1a néu
viét van, ngum dan ba pha| co tién va mot cin phong riéng; va
nhu thé, cac ban sé thiy, van dé |&n noi ban chat chan thuc
cla nguoi dan ba va cta van hoc la khong c6 dap an. Toi da



khéng chu toan bon phan tim ra két luan cho hai tra van do -
phu nit va sang tac vin hoc, véi t6i, van la bé tac. Nhu’ng de
bd khuyét vao thi€u sét nay, toi sé c6 hét strc 1am nhitng gi toi
c6 thé dé trinh bay cho cac ban thdy do dau toéi c6 y nghi
ngudi dan ba mudn viét van phai cé tién va cin phong riéng.
Truwdc mat cac ban, toi sé trién khai triét dé, véi von lieng kha
niang cla minh, hanh trinh tv tudng ma tir d6 y nghi nay két
tinh trong t6i. C6 &, néu téi phoi tran nhirng y tudng, nhirng
dinh kién dang sau loi phat biéu, cac ban sé thay ching phan
nao chi phoi [én ngudi phu nit va |én sang tac van hoc. DU sao
chang nira, khi van dé gay nhiéu tranh cii - va bat ki cau hoi
nao vé phai tinh déu thé - ngudi ta chang thé nao hi vong noi
duoc het su that. Ngudi ta chi cé thé trinh bay quan diém ma
minh nam gir dinh hinh nhu thé nao. Ngum ta chi cé thé tao
co hoi cho thinh gia di dén két luan riéng cha minh trong ltc
twdng tan quan sat nhirng han ché, dinh kién, phong cach dic
trung cua ngudi néi chuyén. Sang tac van hoc & day nhu dung
chira sy that nhiéu hon la dir kién. Do d6, t6i xin dua ra dé
nghi, trong luc st dung tat ca su tw do va phéng tung cla ké
viét tiéu thuyét, toi sé ké cac ban nghe cau chuyén xay ra hai
ngay trudc khi téi dit chan dén day - cong minh bédi strc ning
cla dé tai cac ban dat Ién vai toi - tdi suy nghiém va &rng xir
vOi n6 nhu thé nao trong cuoc song thuong nhat. T6i khong
can noi rang nhitng gi téi sap miéu ta déu khéng hé hién hiru;

Oxbrldgeﬂ la mét gid tudng; Fernham ciing thé; “t6/" chi la
dinh danh wéc 1€ dung cho ké nao dé khong cé that. Tir doi
moi toi sé tudn ra nhirng 101 ngoa ngén, nhung co thé ciing cé
su that dau dé lan vao; chinh cac ban phai l1a ngudi biét tim
ki€ém dau 1a su that va tu quyét dinh c6 gi dang luu gilr lai
khéng. Khéng lam duwoc nhu thé, di nhién cac ban sé ném
toan bo cau chuyén vao sot rac va cho no di vao quén lang.

T6i ngdi day (goi toi la Mary Be ton, Mary Seton, Mary
Carmichael hay bat ki cdi tén nao ciing duoc - né chang phai
la vdn dé hé trong) bén bd séng cach day mét hai tuan gi dé,
trong tiét troi thang Mudi ém &, nhung dau 6c lai réi mu. Cai
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soi day trong c6 ma toéi nhac dén, phu nir va sang tac van hoc,
s can thiét phai di dén két luan cho dé tai gay khong biét bao
nhiéu dinh kién va dam mé, ghi dau toi xu6ng cham mat dat.
Bén phai, bén trdi noi t6éi ngoi, may bui cay chéi vang, tham
dd, ruc sac mau, hinh nhu ciing dang chay v&i nhiét luong
cua lra. Bo séng bén kia, nhirng cay lieu rii dang khoéc than,
toc ngang bo vai buong lirng. Mdt song phan chiéu bong hinh
goc troi xanh, cay cau bac ngang, vom cay chay do, va sau khi
anh sinh vién chéo con thuyen ludt qua vung bong hinh lung
linh d6, né déng lai nhu thé chang hé c¢é ai di qua. Tai day,
ngudi ta cé thé ngSi hang gi¢ dau 6c lan man nhiing y tuéng
khong dau. Y tudng - goi n6 bang cai tén cao cap hon la né
xtrng dang duoc nhan - bong sa xuong mat nudc. N6 dong
dua, phut nay qua phut khac, lic cho nay lic cho kia, luc gitra
viing sac hinh lung linh phan chiéu, luc noi dam cé dai, Itc té
nudc hat tung l€n, lac chim nghlm cho dén khi - cac ban biét
két qua cla su giang co nhu the sé ra sao roi - mot khoi y
tudng dot nhién bung v&: va roi hay than trong kéo no lai, khé
khang trai n6 ra? HGi 6i! Nam tren tham co, y tuong nay cua
t6i tréong nho bé, tam thudng xiét bao; moét loai cd ma ngu
dan thién nghé virt trd xuéng nudc dé né co thé 16n 1én va
ngay nao dé bé cong nau thanh moén an. Luc nay, toi sé khong
qudy ray cac ban véi y tudng dé lam gi, mic du néu can than
nhin ki, cac ban sé ty minh tim thay né gitra nhirng diéu toi
sap noi ra day.

Tuy bé nhd tdm thudng nhung né van an chira ban chat ki
bi clia rleng minh - gilr lai trong dau, ngay tuic khiac né trd
nén vo cung khich dong, va trong dai nira; trong khi no vut toi
vut lui, chép cho nay l6e cho kia, khong biét bao nhiéu y nghi
clr thé tudn tran ndo dong khién téi chang thé n90| yén. Thé
1a, tdi thay minh bang di that nhanh qua bai cd. Bong nhién,
c6 béng nguodi dan 6ng xuit hién chdn ding trudc mat toi.
Thoat tién, t6i chua nhan ra ci chi khoat tay cua con ngu’c‘ri ki
di mac ao khoac dudi tom va so mi lich sy danh cho cac bira
tiéc ay 1a nham vao minh. Guong mét 6ng ta 10 vé hoang hét
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va tlrc gian ghe godm. Ban nang ch khong pha| li 1é da giup
toi hiéu ra; ong ta la giam thj trong truong; con toi la dan ba.
DAy la tham cd xanh, dang kia 1a 16i di. Chi ¢4 cac giang su va
hoc gia méi duoc phép giam chan 1&én tham cd; con 16i di trai
soi la danh cho t6i. Nhitng y tu&ng do chay vut qua tri 6¢ toi.
Ngay khi tdi d6i huéng budc vé ph|a 16 di, hai canh tay 6ng
giam thi cung thu tha buodng xuong, sac mdt trd lai binh
thuong, va mac du di by trén co ém ai hon da sai, toi thay
chang viéc gi pha| lam to chuyen Loi kién cao duy nhat t6i co6
thé dem ra chéng d6i cac vi gidng su va hoc gia cta truong
dai hoc Ia dé bao vé thdm cd cta ho, mot chuyén khéng thay
doi sudt ba trdm nam nay, ho da khi€n con ca nho cda toi ldn
mat tam.

Gio day, t6i khong thé nao nhé néi y tudng gi di khién toi
ca gan vi pham diéu cam ki trong khuén vién truong nhu thé.
Long binh an nhu dam may ha the tr thién dang, bdi néu cé
Iong binh an & noi nao doé thi chac né phai ngu tri noi khoang
san ti giac cta Oxbridge mot budi sang thang Muoi dep troi.
Tan bd xuyén qua nhirng hoc vién, nhirng dinh thu c6 xua, cai
xU xi cUa thuc tai dudng nhu bay bién; than thé nhu duoc bao
phu bdi cai tu kinh ki diéu khong am thanh nao xuyén qua
ndi, va tam tri khdng bi nhiéu loan b&i bat ki su tac dong nao
cua thuc tai (ngoai trur nguoi ta Ia| vi pham giam chan lén bai
o), tu do an dinh voi bat ki suy nghiém nao hai hoa VOi thoi
khac luc d6. Tinh co, vai manh vun trong tri nh& vé vai bai
tiu ludn cii ndo do viét vé chuyén tré lai thim Oxbridge trong
ki nghi hé dai han khién tdi chanh nhé& dén Charles Lamb@ -
Saint Charles, Thackery@ noi, dat l1a thu cda Lamb Ién tran.
That thé, trong s6 nhitng ngudi di mat (y nghi nao dén véi
toi, t6i sé chia sé v&i cac ban), Lamb la mot trong nhiing
ngudi dong diéu nhat; ngudi ma ngudi ta cé thé héi, “Hay cho
toi biét cach nao 6ng viét duoc nhirng tiéu luan d6?” Bdi toi
cho 1a tiéu ludn cla 6ng con vuot tréi hon cd clia Max
Beerbohmﬂ vOi tat ca su toan bich, nhd cdi chép nhoang
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hoang dai cla tudng tuong, nhd thién tai nhu anh chép hién
16 ngay gilra cac tac pham, dé lai ti vét va sy bat toan, nhung
lai Iap lanh chat tho. The r0| cach day chung tram nam, Lamb
da vé Oxbridge. Chac chan ong c6 viét mot tiéu luan - toi
quén mat nhan dé bai viét - vé ban thao mot bai tho cla
Milton[11] ma 6ng tadn mit trong thdy ngay tai noi day. Co 1&
do la bai LyCIdas[lz] va Lamb viét 6ng da bi soc nhu thé nao
khi nghi c6 thé nao mdi tir trong bai tho, bat ki tir nao, cé kha
niang 1a mot tir khac hay khéng. Y tudng Milton bién héa tu
nglt trong bai tho, vd&i 6ng, gidng nhu hanh déng pham
thuong. Dleu nay khién téi nho toi cling hay giai khuay vOi bai
Lycidas bang cach doan tir nao cé thé bi Milton stra déi va tai
sao. Roi t6i nhé& thém diéu nita la chinh ban thao bai tho do,
ban Lamb tan mat nhin thdy, nam cach day chi vai tram thudc,
ngudi ta c6 thé di theo budc chan cla Lamb bang ngang
khoang san tu glac dé vao cdi thu vién danh tiéng noi tang trir
bao vat quy gia do. Hon nira, t6i cling nhd thém, trong luc toi
chuan bi thuc hién ké hoach nay, ciing chinh tai thu vién nay

lwu trir ban thao tac pham Esmond[1_3] cua Thackery. Gidi phé
binh thuong ndéi Esmond 1a ti€u thuyét toan bich nhdt cua
Thackery. Nhung suv m6 phong van phong, bat chudc van
phong thé ky XVIII, chinh 1A tr& ngai cla tac phé{m t6i nh&
nhu vay; ngoai trir trudng hop vdn phong thé ky XVII la tv
nhién voi Thackery - mot dir kién nguoi ta co thé minh chu’ng
bang cach xem xét ban thao va tdn mat nhin thay nhu’ng sira
chira do giup ich cho van phong hay y nghla Nhu’ng roi Nnguoi
ta lai phai quy dinh cai gi la van phong, caigilay nghla mot
cau hdi ma - nhung tdi da dén sat clra thu vién roi. Chac toi
c6 m& clra, b&i ngay lap tirc xuat hién, nhuw mét thién than
bao hé chan dudng véi cdi 4o choang den phat phm chu
khong pha| doi canh trang, nguoi dan ong lich sy, mai toc bac
trang tlr ton cat giong tram tram bao tdi, trong lic vay toi lai,
la phu nitr chi duwoc phép dat chan vao thu vién khi nao cé
giang su dai hoc di kem hoac trong tay c6 thu gigi thiéu.
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Viéc bi mét ngudi dan ba nguyén rda la chuyén hoan toan
khong dang quan tam déi v&i mot thu vién danh tleng Dudng
bé va tram tinh, v&i tit ca nhitng bao vat quy gia nam yén on
an toan trong nguc ao, né tw man ngu yén, va vd&i riéng toi, no
s& ngl nhu thé dén mudn doi. Sé khong bao gid tdi danh thirc
day tiéng vong dé, sé khong bao gi® tdi doi hdi tir nd su tiép
dai an can lich su, t6i thé nhu vay trong lic gidn dir budc
xu6ng bac cz“i'p tda nha. Con ca tiéng dong hd nita moi dén
gio' an trua, va ta phai lam gi bay gio? Tan bo trén dong co?
Ra n90| bén bd song? Di nhién, hom dé la budi sang mua thu
that de chiu; nhirng chiéc 1a dé xao xac duai chan; va chang
kho khan néu ta cir tha bd ‘hay ra ngO| bén bo song. Nhung co
tiéng nhac dau day vang vang rét vao tai toi. Hinh nhu ¢6 buoi
thanh 1é hay lién hoan nao diy dang dién ra. Tiéng dai phong
cam cao nhd vong ra liuc t6i budc ngang clra gido duong.
Tham chi n0| bi ai cia Thién Chua trong khong glan tram tinh
do nghe chang bi ai chit ndo ma chi la su hoi tuang vé noi bi

, tham chi tiéng rén ri cla chiéc dai phong cam c6 xua gilta
canh sac thanh binh nghe nhu tiéng nudc vo vao bd. Va du
duoc phep toi ciling chang thém dat chan vao dé lam gi, boi
lan nay, co |é ngu’dl cam truong sé chan t6i lai, bat toi trinh
chirng minh thu r&a t6i, hay thu gidi thiéu cua vién trudng
trudc khi cho t6i vao. Nhung bé ngoal nhitng toa dinh thu
hoanh trang nay dep dé chang kém gi bén trong. Hon nira, chi
can nhin nhirng gido dan di ra di vao, xim xit truéc clra giao
duong nhu dan ong bu quanh t6 ciing di khién t6i tha vi.
Ngudi ddi mi, ngudi mac do dai; c6 ngudi quan khin 16ng
thi trén vai; c6 nguoi ngdi xe day; nhitng ngudi khac, du
chua qua tudi trung nién, nhung da hom hem, lom khom dén
noi ngudi ta phai lién tu’orng dén loai tdm cua khdng 16 khé
nhoc bod trén cat trong bé nudi. Trong luc ding dua lung vao
tuong, toi nghi dung la n90| trudng nay xem chung la noi
tang tr&r nhirng bao vat quy hiém ma sé bi mai mot ngay tlrc
khac néu thuc su bi bo roi lan 16¢ trén mat duong pho Strand.
Nhitng cau chuyén xua cii vé cac vi vién trudng va gido su kha
kinh bong hién vé trong tam tri t6i, nhung trudc khi t6i thu
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hét can dam dé huyt sdo - chuyén 6ng gido su gia vira nghe
tiéng coi huyt da voi va thuc ngua phi nuwéc dai - dam déng
du thanh 1é di bién vao trong gido dudng. Bén ngoai gido
duong van thé. Nhu cac ban biét day, mai tron va thép chuéng
nhin cao ngat nguang, nhu con thuyen du hanh vo dinh trén
mat blen sang ruc gitra troi dém va du du’ng tr xa nhiéu dam,
cach may ngon dodi, ban van trong thay né. Téi doan chirng cé
thdi manh dat vudéng virc nay véi tham cd muot ma, dinh thu
do sd, va chinh ngodi gido dudng nira, chi 1a bai dam lay, noi
co6 hoang rap ron don séng va lon 10i Ui bdi re cay. Toi nghi
phai cé hang doan xe bod, ngua tai da tr nhirng mién dat xa
x0i dén day, va véi strc lao ddng vo tan, nhitng tdng da xam,
ma toéi hién dang dung dudi chan, dugc kéo |én tung tang
mot, tang nay trén tang kia, va roi tho son dem kinh dén Iap
rap trang hoang ctra s, con tho né thi ban tui bui ca thé ky
trén néc ngdi nha vdi nhua tram va xi mang, bay va thudng
linh kmh trong tay. MOi tha Bay déu co ngu’orl trat tu tui da
dung tién _nhirng dong tién vang va tién bac vao long ban tay
gia nua dé chac han t0| dé ho udng bia va vui choi thda thich.
MOt ndi tién vang tién bac, t6i nghi vay, khéng ngdt do vao
khodng san nay dé dem vé khéng biét bao nhiéu tdng da cho
nhitng ngudi tho né ra sirc thi cong, dap pha, dao xai, thao
rat. Nhung d6 1a ki nguyén cua 1ong tin, tién bac dé nhu nuéc
vao day dé dao mdng cho that sau, dung Ién tda nha, va sau
khi tda nha da thanh hinh, tién bac van khong ngirng dé vao
tlr két cla cac 6ng hoang ba chda, tir cic nha quy toc lon dé
dam bao noi day thanh ca luén vang lén va khong bao gio
thiéu hoc gia dirng trén buc gidang dudng. Ngudi ta hién dat,
nop thué. Va khi ki nguyén cla long tin tréi qua, noi tiép badi
ki nguyen cla duy li, dong sudbi vang bac nay van khong suy
suyén chut nao giup ngum ta c6 tién tro cap cac chuong trinh
khdo ctru, cac I&p giang huan; né chi khac & chd nhirng dong
tién vang tién bac nay khéng dén tir két cla cac bac vua chua
nhu trudc ddy ma tir tdi tién cda cac nha budn, cac nha san
xuat, cac doanh nhan cong ki nghé giau cé; ho dé lai trong di
chic phan gia san khdng nhé ting cho ngdi trudrng dai hoc
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noi thud xua ho da la sinh vién hoc hanh thanh dat, ho nh¢
on ngdi trudng cli clia ho. B&i thé méi c6 thu vién va phong
thi ngh|em mai co dai thién van, mai c6 nhirng dung cu hoc
tap quy g|a dat tién dat trong tu kinh noi nhleu thé ky trudc
cé hoang rap ron don séng va lon 10i Gi béi ré cay Tat nhién,
trong luc t6i dao budc quanh san thu vién, cai nén duic bang
vang bang bac chac phai du chiéu sau va vung vang, kién co;
mat duong tra| ra vitng chac bao phu lén cd hoang. Nguoi dl
tap nap tir cau thang nay sang cau thang kia v&i nhitng cai
mam trén dau. Clra s6 ruc r& nhirng chau hoa hoe. Tu phong
trong, tiéng nhac tlr may hat phat ra. Chang thé nao khong
ngurng lai dinh tam suy tuéng - dong suy tudng vé cai gi dé
dot nhién bi cat ngang. Chuong déng hod bong diém. Pa dén
gi® nguoi ta di tim cho an trua.

C6 mot diéu la Iung la cac tiéu thuyét gia thu’cmg khién
chung ta pha| tin rang nhirng bita tiéc trua kho quén vi co
phat ngén nao doé that hém hinh, di dom hoac c6é ngudi lam
viéc gi d6 that théng minh, xuat ching. Ho rat hiém khi danh
ra dam ba chir miéu ta nhﬁ'ng gl nam trén ban an. Mot trong
nhirng quy udc cla nha van la khong duoc noi ve sup, vé ca
hoi hay vit con, nhu thé sup, ca hoi va vit con chang cé gi hé
trong, nhu thé khong bao gio' c6 nguoi uong rwou hay hat xi
ga. O day, tuy thé, t6i sé man phép bat chap quy uéc nay va
ké cho cac ban nghe vé bira tiéc trua. N6 bat dau bang mon ca
bon dat trong cai dia sau, trén dé ngum dau bep cla truong
phet mot lop kem that trang, ngoal ra né con duoc diém
xuyet day dé bang nhitng ddm mau nau trong nhu nhirng
dém trén sudn con huou. Sau moén cd dén mén chim da da,
nhung néu ban nghi trén mat dia chi 1a hai con chim mau nau
trui 1Gi thi ban dodn sai roi. Chim da da c6 nhiéu cach khac
nhau nau voi nhirng mon di kem gom nudc x6t cay va xa lach
ngot; khoai tay xat mong nhu dong tién nhung khong qua
cung; rau cai bén dudi xép thanh hinh nu héng nhung tréng
day dan hon. Va ngay sau khi dia chim da da nuong duoc
ngudi hau ban 1ang ling don di, ngudi hau ban & day chinh la
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ong giam thi chu khong ai khac, va thay vao do dat trudc mat
moi ngudi, khin dn van that trén cd, 1a mén hgot trang miéng
ma vi duong ngot trao l1én nhu con song. Goi né la banh put-
dinh hay lién tuéng né dén bot gao hodc bot nang la su xic
pham nang né. Trong luc do, ruqu vang ruou dd ci voi roi lai
day hét li nay sang li khac. Va bdi thé, le 16i tia sang, tir séng
lung, noi tdm hon ngu tri, khéng phai cai boéng dén dién nho
bé ching ta thuong gO| la su tinh anh tat mo trén déi moi
ching ta, ma la anh sang nam & bén dudi, sau sac tinh t&€; né
la anh Ikra vang dam day am ap cua su glao tiép chung muec.
Khéng viéc gi phai voi va. Ciing chang can phai to ra linh loi.
Khéng can déng vai tro ké khac. Tat cad chdng dang clng
Vandyck chap canh bay Ién thién dang - ndi cach khac, cudc
séng dudng nhu tuoi dep, ngot ngao biét bao, tam thudng
thay nh&ng chuyén lo budn, buc doc, cao ca thay tinh bang
hiru va tinh dong loai. D6t mot diéu thudc la ngon, nguoi ta
nga ngudi trén cai ghé ném ém ai bén ctra so.

Néu nho may man ngudi ta c6 cai gat tan nam san gan day,
néu khong, b&i khéng biét phai lam gl khac hon trong tru’cmg
hop nay, ngudi ta danh gat tan thudc ra ngoai ctra so, va néu
sy viéc khac di mét ti, ngudi ta da khéng trong thdy con méo
cut dudi ngoai kia. Hinh anh con vat cut dudi buédc nhirng
budc khé khang bang ngang khodng san t& giac that bat ngd
soi sang tlem thirc, lam thic day nhirng cam xuc_mai trong
toi. Nhu the cO nguoi xua tan bong t6i. Co Ié, su cam co vung
chiac da bat dau lung lay. Trong lic t6i quan_sat chd meo
Manx ngap ngung duang lai glu’a bai cd, nhu thé chi dang tra
van vii tru nay, toi chot nghi c6 cai gi do thiéu thiéu, khang
khdc. Thé nhung cdi gi thiéu sot, cai gi khac la o day? Toi tu
hoéi nhu vay trong lic bén tai tiéng ngudi ndi chuyén van ram
ran. Va dé trd 1&i cau hoi do, toi phai tach dong suy twdng ra
khoi gian phong, nguoc vé qua kht, trwéc chién tranh nira, va
V€ ra trudc mat minh hinh tuong blra an trua khac tai gian
phong cach day khéng bao lau; tuy khong lau nhung rat khac.
Moi th&r déu khac. Trong lic dé, cudc trd chuyén van dién ra
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gitra cac vi khach, da phan la ngudi tré, nitr cling nhw nam; cau
chuyén cir thé trdi chady, dong diéu, thoai mai, thu vi. Va trong
luc ho néi chuyén, tdi ddt khung canh d6 1&n nén canh khac,
de chung doi xung nhau va t6i nhan ra khong c6 gi nghi ngo
rang ca hai c6 nguon cOi chung, cai nay la hau dué, Ia su ké
thira chinh théng cla cai kia. Chang co gi thay doi, chang co
gi khac biét, ngoai trir - & day toi Iang nghe véi ca hai tai,
khong phai nhirng gi dang thot ra tr miéng moi nguoi, ma la
tleng thi tham bang Iang tlr dang sau vong ra. Vang, dung la
no - su thay d6i nam & ddy. Trudc chién tranh, tai bira tiéc
nhu vay, ndi dung cau chuyén gilra nhirng nguoi cé mat luc
dé cling y nhu bay gio, khac chang la thanh am cua giong néi,
bdi & thoi do, giong ndi cha nguoi ta nhu duoc dém bdi am
thanh vo ve nao do, khong mach lac r6 rang ma nghe nhu
tiéng nhac, né gay khich ddong va khién y nghia ctia ngén tir
nhu doi khac. Cé cach nao chuyén nhirng am thanh vo ve dé
sang chir nghia duogc khéng? C6 1€ la duoc voi su gilp d& cua
nha tho. Canh t6i 1a cu6n sich va tdi thd o gid dén cho cé bai
tho clia Tennyson. T6i nghe Tennyson cat 1én tiéng hat:

Ldn xudng giot nudc mdt tuyét mi

Tir céng hoa néng nan.

Nang dang dén, con chim bé cdu, nguoi yéu dau cua ta;
Nang dang dén, cuéc doi ta, dinh ménh cua ta;

Doa hong dé thdm kéu lén, "Nang dén gdn Idm, nang dén
gan 1dm réi”

Va déa hong trang khdc than, “Nang dén qud mudn’:

Doa phi yén ldng tai, “Téi nghe téi nghe”:

Va doa hué thi thao, “Téi cho.”

Co6 phai do 1a nhirng gi dan 6ng va ca dan ba nira thi thao
trong nhirng bira tiéc trua thoi trwéc chién tranh?

Long t6éi nhu con chim dang hot
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T6 nd trén mdng nuéc,

Long téi nhu cay tdao

Voi nhirng qua to triu canh;

Long téi nhu con sO ngii sdc

DAam minh trong bién ldng

Long téi vui suéng hon tat cd

B&i ngudi tinh dang dén vdi toi.

Co6 phai do la nhirng gi dan ba thi thao trong nhitng bira
tiéc trua thoi trudc chién tranh?

Co6 gi do khoi hai trong luc nghi nguoi ta thi thao nhirng
diéu nhu thé€ tai nhirng bira tiéc trua thoi trwdc chién tranh
khi€n tdi bat cudi, va toi chi vao con méo Manx dé giai thich
tiéng cudi cia minh, con méo trong hoi ki cuc, mot con vat
dang thuong, cut dudi, ngap ngirng giira tham cd. N6 nhu thé
ngay tir luc lot Iong me hay do tai nan nao? Gidbng meéo cut
dudi, mac du nghe noi séng trén dado Man, nhung hiém hoi
lam ch& khéng nhu nguoi ta ngh| Mot con vat ki di, la lung
hon Ia xinh dep. La thay, chi cai dudi thoi ma tao ra sy khac
thudng dén thé - ban biét ngudi ta noi gi roi trong ldc bira
tiéc trua két thic va ho di tim mii 4o, tdn mac ra ve.

Bita tiéc nay, nho long hiéu khach cha chd nhan, kéo dai
dén xé& chiéu méi tan. Mot ngay thang Mudi dep troi dang dan
tan, la vang roi rung phu day dai 16 t6i ngang qua. Hét canh
cong nay sang canh cong khac hinh nhu dang nhe nhang khép
lai sau Iu’ng toi. Khong biét bao nhiéu dng giam thi dang tra
thia vao 6 khda; ngdi nha chra dung bao vat dang duoc can
than bao vé cho moét dém khac. Tir dai 16 buéc ra, nguoi ta
gap con duéng khac - t6i quén khuéiy tén dudng - ndé dan ban
dén khudn vién trudng Fernham néu ban ré dung duong
Nhung con nhleu thoi gian lam. Bay rudi mai la gio an toi.
Ngudi ta c6 thé bd bira tdi sau bita trwa nhu bira vira roi. That
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la lung, nhitng cau tho rodi rac van 1&n vén trong tam tri toi,
thdc doéi chan t6i budc déeu doc theo con 16. Nhitng ti

- Ldn xudbng giot nudc mat tuyét mi
Tir céng hoa néng nan.
Nang dang dén con chim bé cdu, ngudi yéu diu cua ta

- hat 1én trong huyét mach cuda t6i luc t6i buéc nhanh vé
phia Headingley. Thé roi, chuyén sang mot nhip diéu khac, toi
lai hat, noi dong sdng bong chay xiét bai cai dap nudc:

Long toi nhu con chim hot vang
T6 nd trén mdng nuéc;
Long toi nhu cay tao...

Qua la nhirng thi si tuyét voi, t6i kéu to nhu nguoi ta kéu
trong bong dém, 6i nhirng thi si tuyét voi.

C6 chat ganh ti, t6i chanh nghi cho thoi dai cla ching ta,
mac du sy so sanh co phan dién ro va phi li nhu’ng trong tri
toi van khong ngirng dong suy tudng, toi thac mac nguoi ta
c6 thé nao chi ra hai thi si dwong dai c6 tdm c& 16n lao nhu

Tennyson@ va Christina Rossetti@ thud truéc duoc khong.
Hién nhién |1a khéng thé, toi nghT nhu thé khi so sanh, trong
lGc nhin dong nudc sui bot trang xo0a. Thi ca gay say mé voi
nhitng cai khdng con bdi né ca ngoi niém cdm xuc nguoi ta
tirng ¢6 (tai nhirng bira tiéc trua trudc chién tranh chang han),
do dé ngudi ta phdn rtng mot cach dé dang, tu nhién, khong
ban khodn kiém diém lai cdm xic dé hay so sanh né véi cai
minh hién c6. Nhung ¢ thoi diém hién tai, cai cdm xuc ma cac
thi sT duong thoi bleu hién dang hinh thanh va xé toac chung
ta ra. Luc dau, chang ai nhan ra no6 ca; thuong bai li do ngum
ta so hai n6; ngudi ta tinh té quan sat no va so sanh no, vua
ganh ti vua ngh| ngo, véi cam xuc xua cii ho c6 trudc day. Do
do, thi ca hién dai trd nén trdc trac; va chinh su truc trac nay
da khi€n nguoi ta chdng thé nao nho ndi hai cau tho lién tuc
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cla bat ki thi si hién dai nao. B&i |i do nay - tri nhé téi nhu
tan bi€n - luan cr yéu ot vi thi€u dir kién. Thé nhung, toi tiép
tuc bién luan, trong lic chan van budéc déu vé phia
Headingley, tai sao nguodi ta khong thi thao qua hoi thd tai
nhitng bira tiéc trwa nira? Tai sao Alfred ngirng hat

Nang dang dén con chim b6 cau ngudi yéu diu cua ta...

Tai sao Christina ngirng dap 10i?

Long téi vui suéng hon tat cd

B&i ngudi tinh dang dén vdi t6i?

Hay la ching ta cr viéc d6 16i cho chién tranh? Khi nhirng
hong sung khac Itra - hém thang Tam nam 1914, phai chang
khuén mat dan 6ng dan ba bong tré nén tran trui trong mat
nhau dén noi su Iang man bi ket lidu? S6¢ 1am ch (nhat 13 véi
ngudi phu nit ndng do tudng vé gido duc va van van) khi thay
mat cac nha lanh tu cda ching ta duédi anh hoa phao. Trong
ho dén la xau xi - ngudi Dlrc, nguoi Anh, ngudi Phap - dén la
ngu xuan. Nguoi ta cé quyén do 16i 1én bat cr cai gi, bat ctr ai,
nhung cai ao giac gay cam hing cho Tennyson va Christina
Rossetti say sua cat tiéng hat cho ngudi yéu sap dén bén ho
ngay hom nay that khan hiém so v&i thud trudc. Nguoi ta ch|
can doc, nhin, Iang nghe ghi nhé. Nhung tai sao lai bao la “dd
16i”? Néu do Ia do tudng thi tai sao khéng ca ngoi diéu tai
uong, cho du noé la gi di nira, tai sao lai triét tiéu ao twdng va
ddt chan Ii vao vi tri cia n6? B&i chan li... nhing chadm cham
danh diu cho t6i chua dién vao, trong luc mai mé k|em tim
chan li, t0i quén khuc quanh dan dén Fernham. Vang, han thé
roi, cai gi la chan li va cai gl la o tu’cmg, toi tu hoi. Thi du, su
that ve nhirng ngdi nha nay la gi, mo mang va mi miéu VOi
clra s6 son do trong bdng t6i, nhung tro trén, do 6i, do ban,
blra bdi banh keo va day giay ldc chin gi® sang? Va ring liéu,
dong song, nhitng khu vudn ndi dai dén dong séng, ldc nay |&
mo trong hoi swong bao phd, nhung trong anh mat troi,
ching trd nén 16 r6 mau vang mau do - dau la su that, dau la
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do twdng vé chiung? Toi khéng dé cac ban phai quay cuong
nghleng nga voi nhitng y nghi nay cla toi, bdi chang co ket
ludn nao trén ching dudng dan dén Headingley, va t6i yéu cau
cac ban hdy gia dinh 12 t6i nhanh chéng nhan ra minh nham
dudng va tré lai con dudng cii dén Fernham.

Nhu toi néi, do la mdt ngay thang muoi, toi qua khong dam
phu su luvu tam cua cac ban va gay_ ton thuong dén danh
nghla tot dep cla tiéu thuyét hu cau bang cach do6i mua trong
nam, miéu ta hoa hué trong vuon hoac cay nghe hoa tuy- I|p
va nhitng cdy cd mua xuan khac. Tiéu thuyet phai bam vao
hién thuc, sy vat cang that tieu thuyet cang hay - chung ta
duoc day bao nhu thé. Bdi thé, lGc nay van la mua thu, 1a vang
van chiéng chao roi rung, va néu ban thdy la roi cé phan
nhanh hon thi boi bay gi® troi da toi (chinh xac 1a bay gio hai
muoi ba) va lan gi6 nhe (chinh xac tir phia tay nam) thoi Ve.
Nhuwng du thé, van c6 cdi gi do6 bat thudng dang xay ra:

Long toi nhu con chim dang hot
T6 nd trén mdng nuéc;

Long toi nhu cay tdo khich déng,
V&i nhirng qua to triu canh

Co 18, ngdn tir ciia Christina Rossetti phan nao khaéi nguon
tr mot tri tudng tuwong khac thuong - di nhién, day chi la
nhitng diéu tudng twong hdo huyén - nhirng bong hué dong
dua trén tuwong khu vuon, nhirng con buém ma chap chon
nhe ludt tir cho nay sang chod kia, va bui phan hoa phang phat
trong khong gian. Ngon gié thoi tir phia nao t6i khéng ré
nhung né cudn 1&n nhitng chiéc 1a nira vang ntra xanh khién
khong gian nhu cé nhirng anh bac Iap lanh. Do la thoi khac
gilra nhung khoang anh sang khi mau sac noi troi mot cach
dit doi, mau tim va mau vang chay bung trén kinh ctra s6 nhu
nhip dap day khich dong cua con tim; khi, bm li do nao do, cai
dep cla thé gigi hién 16 ra ngoa| nhung chang bao lau lai tan
bién (day la luc toi day canh cong vao khu vuon bdi cong

22



khdng khoéa va chang cé 6ng giam thi nao quanh do), cai dep
sap tan bién cla thé giéi ¢ hai ludi sac, mét luGi la tiéng
cuoi, ludi kia 1a su khé ndo, nd clra qua tim ra lam déi. Khu
vuon Fernham hién ra trudc mat toi trong bubi chiéu mua
xuan chang vang, hoang dd va rong ma, giita bdi co6 ram, rai
rdc nhing khom thiy tién va da huong trd 1én ngau nhién,
trong chung khéng con ¢ do ruc ro nhat, 1a loi theo lan glo
nhu muodn bat [én ca ré. Clra sO toa nha cong cong nhu clra s6
con tau, nam giira nhung blrc twvong gach do cao rong, doi tir
mau chanh sang mau bac du6i anh sang cda nhitng dam may
xuan, bay luon trén troi. Co ngum dang nam vong, khong biét
la ai, nhung dudi lubng sang nay tréng nhu ao anh, mot nlra
phai doan, mot nira kia ré rang, né chay u qua bai cé - khong
ai chdn ba ay lai a? - thé roi, tir trén thém nha, nhu thé tir bén
trong 16 ra chi dé hit thd khong khi, chi dé liéc nhin khu vuon,
mot béng ngu(yi lung khom khom, phong cach hon nguoi
nhung van cé ve khiém tén, vang tran rong va bo ao nhau nhi
trén ngudi - chang Ié ba la nha hoc gia danh tiéng, chang lé
ba chinh 1a J— H—? Canh Sic tuy |0 mo nhung dir dbi, nhu
thé tdm khidn choang ma bong tdi tram l1én khu vuon dot
nhién bi anh sao hay lu6i gwom xé toac lam hai manh - vét
cat sau khoang khong cua hién thuc kinh hoang nao do dang
nhay ra tir 1dng nguc clia mua xuan. B&i tudi tré...

TO sup cua t6i day roi. Noi an t6i |a mot dai sanh. That ra
d6 1a budi t6i thang muoi ch khong phai mua xuan. Moi
ngum tu hop trong dai sanh an bira t6i. Cac moén an da san
sang Day la mon sup. N6 chi la nudc thit ham. Chang c6 gi dé
quay lén. Nudc sup trong dén ndi ngudi ta cé thé nhin ré day
t6 dé xem c6 hinh vé nao dudi do khong. Nhung cai to ciing
tron tru nhu moén sup, chang c6 hinh vé nao dudi day K& dén
la thit bo an v&i rau cai xanh va khoai tay - ba moén hay an &
nha, khién ngudi ta lién tudng dén nhirng tang thit mdng bay
ban ngoai khu cho 13y 16i, nhitng be rau cai cong cong ria la
vang Ung ma nguoi ta mac ca, mua duoc véi gia hoi, va
nhirng nguoi dan ba tay xach gid day di cho vao sang thu hai.
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Khong cé |i do nao phai phan nan vé chuyén in udng hang
ngay cua con nguoi khi nguon hang khéng thi€u va nhirng
ngudi tho moé chac han dang ngdi dung bira. Tiép theo 1a man
khé va banh sira. Va néu c6 ngudi nao than phién man kho -
ngay ca khi duoc banh sita d& cho - khong phai la rau trai
ngon ngot (n6 khéng phai la hoa qua) va xo citng nhu trai tim
ké bun xin, twom ra chit nudéc 16ng nhu mau ké bun xin suot
tam muoi nam khong hé biét mui rwou cliing su am ap la g|
cling chua hé biét gitp d& nguoi ngheo khé, thi ngudi ay nén
nhd 1a ¢6 nhirng ngudi ma ngay ca qua man khoé ciing duoc
long tir thién cta ho ban on. K& d6 1a banh quy va phé mai,
dén day binh nuéc duoc chuyén tay lién tuc, b&i banh quy rat
kho, va day la loai banh quy thu that. Xong. Bira an cham dut.
Moi ngum i nay lao xao x6 ghé& dirng day; clra ra vao vung
viéng va chang bao lau gian dai sanh sach s&, khéng con dau
vet moén dn nao, hién nhién da san sang cho bita sang ngay

. Duwéi hanh lang va trén cau thang, nhirng ngudi Anh tré
tu0| chan buéc manh va mleng hat vang. Va mot nguoi khach,
mot nguon la noi day (b&i & Fernham toi cling chang c6 tham
quyén gi hon khi & Trinity hay Somerville hay Girton hay
Newnham hay Christchurch) phai néi nhu thé nao, “Bita an toi
that chang ngon miéng ti nao”, hodc la (Itic nay t6i dd ngdi voi
Mary Seton trong can phong riéng cua c6) “Bon minh an riéng
trén nay khong duoc sao?”. NOi nhu thé han t6i phai la ké toc
mach, thich soi moéi bi mat kinh té€ cla n90| nha, b&i dudi mat
ké la, n6 nhu mang khuon mat tuoi vui va hung dung Khong,
chang doi nao nguoi ta 6 thé néi nhu thé. Va qua nhién, cau
chuyen cé chiéu budn chan, kém thu vi. Co thé con ngudi,
tim, oOc, the xac, tri tué, tat ca hoa quyén vao nhau thanh mot
khoi, chang phan nao tach biét riéng ré duoc va chung sé nhu
thé ca triéu nam nira, b&i vay, bira t6i vd cung quan trong khi
né dinh doat cau chuyen sau bira an sé tha vi hay budn chan.
Ngum ta chang thé nao nghi suy cho sau sac yéu du’dng cho
nong nan, thdm chi ngl cho ngon gidc néu khéng cé bira an
ngon. Ngon dén noi séng lung khdng 16e sang noi véi thit bo
va man khd. C6 Ié, tit ca ching ta déu lén thién dudng, va hi
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vong Vandyck sé& dén ching ta & nga ré sap dén - dé la trang
thai I& mo, do dan trong dau 6c, két qua clia moét ngay lam
viéc do thit bo va man khé dem lai. Nhung may man thay,
trong phong ban t6i, giang vién khoa hoc trong truong, c6 cai
tu dung li tach va c6 16i ra chai ruou kho dep cung may cai li
nho - (Ié ra chdng toi phai bat dau bang ca bon va chim da da
m&i dung) - dé chung toi c6 thé stra chira lai phan nao nhitng
do6 v& cla cudc song trong ngay. Chang bao lau, ching téi da
rom ra thoai mai trao d6i v&i nhau nhirng cau chuyen to mo
va thu vi chi xuat hién trong dau trong d|p ban be gap lai va
vang mat nguoi dang bi nhac dén - c6 nao do di lay chong,
con cd khac thi chua; ngudi nay nghi thé nay, ngudi no thé
kia; nguoi nay trd nén thong tué khac thuong, nguoi khac,
that kinh ngac, bién thanh ké xiu - v&i tat cad nhirng suy xét
vé ban chit con ngudi cung tinh cach cua thé gigi la lung
ching ta dang s6ng, mot thé gigi tir thud ban dau ck thé tuan
tu tién Ién mai. Tuy nhién, trong lGc trao do6i véi ban toi
nhitng mau chuyén nay, t6i bong thdy nguong mat khi nhan
ra tdm tri bi mot dong suy tudng riéng cia minh chi phdi va
n6é ci phiang phing mdt minh dan t&i truéc chir khdng chiu
nghe |&i t6i. Ngudi ta c6 thé noi vé xir Tay Ban Nha hoic B
Dao Nha, vé sach v&, vé cudc dua ngua, nhung cai that su
mudn noéi khong phai 1a nhirtng diéu trén ma 1a canh tuong
nhitng ngudi tho né lao déng trén mai ngoi cao cach day nam
thé ky. Vua chia va nhirng nha quy tdc dem tirng bao &n tién
bac gia san do xuéng long dat. Canh twong nay c thé hién ra
vO cung sinh dong trong tri 6c toi va dat canh la hinh anh
nhitng con bd 6m yéu, khu cho lay 16i, rau cai héo ua va qué
tim rac rai cua nhirng 6ng gia hom hem - hai btrc tranh nay,
nhu thé day, hoan toan tach biét, chang dinh liu g| v&i nhau
va that vo li, khéng ngirng nhap vao roi glang xé 1an nhau,
khlen tOi hoan toan phé mac, ching khong dé toi yén va toi
chang cé cach nao thoat khoi ching. Cach hay nhat, trir phi
cau chuyén c6 co bi pha v&, 1a phoi bay nhitng diéu quay quat
dé trong tam tri t6i ra ngoai khong khi, va luc do, biét dau
nhd may man no sé tan ra va v& thanh manh vun nhu cai dau
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vi vua da chét khi nguoi ta, m& nap quan tai éng trong lau dai
Windsor. Thé roi, that ngan gon, tdi ké cho Seton nghe vé
nhitng ngudi tho né sudt chirng dy nam thang lao ddng trén
noc toa giao dudng, vé nhitng 6ng hoang ba chua, nhirng tay
quy tdc vac tirng bao vang, bao bac trén lwng ma ho xuc dat
dé db xudng; rdi sau do, nhirng tay tai phiét I6n cla thoi dai
ching ta dén dat xudng chi phiéu va trai phleu ngay noi ma
toi do rang nhung ngudi khac trwdc ho dat xuodng khong biét
bao nhiéu nén bac, thoi vang. Tat ca nhitng thir d6 nam dudi
chan ngm truong dai hoc dudi kia, téi bao ban t6i the nhwng
tai ngoi truvong nay, noi chung ta dang ngdi, cai gi nam dudi
chan bic twong gach do uy nghi va dam c6 hoang xo xac
trong vudn? C6 sirc manh gi an chira dang sau nhirng bat dia
st don so thd [au ma chung ta khong thé phu nhan, va (dén
day toi buot mleng néi trudc khi biét minh hé) dang sau thit
bo, banh sita va man kho?

U, Mary Seton lén tiéng, vao quing nim 1860 - O, nhung
ma chi biét chuyén dé rdi, cd bao tdi, téi ké ra day lan nira thi
chan chét duoc. Nhung rdi co6 van ké. Pi thué phong. Uy ban
hop hanh lién mién. Viét dia chi 1én phong bi. Ri soan thao
théng tri. ROi lai hop hanh; lai doc thu; ai cling hira hen di
diéu; nhung su that thi 6ng - mot xu ciing khong cho. To Thu
bdy diém bdo con cé nhitng bai bao voi loi |€ hét strc tho Io
Cach nao cho ching tdi quyén tién dé trang trai cac phi ton
cua nha truong? Hay ching t6i sé phai dirng ban hang tu
thién? Phai ching chiing téi khéng tim duoc cd gai dep nao dé
ngoi noi hang ghé' dau? Hay doc lai nhirng gi John Stuart Mill
viét vé van dé nay. Co6 ai thuyét phuc duoc bién tap vién cua
bao - in cho chiing tdi 1a thu khong? Ching t6i c6 thé 1dy chir
ki cha Lady khong7 Lady - da di kh0| thanh pho Sau muoi
nam trudc, toi do rang chuyén dién tién nhu the va cong suc
moi ngudi do ra khdng biét bao nhiéu ma ké, tdn khong biét
bao nhiéu thi gio lién hé trong chuyén nay. Va sau thoi gian
dai vat va céng véi nhitng khé khan cung cuc, ho quyén duoc

tdng cdng ba muoi nghin bang!16l. B&i thé, hi€n nhién trén
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ban ching t6i khéng cé ruou va chim da da, ciing chang cé ké

hau nguoi ha doi trén dau cai dia thiéc, cd noi tiép. Chiang toi

khéng cé ghé dai, khéng c6 phong riéng. “Nhirng tién nghi,”

cd bdo, trich dan tir cudn sach khac, “con phai chd méi
co”17],

Nhirng phu nir d6, nam nay qua nam khac, quyén duwoc hai
nghin bang da la chuyén cuc ki kho khan, néi gi la ba muoi
nghin, ngam nghi dén day ching téi bong thot 1&n 1oi khinh
miét sw nghéo nan dang trach cla phai nit. Nhirng ba me cua
ching t6i lam gi ma chang thay ho dé lai gia tai nao cho
chung t6i? Ho lo trang diém ti mi khuén mit? Hay di ngam cac
ctra hiéu ban hang? Di khoe than hinh dudi nang bién Monte
Carlo? Trén bé 10 sudi c6 vai khung anh. Me cua Mary - néu
qua d:?l'y la dnh cla ba - c6 thé 1a ké vé tich su trong luc roi rai
(ba c6 mudi ba ngudi con véi 6ng chdng muc su), nhu’ng néu
ba qua la ngum nhu thé thi guong mat ba chang hé c6 dau
vét gi chirng té ba tirng song cuoc doi tuoi vui, phong dat.
Trong ba that gian di, chat phac; mot ba lao voi chi€c khin
choang buoc lai b&i cai kep ngu sac Ion; ba ngoi trong ghé
may, khuyén khich con ché xu nhin vao ong kinh may anh voi
vé mdt thich tha, nhung la su thich thu ngam ngam cla ngudi
biét chic con ché sé cong dudi chay mat khi béng dén chép
|6e 1én. Phai chi ba la doanh nhan; phai chi ba la chd nhan co
xudng ché tao to nhan tao hodc nha tai phiét cua thi truong
chirng khoan; phai chi ba de Ia| hai hay ba tram nghin bang
cho Truong Fernham thi t6i hém nay, ching tdi da thodi mai
ngoi dam dao va dé tai ching t6i dem ra thao ludn c6 thé 1a
khdo c6 hoc, thuc vat hoc, nhan chung hoc, vat li hoc, ban
chat cla nguyén tl, todn hoc, thién van hoc, thuyet twong doi,
dia li hoc. Phai chi ba Seton va me cua ba va me cia me ba
hoc duoc cai nghé thuat ki€m tién vi dai va dé lai tai san cho
con gai, chau gai, giébng nhu nhirng ngudi cha, ngudi 6ng bd
cla cai ra thanh Iap nhitng hoc béng, nhitng gidi thudng
khuyén hoc dung trong viéc giup d& cho su nghiép cho con
trai, chdu trai ho, thi rat c6 thé, ching téi da khoan khoai ngdi
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riéng biét & day véi mot con chim nudng va mot chai ruou;
chiing t6i c6 thé mong doi v&i niém tin khong hé thai qua vé
suot quing doi tuong lai dep dé, vui tuoi va danh gia nho
huong tua vao mot cai nghé khong bao gio thleu tién tai tro.
RAat co thé ching toi sé di tham hiém hodc viét lach; tho than
o khap nhitng danh lam thiang canh trén mat dia cau; ngdi suy
tuong trén bac thang lau dai Parthenon, hoac di lam luc mudi
gIO’ va bon gio rudi da thong tha vé nha ngoi viét mot bai tho
ngan ngan Tuy thé, néu ba Seton va cac ba me khac nhu ba
déu trd thanh doanh nhan vao tudi mudi lam ca thi - va day la
trd ngai cta ludn c - di chang c6 Mary. T6i hoi Mary nghi gi
vé diéu do6? Gilra nhirng blirc man ctra 1a dém thang Mudi yén
ang va dep dé voi doi ba ngbi sao vat véo giira lum cay vang
6ng. Liéu c6 da san sang tir bd phan doi c6 va nhirng ki niém
(vé gia dinh tuy déng duc nhung hanh phuc) choi dua ciing
nhu cdi co nhau duéi mai nha qué huong Scotland dat lanh,
trai hgot, banh ngon cua c6 dé n90| truong Fernham nay chi
can ngoang ngoi bat mot cdi la cé ngay ngan khoan trén dudi
nam muoi nghin bang? B&i tai tro truéng 6c hoc dudng cé
nghia la gia dinh sé bi bd bé. Gay dung gia san va dé mudi ba
dlra con - 1a viéc khong ai c6 thé chiu dung ndi. Hay nhin vao
thuc té&, ching tdi bao nhau thé. Trudc hét, phai mat chin
thang troi dira bé mai ra doi. RO dira bé sinh ra. Roi phai mat
ba bén thang dut cho bé an. bat cho bé xong di nhién lai mat
ca nam nam choi dua v&i bé. Dudng nhu, ban chiang thé nao
dé tré con chay dua t& tung ngoai durdng sa. Nhumg ngum
thay canh tré con choi dua loan xa & Nga néi rang trong no
chang dep mat ti nao. Nguoi ta ciing bao con nguoi cd nén
ngudi hay khong 1a & thoi gian tir mot dén ndm tudi. Toi bao
Mary, néu ba Seton la ngudi 1am ra tién thi nhirng ki niém vui
choi hay cdi co nao dong lai trong chi? Chi nhé gi vé Scotland,
x(r s& cta khéng khi trong lanh, cic loai banh ngon va biét
bao diéu khac? Nhung that vo ich khi hoi nhitng cau hdi nay,
bdi chi sé chang bao gio hién hitu trén céi doi. Hon nira, clng
vo ich khong kém khi hdi chuyén gi cé thé xay ra néu ba
Seton, me cla ba va me cia me ba trudc do tich luy mot gia
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san khong 16 va dem dat ra dudi nén trudng hoc, thu vién. Vo
ich thoi bai, thir nhat, kiém tién la cai gi gan nhu bat kha doi
vai ho; thir hai, cir cho la ho co thé thi luat 1é thoi dé khong
cho phep ho c6 quyén glu riéng dong tién do chinh tay ho Iam
ra. Chi bén muoi tam nham vua qua, ba Seton mai ¢ quyen
gitt mOt xu trong tdi tién cta chinh minh. O nhitng thé ky
trudc, tién ba lam ra la tai san cta nguoi chong - va cé I€ li do
nay da khi€n ba Seton va nhitng ba me cla ba chang hé bén
mang dén san glao dich thi truong ching khoan bao gio. Ho
c6 thé thot 1én rang mdi ddng xu t6i lam ra déu bi 1y di va do
chdng toi dinh doat viéc tuy nghi tiéu dung - c6 18 dé thanh
lap hoc bong hodc tai tro chuong trinh gido duc nao dé cho
Truang Balliol hay Truong King, bdi thé, chuyén ki€m t|en
ngay cd néu tbi c6 kha ning lam diéu d6, chang pha| la van dé
khién t6i ban tam. Tot hon 13 toi dé viec doé cho chong toi lam.

Du sao di nita, du ba ldo trong anh dang nhin con cho xu la
nguoi dang khién trach hay khong, diéu chiac chan, khong
nghi ngo chit nao, la bai li do nao dé cac ba me ching t6i da
vd cling vung Vvé trong viéc quan |i tién nong... Mdt xu ciing
khong c6 danh cho cac “tién nghi”; cho ruou va chim da da;
cho tham cé va giam thi; cho sach v& va xi ga; cho thu vién va
nhitng cuéc vui. DU ¢d gang dén cung cuc, ho chi ¢ thé dung
lén nhirng birc tudng tro trui tir dat den.

Clr thé, ching t6i dirng tro chuyén noi clra s6, mat nhin
xudng, nhu hang nghin hang van ngudi nhin moi dém, nhirng
mai tron va thap cao cla cai thanh ph6 danh tiéng dudi kia.
Canh tuong that dep dé, vo cung bi an trong dém thu trang
sang. Burc tuong da co toat ra mau sang trang va ve du’dng bé.
Ngudi ta c6 thé nghi vé khdng biét bao nhiéu sach vo tich luy
dudi day, va chan dung nhirng glam muc, chirc sac treo trén
tuong; cira kinh son mau chleu xudng mat duong nhung hinh
tron va hinh lu&i liém la mat; bia da khac nhitng ciu tudng
nhd, ghi on, dé tang, ,bon phun nudc trén tham cd xanh;
nhung gian phong yén ang trong ra khoang san tu g|ac cling
yén ang. Va (cho tdi xin 16i & day) toi ciing khéng quén nghi
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not vé cdi ghé banh ém ai trong gian phong trai tham dep
mat, cung diéu thuéc va li rwou ngot lim: nhitng th& thanh
lich, phong nha, sang trong, két qua cla su giau cé xa xi, cla
dic quyén, cta su ban phat rong rdi. Hién nhién, cic ba me
ching t6i da khong dé lai cho ching t6i bat ki thir gi 6 thé so
sanh v&i nhirng diéu nay - nhirng ba me vap phai biét bao khé
khan quyén gop ba muoi nghin bang, nhitng ba me dé dén
muoi ba dira con cho cac 6ng muc suv nha tho Thanh Andrew.

Thé rodi, téi quay vé nha tro, va trong lic mot minh di bd
xuyén qua nhirng con dudng tdi tam, Idong tdi lai diy 1én diéu
nay diéu kia, nhu ngudi ta nghi vé nhitng chuyén xay ra sau
ngay lam viéc. Toi nghi tai sao ba Seton khdng c¢6 tién dé lai
cho ching t6i; va cai nghéo anh hudng gi dén tri tué; con anh
hudng cda su giau c6 thi nhu thé nao; toi cling nghi dén
nhitng 6ng lao ki quac v&i khan 16ng tha vat trén vai toi gap
lic sang; t6i nhé néu nhu cé ngudi huyt codi thi modt ngudi
trong s6 ho sé& vut bd chay nhu thé nao; t6i nh& tiéng dai
phong cam 6n & tir trong gidao dudng vong ra va canh clra thu
vién dong chat; tdi nghi that budn néu bi cdm clra nhu thé,
nhung c6 |&€ con budn hon néu bi nhot bén trong; va, trong
lic lan man suy nghi dén su yén 6n, giau c6 cia mot gidi phai
bén canh su thiéu thén, bat an cla gidi phai kia, dé€n anh
hudng cla truyén théng, phi truyén thong Ién tdm thlrc nha
van, toi chot nghi da dén lic phai cudn tron |op da rum ré cua
ngay trdi voi tat cd nhirng li 18 cing an twong, cai gian dir Ian
cai nuc cuoi, va ném tat ca vao b dau. Nghin ngdi sao nhap
nhay trén nén troi xanh bao la. Vé nhu, nguoi ta that don doc
trwdc mot xa hoi bi hlem khén do. Moi ngum ai nay déu say
ngl - nam sap mdt, thang thuot, cam nin. Chang thay ai soi
déng noi dudng sa Oxbrldge Tham chi, canh cira khach san
bat m& khi ban tay vé hinh vira cham vao - va anh nhan vién
khach san soi den cho t6i vao giuong ngut ciing chang thay
dau, dém da khuya 1am roi.
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Chuong hai

Canh tugng, néu tdi c6 thé yéu cau cac ban di theo tdi, gid
day da thay d6i; La van roi, nhung & London chit khong phai
Oxbridge; va bat budc tdi phai yéu cau cac ban van dung tri
tudng twong dé hinh dung ra cdn phong, nhu cad nghin cin
phong khéc, c6 cira s6 doi dién véi clra s6 khac va & gitra 1a
xe €0, mii ao nwom nuop qua lai. Bén trong can phong, trén
mat ban, co to glay trang ghi vén ven dong chir 16n PHY NU
VA SANG TAC VAN HOC. That dang t|ec boi tlep noi bira trua
va bilra t6i & Oxbrldge la cudc tham V|eng vién bao tang Anh
quéc. Nguoi ta pha| c6 gang gii sach tat ca nhumg gi bi xem
|a thién ki€n va ngau nhién trong tat ca nhirng an tuong nay
dé dat dén chat 1dng nguyén chat, tinh diu cdt 16i clia chan Ii.
B&i chuyén viéng thim Oxbridge, bira dn trwa va bira toi, ndy
sinh mot 16 nhitng cau hdi trong dau. Tai sao dan 6ng uéng
ruou con dan ba udng nudc 13? Tai sao mot gidi phai giau
sang trong khi glm phai kia ngheo tung? Cai ngheo tac dong
gi dén sang tac van hoc? Nhirng diéu kién nao can thiét cho
viéc sang tao tac pham nghé thuat? - mot nghln cau hoi cung
l0c tu dong nay ra. Nhung nguoi ta can cau tra loi chu khong
phai cau hdi; va cau tra 10i chi c6 bang cach di tham van bac
thirc gia, ngudi khdng dinh kién, ngu’oﬂ c6 kha nang tu dat
minh |&n trén moi tranh bién ngoa ngon xao ngit, trén moi roi
loan cua than xac, va gun gam k&t qua coéng trinh suy nghiém,
nghién clru cha minh vao sach v& luu trir bén trong bon birc
twdng vién bdo tang Anh qudc. Néu tim khéng ra chan li noi
nhirng ké sach trong vién bao tang Anh thi chan li, t6i tu hoi
trong lGc cam |1én cudn s6 tay va cay but chi, & noi dau?

V&i hanh trang, véi long tu tin va ham mudn tim hiéu nhu
thé, toi 1én duong di tim chan li. Hém d6 troi khéng mua
nhung am dam, dudng sd vung chung quanh vién bdo tang
day 16 than réng toang hoac va ngudi ta dang ném xuéng nhu
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mua nhirng chiéc bao tai; xe kéo bon banh chay dén doé xudng
vé dudng nhitng thing do cot day, c6 |1& bén trong la toan bo
quan 4o tu trang cla gia dinh Thuy Si hay Italian nao d6 dang
thir thoi van, dén day tim nha trong khu dan cu Bloomsbury
mua dong nay, hoac biét dau ho la dan ti nan. Nhirng nguoi
dan 6ng giong om 0m diéu hanh trén duong, tay day xe ba
gac tren chat day ciy canh. Ngudi quac miéng la hét am T,
ngudi cat tleng hat vang. London nhu xu'orng tho. London nhu
bd mdy. Tat ca ching ta nhu bi x6 day nga nghiéng, t6i tim
mat may trén cai nén tro troi nay dé trd thanh hinh mau nao
dé. Vién bao tang Anh qudc 1a bd phan khac cla cai xudng
tho. Canh clra xoay chot md& va nguoi ta dirng dé dudi mai
vom cuc ki cao rong nhu thé ngudi ta chi l1a hién than clay
tudng bén trong cai tran héi khong 16 ma bao quanh cai tran
héi hoanh trang dé la bang tén nhitng nhan vat Iu’ng Iay mot
thoi. Nguoi ta dén bén quay hang, rat ra to giay; mé mot
cuén danh muc, va nam cai chdm & day tuwong trung cho ndm
phut dong hd trong kinh ngac, hoang mang va d& dan. Cac
ban c6 biét trong khoang thdi gian mot nam troi c6 bao nhiéu
cuon sach viét vé dan ba khong7 Cac ban c6 biét bao nhiéu
cuén do dan 6ng viét? Cac ban cé nhan ra rang cé |é cac ban
la sinh vat dugc ban luan dén nhiéu nhat trong vii tru? Toi dén
day vdi cudn soé tay va cay but chi, trong tham tam tu nhu sé
bo ra budi sang ngoi doc, va sau bu0| sang, chan |i t6i kiém
tim sé chuyén sang nam trong cuén sd tay. Nhung toéi nghi
minh phai la loai voi mé&i dang, va ca loai nhén hoang niia,
lieu linh hoc theo nhirng con vat nay, Ioa| séng Iau nhat va loai
co nhleu mat nhat, méi du stirc kham ndi chirng dy chit nghia.
TOi can co mong thép md déng dé dam thing 16p vd cing
day Bang cach nao day, toi tim ra nhirng hat nhan chan li da
an sau trong kh0| gidy nay? Toi tu hoi thé, va trong tuyet
vong, t6i dwa mat chay Ién chay xudng cai danh muc nhan dé
dai thdm thuot. ThAm chi, tén nhitng cudn sach ciing khién
toi phai suy nghi. Gidi tinh va ban chat cta né c6 thé thu haty
si va cac nha sinh hoc; nhung diéu dang ngac nhién va that
khoé gidi thich la van dé gidi tinh, néi cho ré la dan ba - ciing
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thu hat khéng it nhitng nha phé binh ba phél _nhirng tiéu
thuyét gia nhanh tay, nhirng ngum tré tudi c6 bang thac si;
nhitng ngudi chang cé bang cap gi ca; nhitng ngudi ré rang
khong da tu cach ngoai trir ho khong phai la dan ba. Cé
nhitng cudn, & bé mat, hét sirc tam phao, phu phiém va bodng
lon; nhung mat khac, ciing cé nhiéu cudn kha nghiém tic va
khai mé&, kha dao ddc va c6 tinh than khich 18. Chi can liéc
qua nhitng nhan dé sach théi da thay cé khdng biét bao nhiéu
6ng hiéu trudng, muc su leo Ién buc giang, dién dan va ct thé
ho trang giang dai hai dién thuyé't mot cach ba hoa vé dé tai.
That la hién tuong la Iung, va r6 rang nhu thé - day toi gld
dén chir cai M - mot cuon viét vé nam gidi. Pan ba khéng viét
sach vé dan ong mot su kién toi khong thé khong nhe nhom
dén chao, bdi néu téi phai doc tat ca sach dan ong viét vé dan
ba, xong lai doc tat ca sach dan ba viét vé dan 6ng thi cay dua
rung tram nam n® mot lan phai no& hai lan toi maoi co thé dat
but xudng glay duoc. The la, t6i nham mat chon dai chung
mot ta sach, dién mau gidy dem bd vao khay, va tdi ngdi chd
noi hang ghé cda tdi, gilta nhitng ngudi cling nhu tdi dang di
tim tinh dau thiét yéu cda chan Ii.

Li do nao co su khac biét la lung nay, t0| ban khoan nhu’ thé
trong luc ngoi vé hinh banh xe [én t& glay trang cung cap bdi
tien dong thué cta nhan dan Anh quéc cho nhirng muc dich
khac. Tai sao dan ba, dua trén cu6n danh muc, lai tr& nén hap
dan d6i v&i dan 6ng ma khéng phdi nguoc lai? Dudng nhu
day la hién twong la, dau 6c tdi lan man hinh dung ra cudc
séng cua nhu’ng ngu’on dan 6ng sudt doi vat tam tri viét vé
dan ba; ho gia hay tré, c6 gia dinh hay doc than, mii dé hay
lung gu - nhung du sao chang nira, ngudi ta cling hanh dién,
mot cadch mo hd, cam thay minh |a dé tai cia chirng dé'y chayy,
mién 1a su cha y khong hoan toan dén tr nhitng ké ém yeu
hay tan tat - cur thé, td6i ngdm nghi cho dén khi nhitng y tu’cmg
tam phao nay bi chin lai b&i loat sach lién t|ep d6 up xudng
ban trudc mat toi. Gio mai la lic van dé bat diu. Gio 1a lac
bat dau su rac r6i. Ngudi sinh vién, véi kinh nghiém nghién
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clru & Oxbridge, hién nhién cé cach duy tri ciu hoi cia minh
vuot qua moi su phan tan tr bén ngoai cho dén khi cau hoi
chay ding vao ngay cau tra 1&i nhu chid clru tir ngoai dong co
chay dung vao chu6ng quay. Thi du nhu, cau sinh vién bén
canh t6i day, cau dang cham chd ghi chép tir cudén sach
hudng dan khoa hoc; téi dam chac 1a cir muoi phut cau lai boi
lén duoc khoi vang rong tu dong quang mo. Tleng am u nho
nhd day vui thich tir cAu noi Ién tat ca. Nhung, chang may néu
ngudi ta khéng duoc huan luyén nhu thé trong trudng thi cau
hoi khéng nhu chi clru tr ngoai dong cd chay ding vao
chudng quay ma cir tan tac nhu bay dan so hidi chay tdi chay
lui tan loan, mac cho dan chd xéng xdo ra suc lua. Nhirng
giao su, hiéu truang, nhirng nha xa hoéi hoc, nhitng muc su,
nha tiéu thuyét, nha phé binh, nha bdo, nhitng nguoi khéng
c6é tu cach gi ngoai trir ho khdng phai 1a dan ba, tat ca san
dudi cau hdi don gidn cla téi - Tai sao dan ba cé ngudi nghéo
ting? - cho dén khi n6 trg thanh ndm muoi cau hdi; cho dén
khi nam muoi cau h0| cuong cudng nhay xuéng dong song va
bi nudc cudn di mat hat. Moi trang gidy trong cudn so tay cua
toi day dic nhitng dong chir chid thich ngoan ngoéo. Pé cac
ban thiy tdm trang t6i lic d6 nhu thé nao, toi sé trich doc cho
cac ban nghe mot doan, t6i xin giai thich tiéu dé viét bang
chir in trén mat gidy gian di la PHU NU VA CAl NGHEO; nhung
tiép theo la nhitng dong chit nghuéch ngoac nhv sau:

Diéu kién sinh séng dudi thoi Trung cé cua,
Tap quan cua dan dao Fiji cua,

Ni than tho phung bdi,

Yéu duéi trong y thirc dao dirc hon,

Chu nghia Li tudng cua,

Luong tam to tat hon cua,

Quan ddo Nam Duong, tudi day thi giita,
Suw thu hat cua,
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Hién ding cho 1é té than dén,

Kich thudc nho cda tri oc cua

Tiém thirc thdm sdu hon cua,

it I6ng trén co thé hon cua,

Suw thdp kém trong tinh thdn dao dirc va thé xdc cua,
Long yéu thuong tré con cua,

Séng lau hon cda,

Co bap yéu duéi hon cua,

Strc manh cua cam xuc cua,

Tinh hu phu cua,

Gido duc cao hon cua,

Quan diém cua Shakespeare cua,
Quan diém cua Lord Birkenhead cua,

Quan diém cua trudng khoa Inge cua,
Quan diém cua éng La Bruyérel18! cia,

Quan diém cia tién si Johnson!19! cia,
Quan diém cua 6ng Oscar Browning cua,...

Dé&n day, t6i thd hit vao mot hoi roi viét thém bén |é trang
gidy, Tai sao Samuel Butlerl20] |aj bao, “Bac tri nhan khéng
bao gio phat bleu nhirng diéu ho ngh| vé dan ba”? Hién _nhién,
bac tri nhan chang bao glcr noi gi thém. Nhung, toi van t|ep
tuc nghi ngoi trong lGc nga ngudi trén ghé, mat nhin |&n cai
vom nha ménh mong ma trong do toi chilay tuong don doéc
nhung gio day lai co phan birc xuc, that dang budn la bac tri
nhan chang bao gi®& nhat quan khi nghi vé dan ba. Pay la ciu
noi cua Pope:
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Hau hét dan ba khéng cé cd tinh gi ca.
Con day la cau cua La Bruyére:

Pan ba la cai gi vo cung cuc doan ho hoac vuot troi hoac
thap kém so voi dan ong.

Hai v twdng d6i nghich truc ti€p voi nhau tr hai nha quan
sat tinh t&, sdng cung thoi dai. C6 thé gido duc duoc ho hay
khong7 Napoleon cho la khong. Tién si Johnson nghl nguoc lai
(“Pan ong nén biét rang dan ba la ké thang cudc vi ho chon
luva su yéu dudi va dot nat tét cung. Néu khéng nghi vay, dan
ba sé khong bao gIO’ khién ngudi dan éng e ngai vé nhirng
suy nghi cGa ho vé chinh ban than minh... Dé cho cong bang
ca hai phia nam va nix, toi nghi chi co cach thang than céng
nhan, trong budi man dam sau do, 6ng bao tdi 6ng that su
nghiém chinh nghi nhu thé.” - Trich Boswell, Ki sv chuyén
thdm ddo Hebrides). Ho c6 linh hon hay khéng? Ké doc ac bao
khong. Ké khac, nguoc lai, crong quyét nghi mot nira dan ba
la than thanh va ho tho phung dan ba dua trén quan niém do
(Nguoi Dirc co dai tin rang o cai gi do thiéng liéng noi nguoi
dan ba, va dua vao nlem tin do, ho tim dén dan ba dé nghe
phan nhirng |&i tién tri.” - Trich Frazer, Canh vang) Cé nha
hién triét khang khiang bao thu quan diém cho la dau oc ho
néng can hon, ngudi khac bao y thirc ho sau sac hon.

Goethe@ ton vinh ho; trong khi Mussohm@ khinh bi. Bat ki
ch6 nao ciing thdy dan ong c6 cai nhin rdt khac nhau vé dan
ba. Chang biét dau la dau, dau la dudi, t6i danh di dén két
ludn nhu thé trong lic liéc mat sang ngu’dl bén canh voi su
ghen ti, nguoi dy dang lam ban tdm tat mot cuén sach VOi
nhu’ng tiu dé A, B, C, that ré rang va sach sé, trong lic cudn
s6 tay cla tdi thi 6i thdi hon loan nhu dam gidc véi nhitng
dong chit nguéch ngoac cua nhitng doan ghi nhanh tuong
phan nhau. That ré chan, tdi hoang mang qud, xau ho nira
chir. Chan li xuyén lot qua long ban tay téi. M6t giot ciling
khong luu lai.

36



Toi lai nghi minh khdng thé bd vé nhu thé nay duoc, chang
|& dong gop 16n lao cho nghién ciru vé phu ni¥ va van hoc lai
chi 1a viéc co thé dan ba it 1dng hon dan 6ng, hodc tudi day thi
cta phu nit ddo Nam duong l1a chin tudi - hay chin muoi tuoi
khéng chimg? - tham chi, nhitng dong chix viét tay, trong su
Xao Iang, cling bién thanh réi tinh, khong the doc duoc. That
la xau mat badi ca bu0| sang lam viéc ma chang thu nhat duoc
diéu gi ~dang ké. Va neu toi khong nam gitr duoc chan |i vé DB
(d€ ngan gon, toi goi tat cd dy nhu vay) trong qua khi, thi &
tvong lai t6i phai ban tam t&i BB lam gi? Cé vé nhu chi phi
thdi gian moét cach vo ich, néu tdi tiép tuc tham van nhitng
nhan vat lirng lay ndy, nhitng chuyén gia vé dan ba va anh
hudng cla dan ba 1&n cai gi d6 ¢6 thé - chinh tri, tré em, thu
nhap, dao dirc - s6 lwong chuyén gia that dong dao va déu la
nhirng nguon uyén bac. Théi, chang can gi® nhitng cudn sach
dé ra lam qi.

Nhung trong lGc suy ngdm trong no6i chan nan va tuyét
vong, toi vo thirc c6 mot hinh anh ma qua doé, nhu ngudi bén
canh t6i dang lam, kha di giup toi tim ra két ludn nao do. Toi
dang vé |én glay mot khuén mat, moét hinh dang. Khuén mat
va hinh dang cua glao su von X., nguoi trudc tac tac pham vi
dai Suv thua kém vé tinh than d‘ao dirc va thé xdc cua phdi nir.
Trong birc vé cua toi, 6ng khong phai la ngu’éri dan éng hap
dan v@i phai ni. Ngum ong to béo; hai ma xé phlnh ra; dé cho
can bang, hai mat ong bé xiu; mat 6ng dd ran. Nét mit éng
cho thay 6ng dang no luc dudi ap luc cha cam xuc nao do
khlen trong luc viét, ong dam ngoi but xuéng mit gidy nhu
thé dang glet chét con cén trung doc_hai, nhung ngay ca khi
da giét chet con cén trung roi, 6ng van chua thay théa man;
ong phai giét nita; va ngay the nguyén do dua dén su gian dir
va buc tirc trong long dng van chua c6 10i gidi dép. Chang |&
la vo 6ng, toi tu hoi trong lic ngam nghla chan dung 6ng qua
tai hoi hoa cGa minh. Ching I& vo 6ng ngoai tinh v&i anh
chang st quan ki binh? C6 phai chang si quan ki binh dang
ngudi cao gay, dién trai va mic 4o 16ng cru? Phai ching 6ng
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giao su, ap dung li thuyet cua Freud[23] bi mot c6 gal nho ché
cuoi khi ong con nam trong ndi? Boi, ngay ca khi con nam néi,
toi nghi dng ciing khdng phai la dira bé dé coi. Du Ia Ii do nao,
trong birc phac hoa cua t6i, 6ng gido su tré thanh ké c6 tac
phong gian dit dé so va xau xi cuc dd, trong ltc dng hoan
thanh cudn sach vi dai vé su thua kém trén cac binh dién tinh
than, dao dirc va thé xac cta nir gIO’I Vé tranh la hanh vi thu
dong nhat dé két thdc mot budi sang lam viéc khong hiéu
qua. Tuy thé, chinh luc ching ta thu dong, nhu trong giac mo,
la ldc chan |i an sau bén dudi doéi khi troi [én mit. Mot thao
tac thuc hanh hét sirc co ban trong tdm |i hoc, dirng tdon né
lén bdi cai tén phan tdm hoc, cho t6i thiy, birc vé dng gido su
phung mang tron ma duoc vé trong con gian dir trong luc
nhin vao cudn so tay. Con glan da giang |y but cua téi trong
lic mo mang. Nhung su gian dir dang lam gi noi day? Tha vi,
hon loan, vui thd, budn chan - tat ca nhitng cam xdc nay toi
c6 thé truy nguyén va goi tén tung tam trang mot da tuan tu
bién thién trong tam tu toi subt budi sang. Phai ching su glan
dit, con ran den, di an nap rinh rap dau dé lan giita cadc cam
xuc kia? Vang, birc vé tra 10i, su gidn dir da lam thé&. Khéng
thé sai chay vao dau duoc, né chi ra cho t6i mot cudn sach,
ciu ndi trong cudn sach da danh thirc con quy trong toi; chinh
la cau phat biéu cla ong glao suw vé sy thua kém trong tinh
than, dao dirc va thé xac cla nir gidi. Tim toi dap loan lén. Hai
ma nong ran. Nguoi toi bumg lén con gian di. Diéu do, chang
cO gi dac biét dang noi du no dién ro. Tu nhién thdi, ngudi ta
khéng thich bi néi vao madt rang so voi ga dan 6ng bé nho
minh van I3 ké thua kém - to6i nhin sang cau sinh vién bén
canh - cau théd manh, ciu deo ca vat loai that san, va c6 Ié hai
tuan roi khong cao rau. Ngudi ta ai cling ¢6 nhitrng tinh khi Vo
van dién khung. To6i nghi dé chi 1a ban chat con nguoi va bat
dau vé ldng nhing hinh banh xe, hinh vong tron 1én mat éng
gido su, cho dén khi héng 6ng nhu ddm c6 kho boc chay hay
ngdi sao chdi xet lra birng birng - du sao, dé la mét con ma
dé so, chang thay bong dang con ngudi dau nira. Gidr day,
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6ng gido su chi con la b6 cui boc chéy trén dinh Hampstead
hoang so. Chang bao lau, con glan cua toi duoc giai dap va
lang diu; nhumg su t0 mo thi van con nguyen Phai giai thich
nhu thé nao vé su gidn dit cla cic dng gido su? Tai sao ho
gian dir? B&i phan tich an tuong dé lai sau khi doc nhirng
cudn sach nay, bao gi® ciing c6 nhitng diém néng. Cai ndng
c6 nhiéu dang; né c6 thé hién lén & dang trao phdng hay tinh
cdm, t0 mo hay bai xich. Mot thanh t6 khac ludn hién hiru
nhung khong dé dang nhan dang né. Su gian dir, toi goi né
thé. Nhung sy gian dir chinh né 1an trén xudng long dat va
pha tron vé&i cac cam xuc khac. Dua trén nhitng tac dong ki
quic do né gay nén, ngudi ta cé thé nhan ra nd 1a sy gian dir
tra hinh va phic tap chit khéng phai su gian dit gian don, r6
ret.

Bat ki li do nao, tat ca nhitng cudn sach nay, téi ngam nghi
trong luc quan sat chong sach cao nghéu trén ban, déu vo gia
tri cho muc dich cla t6i. Cé thé néi, trén binh dién khoa hoc,
chung vo gia tri, mac du trén binh dién con ngu@i chung
chira dung khong thiéu nhung ki€n thirc doi song, co cudn
thd vi, c6 cuén chan ngay, va nhirng chi ti€t hét sirc ki di vé
tdp quéan cda dan dao Fiji. Ching duorc viét ra dudi ludng anh
sang do ruc cla cam xuc chi khong phal anh sang trang cua
chan Ii. B&i thé, can tra chung lai ban glay trung tam va moi
cudn sach trd vé dung vi tri cia né trong cai t6 ong vi dai. Tat
ca nhitng gi t0i thu nhat dugc sau subt budi sang lam viéc la
su kién vé gian dir. Cac vi gido su - t6i gép chung ho lai nhu
thé - ai ndy déu gian dit. Nhung tai sao, t6i tu hdi trong ltc
dem sach di tra, tai sao, toi lap lai, trong luc dng dudi hang
cot tron bén canh nhirng con bd ciu va thuyén chéo thoi tién
s, tai sao ho gién dir? Va, cau hoi nay theo toi cuéc bd ra
ngoai di tim cho6 dn trua. Pau 1a ban chat that cla cai diéu toi
goi tén la sy gian di? Toi hoi. Va day la ciu do nhurc dau deo
dang t6i sudt thoi gian dn trua tai tiém dn nhd gan vién bao
tang. Co nguoi bo lai trén ghé t& bao, va trong ldc cho nguoi
hau ban dem bira dn ra, t6i dwa mat ho hitng liéc qua nhirng
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hang tit trén madt bao. Hang tit Ién chay ngang mat bao. Co ké
nao dé thang I&n & Nam Phi. Hang tit nhd hon loan bao Sir

Austen Chamberlam@ dang & Geneva. MOt cdi bua chat thit
dinh téc nguoi duogc tim thay trong ham ruou. Tham phan -
clla Toa an li hon phan quyét vé trudng hop “Khong biét h5
then cua dan ba”. Rai rac day d6 trén mit bao a nhirng mau
tin khac. O California, tu mom nui cao, hgudi ta ha mot nit
dién vién dién anh xuéng va treo c¢d lo Iitng trong khdng
trung. Va theo tin du bdo thoi tiét thi troi sé co suong mu. TOi
nghi nguoi khach la ghé tham qua dia cau trong choc lat, nhat
to' bao Ié€n doc, va tir nhitng bang chirng lat nhat nay chic
phai nhan ra ngay rang Anh la dat nudc duoc cai tri bdi ché
do gia tru’dng Khong ai khong nhan ra vi thé thong tri cua
Ong giao su. Ong tuong trung cho quyen luc, tién tai va anh
hudng. Ong la chl t& bao, dong thoi 1a tong bién tap va phu
ta bién tap. Ong Ia bd trudng Bo Ngoal giao dong thoi Ia tham
phan. Ong la chd doi béng chay, ong la chd nhithg con ngua
dua va du thuyén. Ong la gidm doc cai cong ty dem vé hai
trdm phan trdm loi nhuin cho ngudi c6 c6 phan. Ong bd ra
bac triéu dem cho cac co quan tu thién va tru’dng hoc ma
chinh 6ng la nguoi quan tri. Ong treo co dién vién dién anh
gilra khong trung. Ong 1a ngudi quyét dinh mang téc dinh
trén cai bua co that la téc ngudi hay khong; 6ng ciing ra phan
quyet cudi cung két an hay tha bong ké sat nhan, treo co hay
tha han tu do. Ngoai trir thoi tiét suong mu duong nhu 6ng
c6 thé ,xoay van moi thir. Thé ma éng lén con gian. Toi biét
éng noi gian vi & nay Khi tdi doc nhitng gi 6ng viét vé dan ba,
t6i nghi dén chinh 6ng chit khéng phai nhitng gi 6ng viét. Khi
ké tranh ludn binh tinh tranh ludn, anh ta chi nghi dén su
tranh ludn; va nguoi doc khong thé khéng bi 16i cudn theo.
Néu anh ta binh tdm trong lic viét sach vé dan ba, si dung
nhirng bang chirng xac dang dé chirng minh luan diém cua
minh, va khong hé dé 16 chit mong mudn nao dé o ép két
luan pha| di vao chiéu huorng do minh dua ra thi ngum ta
cling chang viéc gi phai noi gian. Ngudi ta sé phai cong nhan

40



cac su kién thoi, nhu cong nhan hat dau mau xanh hay chim
hoang yén mau vang. L& ra tdi phai noéi vay. Nhumg dang nay,
toi 1én con gian boi su gian dit cua 6ng gido su. Thuc su,
trong luc lat xem to bao, toi nghi réng that phi li khi mot con
nguon day quyén luc trong tay lai co thé ndi gian. Hay su tirc
gian, téi ban khodn, bang cach nao dé, nhu ngum than tin,
nhu con yéu tinh ludn tuc truc bén canh quyén luc? Thi du,
nguoi giau hay tirc gian bai ho nghi ngo ngudi ngheo muon
chiém doat tién bac, tai san cua ho. Nhumg ong glao su, hay
néi dung hon la nhirng 6ng toc trurdng, cO &€ ndi gian mot
phan badi li do nhu thé, nhung mot phan bdi Ii do khac nam
dudi cai nhan de, khong phd bay trén bé mat. Cé kha ning,
ho chang hé “tirc gidn” chit nao; qua that the binh thu’dng ho
la nguoi dugc ton kinh, tan tuy va guong mau trong cac moi
quan hé cua cudc song riéng tu. Rat c6 kha nang, trong luc vi
glao s muén nhan manh quan diém cGa minh vé su thua kém
cua nir gidi, da chang hé quan tam gi dén su thua kém d6 ma
chi vi 5ng mudn chirng té su vuot troéi cia chinh minh. D4 1a
diéu 6ng hing say bdo vé va nhan manh, bdi véi 6ng, no la
vién ngoc quy v gid. Cudc séng cla ca hai gioi phai - t6i nhin
ho chen chic nhau doc bén vé dudng - la cudc dau tranh
khéng ngirng, day vat va va kho nhoc. N6 yéu cau nguoi ta
phai c6 long can dam va sirc manh vo bién. Nhung cé6 I€, yéu
cau khé khan nhat noi chdng ta, sinh vat séng véi ao tudng,
la sy tu tin vao ban than. Thiéu tu tin, chdng ta nhu nhitng
dira tré so sinh nam trong noi. Va bang cach nao, nhanh
chéng nhat, chung ta vun dap duoc pham chat khé luong
nhung v6 cung quy gia dé? Bang cach nghi ké khac thua kém
minh. Bang cach ngh| minh dugc troi biét dai hon ké khac -
c6 thé la su giau co, hay dia vi, cai miii thang, hay bic hoa

chan dung nguoi cha gia cua Romney@ - bé&i ching bao gid
can nhirng cai trad nguy luon leo cha tri twédng twong con
ngudi. Do d6, diéu trong dai v&i vi tdc trudng, ngudi phai
chinh phuc, phai théng tri, 1a cdm thay rat nhiéu ngudi, ding
hon mot nira nhan loai, tu nhién thua kém minh. N6 thuc su
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la mot trong nhitng ngudn chu yéu cung cap quyén luc cho
6ng Nhung hay cho toi dtlng nhan xét nay soi sang lén doi
song that, t6i nghi thé. N6 cé giup g|a| thich duoc phan nao
nhitng rac réi tdm li ma ta ghi chd xuéng |1é cudc song thuong
nhat? Liéu né gidi thich duwoc khdng su sirng sot cla tdi hom
t6i nghe Z, ngudi dan 6ng nhan dao nhat, khiém tén nhat,

cam |én cubn sach cla Rebecca West@ doc mdt doan trong
d6 roi kéu 1én, “Dlng la tay nit quyén |€u lao! Ba ta goi dan
ong la bon hom hinh!” Toi ngac nhién lam - bai tai sao lai goi
cd West 1a “tay nit quyén léu lao” trong khi cau néi clia cd vé
gi¢i phai khac minh tuy khéng lam mat long nhung rat c6 kha
ndng chinh xac? - cau néi cua 6ng khéng han chi la tiéng kéu
that thanh cda long tu kiéu bi thwong ton; né con la su phan
khang chéng lai cai gi d6 da dam ca gan ding lén can tré
quyén han tin vao chinh minh cla 6ng ta. Sudt bao thé ky, dan
ba phung su nhu [a tdm guong soi cé nang luc nhiém mau va
ngoan muc phan anh hinh anh ngu’dl dan 6ng to gap hai lan
kich thudc that cua han. Khdng cé nang luc do, cé 1é mat dat
van 1a dam lay va rirng ram. Khong ai biét den vinh quang cua
chién tranh. Chung ta van nghuéch ngoac khac hinh huou nai
lén xuong clru va doi chac da lra véi da thu hay nhirng do
trang stc gian di cho trinh do thucmg hgoan chat phac cua
ching ta. Siéu nhan va Nhirng ngoén tay cua dinh ménh chang
bao gio hién hitu. Nga hoang, vua buc va Ao chang bao gi¢r ¢
vuong mién hay dé mat chung. Bat ki ~dung cho muc dich g|
trong xa hdi van minh, guong soi rat thi€t yéu cho tat ca
nhitng hanh dong bao nghiét lan anh hung. D6 la li do vi sao
cd Napoleon!27] 13n Mussolini déu cuong quyét gan ghép su
thua kém 1én dan ba, bdi néu khong, dan 6ng nhu ho sé thua
kém, sé& ngung I&n manh. Diéu d6 gidi thich phan nao dan
ong thudng can cé dan ba & bén. N6 ciing gilp gidi thich tai
sao dan éng hay bon chon khéng yén néu bi dan ba chi trich;
6ng thay khong thé chiu dung duoc khi bi ba Ién tiéng ché bai
cudn sach nay d&, bic tranh kia kém, hodc bat ki diéu gi khac;
va mirc d6 dau ddn, tlrc gidn ndy cao hon nhiéu néu dem so
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v&i truong hop dan ba bi dan 6ng chi trich twong tu. Bdi ngay
lic ba néi Ién su that, hinh anh trong tdm guong soi co rut lai;
va su sinh ton sung slrc cia 6ng ngay lap tirc sut giam. Cach
nao day dé 6ng ti€p tuc phé phan, di khai héa van minh cho
dan ban xu, 1am ludt, viét sach, an mdc lich sy dé doc dién
van trong cac budi tiéc tlng, ngoai trir it nhat trong moi bira
sang, bita tdi, 6ng thdy minh to I&n gap hai Ian kich thudc
that? T6i ngam nghi nhu thé trong luc tay bé vun mau banh
mi, quay tach ca phe va chdc chéc nhin ngum di bd ngoal
duong Ao tudng tdm guong soi la cai gi t6i hé trong bdi n6
bd sung sinh luc va kich thich hé than kinh cta 6ng. Lay né di,
6ng c6 thé chét, nhu ga nghién khong c6 ma tuy dé dung.
NUp dudi mai che cla ao tucyng do, toi ngam nght trong luc
nhin qua clra s6, mot nlra s6 ngudi trén vé dudng dang budrc
nhirng budc dai dén sé& lam. Ho khoac ao banh to, dau déi mii
chinh té dudi nhirng tia nang dong thuan cta o tudng budi
ban mai. Ho bat dau ngay lam viéc day tu tin, virng chii; tin
tudng tai tiéc tra nha c6 Smith, ho sé duwgc moi nguoi yéu
thich; dat chan vao phong, ho tw nhd, minh vuot tréi hon
phdn nira s6 nguoi noi day, va tir dé trd di, ho dn nodi voi
phong thai tu tin, an nhién tu tai, diéu nay anh hudng siu sac
lén d&i séng cdng dong va dan dén nhitng ghi chd la lung bén
|é nhitng suy nghiém riéng tu.

Nhung, nhitng déng gép vao chd dé trac trd va vo cling thd
vi vé tam li ké khac phai nay - toi hi vong né |1a dé tai cho cac
ban nghién clru, khi nao cac ban cé6 trong tay thoi gian nam
tram nam - bi tam thoi gian doan b&i tdi phai moc vi tra tién
blra an trua. Tong cong la nam hao chin xu. T6i dua cho
ngudi hau ban to glay bac mudi hao va anh ta dem tién thoi
lai cho t6i. Trong vi toi con to muoi hao nita; t6i chu y, bdi né
van |a su kién khién tdéi bang hoang su’ng sOt, cai vi cla toi cé
kha nang tu dong dé ra nhirng to giay bac muoi hao. Toi mao
vi va né nam san trong day Xa hoi cung cap cho tai thit ga, ca
phé, givdng ngu, nha ¢, va dé doi lai la mot s6 gidy to di toi
dé lai cho toi, toi néu Ien di ra day khong ngoai li do nay.
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Di t6i, ba Mary Beton, t6i phai ké v&i cac ban, qua doi trong
tai nan nga ngua, khi ba di héng gié & Bombay. Mot budi tdi,
t6i nhan duoc gidy t& thira ké cung luc véi tin ho méi thong
qua dao luat dan ba duoc quyén bd phiéu. Vin kién cla luat
su roi vao thung thu va khi béc ra xem toi biét di toi da dé lai
cho t6i khoan tién nam tram bang moi ndm, sudt doi. Gilra hai
cdi tin - dan ba duoc quyén bd phiéu va tlen - thi tién, cla
chinh t6i, duong nhu quan trong hon nhiéu lam. Truac do, de
ki€m séng t6i lam du th& nghé I3t vat tir nghé v~|et bao, tuong
thuat man dién lra & noi nay, dam cuéi & cho kia; cho dén
nhirng viéc khac nhu giri thu quang cao, doc truyén cho cac
ba gia, lam hoa gia, day chir cdi cho tré em mau gido. Trudc
nam 1918, dé la nhumg cong viéc chinh yeu danh cho phu ni.
Toi e la minh chang can phai miéu ta ti mi trng chi tlet ra day
vé noi kho nhoc cla nhirng cong viéc nay, bai I, chic cac ban
c6é nguoi quen lam nhu’ng cong viéc do; toi ciling chang can
néi Ién su khoé khan cda cudc séng khi phal ki€m tién, bai cb
I& cac ban cling da timg trai qua. Nhung dé lai trong toi vét
thurcmg dau dén, & ché hon ca hai diéu trén 1a liéu doc duoc
cua Iong khi€p so va ndi cay dang ma nhirng ngay thang do
gay nén trong tam tu t6i. Truwdc hét, ludn ludn la cdng viéc
minh khong thich Iam, va 1am nhu ké toi doi, roi phai ninh bo
ludn cdi, chuyén nay c6 |é khong phai lic nao ciing can thiét
nhung hinh nhu khong co khong duorc, boi chuyen rdi ro rat
dé xay ra cho ké ngay thang va roi y nghi tai ndng vuot troi
ma che day c6 nghia 1a chét - nhd bé thdi nhung quy gia doi
v&i ngudi s& hiru né - tiéu tan cung v&i ban nga t6i, linh hon
t6i - tat cd nhu sy hoen gi & mon nu hoa xudn, tiéu huy dén
tan goc cay Tuy nhién, nhu t6i k&, di tdi mat; va moi khi toi
rat to giay bac muoi hao ra tiéu, mot chat sy hoen gi va su
thoi rira dé duoc tdy xda, su so hdi va cay dang ra di. That
thé, toi nght, trong lic nhét dong bac vao vi, qua ki diéu, nho
lai ndi cay dang cda nhirng ngay thang ma ch| can co6 thu nhap
c6 dinh 1a tdm tinh ngum ta thay doi hgay. Khong sirc manh
nao trén thé gian nay cé thé tudc di cua t6i mén tién nam
tram bang dé. Thuc pham, nha cla, quan 4o muon doi 1A cla
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t6i. B&i thé, khéng nhitng su c6 gang va lao luc cham dut, su
thu ghet va noi cay dang trong long t6i ciing tiéu tan. TOi
chang can thu gheét dan ong, han khong lam t0i dau don nira.
T6i chang can ninh bo dan 6ng; han cé cho toi cai gi dau. Toi
mo ho nhdn ra minh c6 thai d6 méi doi véi phan nira nhén
loai. Tuu chung, that phi Ii néu ta do I0| l&n bat ki tang 16p
hoac glou pha| nao. Pa phan nguoi ta chang bao gidr chiju trach
nhiém vé V|ec lam ctia minh. Ho lam theo ban nang von khong
nam trong tam kiém soat cla ho. Ho ciing thé, nhirng 6ng
trwdng tdc, nhirng vi gido su, phai vat 16n v&i biét bao kho
khan, biét bao chudng ngai khing khiép. Nén gido duc day do
ho, va ca toi nira, & binh dién nao dé, sai |am tram trong. Cai
hu h(’)ng, sai trdi dugc day la vi dai. Ding, ho c6 tién bac va
quyén luc, nhung dé tra gia, ho phai nuoi du’dng trong nguc
minh con chim ung, con diéu hau, chiung mudn doi can xeé la
gan va md nat hai buong ph0| ho - ban ning mudén s& hiru,
suw ndn ndng gom gop tién cla thuc day long tham, ho muon
chiém doat rudng dat va tai san ké khac vinh vién; ho day xa
bién gigi va dung c&; ho dong chién ham va ché tao khi doc;
ho hién dang cudc doi minh va cudc doi con chau minh. Ho
diéu hanh xuyén qua cong vom Admiralty (t6i da dit chan dén
dai ki niém do), hay trén bat ki dai 16 tran ngdp huy chuong va
dai bac nao khac, dé thay niém vinh quang chéi ngoi xan lan.
Hay, trong nang xuan, ho dumg nhin nguoi budn ban c6 phiéu
va 6ng luat su tai gidi di vao nha trong lam tién, lam that
nhiéu, nhiéu hon nira, trong khi sy that thi chi can ndm tram
bang m0| nam da du cho mot con ngum séng ém dem trong
nang am. JDay la nhirng ban nang xau duoc che glau toi nghi
thé&. Chung nay sinh tir hoan canh séng, tr su thi€u van minh,
vira nghi t6i vira phéng mat nhin ra tuong cong tuwdc
Cambrldge va dic biét 1a nhirng chiéc Iong chim gan trén cai
mu ba goc cla ong; voi suw cham chd ma c6 1é trudc do chua
bao gi® cé6 ngudi nhin ching nhu thé. Va trong lac t6i nhan ra
nhirng chudng ngai nay, sy khiép so va noi cay dang tu chung
bién hoa thanh ldng thuong hai va niém cam théng; thé roi
trong vong mot hai nim, long thuong hai, niém cam théng
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cling sé tan bién va cudi cing la su giai thoat I6n nhat, su tu
do suy nghi vé moi cdi theo y minh. Thi du, tda nha cao tang
dé, toi thich né hay khéng? Birc tranh d6 dep hay xau? Cudn
sach dé theo y tdi hay hay d&? Qua thé, tai san thira ké di toi
dé lai dd m& ra cho téi thay bau troi, va thay thé hinh tuong
nguoi dan 6ng duong bé, oai phong ma Milton dé nghi toi
xem nhu than tuong, 1a canh sic bau troi mé ra bat ngat.

Cl thé nghi ngon clr thé suy doan, toi lirng thu’ng di bo vé
nha; nha t6i nam bén bo song Anh dén le 16i va néu so voi
thoi diém ban ngay thi c6 su d6i khac khong td duoc tran
ngép London. Nhu thé, mot cai may vi dai sau khi chay suét
ngay troi va voi su tro giup cua ching ta, da dét duoc vai
thudc vai that dep - mot tdm vai ruc Itra véi doi mat do chiéu
sang, mot con quai thu den dm gam thét khac ra hoi tho
nong Ngon gio tu dau bong quat [én nha clra, 3¢ manh hang
rao van vaoi con thinh né khac thuong.

Tuy thé, trén con phd nhé khu nha t6i, cac sinh hoat ndi bo
binh thudng van dién ra. Bac tho son dang tir trén cao tréo
thang xuéng dat; co trong tré dang can than day xe em bé vé
nha tré; ngudi d& than dang xép nhirng vo bao tai lai thanh
dong, nguoi dan ba ban hang rau xanh dang cong s6 sau mot
ngay buodn ban. Nhumg toi qua chim dam vao van dé cac ban
dit 1én vai dén noéi khong thé nhin thay nhu’ng canh tuong
quen thudc nay ma khéng quy chiéu ching vé mot tam diém.
TOi ngh| so v&i cach day mot thé ky, thoi nay that kho so
sanh cac nghé nghiép nay dé xem nghé nao cao trong hon,
thiét yéu hon. Giita nghé d& than va giir em bé, nghé nao hon;
hay ngu¢i dan ba lam thué cham chat mot dan tam dira bé it
gia tri déi véi thé gigi nay hon éng trang su kiém duoc ca
trdm nghin bang? That v6 ich khi héi nhitng cau héi nhu thé;
bdi chang ai tra loi duoc. Khong nhirng gia tri tuong duong
gitta chi ngudi lam va 6ng trang su tr0| sut tuw thap ki nay
sang thap ki kia, ma chdng ta ciing chang hé c6 trong tay
thudc do nao dé phan dinh sy cao thap, ngay ca & thoi diém
hién tai. T6i da hét sirc dién ro yéu cau 6ng gido su cla toi
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cung cap nhitng “bang chirng xac thuc” vé cai nay, cai kia
trong 1&i binh luidn cla 6ng vé dan ba. Ngay ca néu vao luc
nay nguodi ta c6 thé tham dinh gia tri cia bat ki kha ning nao
thi nhitng gia tri dé tuong lai sé bién doi; trong vong mot thé
ky, rat c6 thé ching sé thay déi hoan toan. VA lai, trong mot
tram nam, t6i nghi trong luc dit chan l1én thém ngdi nha, dan
ba sé khong con la gidi phai duwoc bao boc nira. Mot cach hop
li, ho sé& tham gia vao tat ca nhirng sinh hoat va hoat dong ma
c6é thdi ho bi cAm can. Co6 trong tré sé d& than. Ba ban hang
sé diéu khién dau may xe kéo. Moi gid dinh dua trén nhiing
dir kién khi nguoi dan ba con la gi¢i phai dugc bao boc sé
bién mat - thi du nhu (dén day mot toan linh tuan tiéu dién
hanh vé phia cu6i ph6) dan ba, gido si va tho lam vudn séng
lau hon ngudi khac. LAy di su bao boc do, dwa ho vao nhirng
van dong va sinh hoat cung v&i gi¢i phai kia, cho ho mac quan
phuc [am linh, thady thd, cho ho lai tau, cho ho lam tho bén, va
ho sé khong tan Iui khi con qua tré, qua sdm hon dan 6ng,
dén noi ngudi ta phai noéi ciu: “Hom nay tdi tréng thly mot
phu nit,” nhu nguoi ta thudng néi trwdc do: “Téi tréng thay
mot chiéc phi co.” Bat cir chuyén gi ciing c6 thé xay ra, mot
khi ngudi ta khong con phai 1én k& hoach bao boc than phan
ngudi dan ba, téi nghi thé trong luc dua tay mé& ctra. Nhung
tat ca nhirng diéu nay lién can gi dén dé tai bai tiéu luan cla
t6i, “Phu nitr va van hoc”? T6i tu hoi nhu thé trong lic budc
chan vao nha trong.
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Chuong ba

That that vong bai tdi qua téi da chang dem vé |oi phat
biéu hay su kién nao dang ké va xac thuc. Pan ba nghéo ting
hon dan 6ng bdi - li do nay hay |li do kia. Gio day, co I€ toi
phai tir bd ké hoach di tim kiém chan li, duoc gi dau ngoai nui
quan diém néng bdng nhu nham thach va bién mau nhu nuéc
rira bat. Tét hon, tdi nén khep man cura lai; chdan dirng, khong
cho su nhiéu loan tir bén ngoal lot vao; thap |én ngon den; thu
hep muc tiéu tim kiém va di hdi nha viét s, ngudi ghi chep
su kién chir khéng phdi quan diém, nhd 6ng miéu ta cho toi
r6 hoan canh song cua phu nit, khong phai qua moi thoi dai,
ma & Anh qudc, dudi thoi Nit hoang Elizabeth [Dé Nhat] chang
han.

B&i cau hoi khong cé 161 dap van deo dang hét thoi nay
sang thoi khac la tai sao khong c6 ngudi phu nit nao déng
gop mot chir vao cai kho tang van chuong hoanh trang kia,
trong khi ctr hai ngudi dan 6ng thi c6 mét ngudi biét sdng tac
ca khic hodc lam tho. Dan ba thoi trwdc séng nhu thé nao?
Toi tu hdi; bdi sdng tac van hoc, cong viéc sang tao cua tri
twdng khac voi khoa hoc, khéng nhu hon sdi roi xudng mat
dat; van hoc gi6ng nhu cai mang nhén, bam dinh vao bon goc
cua doi song, mac du c6 |é né chi bam ho. Thong thu’dng
chang may ai thady n6 bam nhu thé nao; chiang han, kich cla
Shakespeare hinh nhu mét minh mot cdi treo trén do. Nhung
khi cai mang nhén bi kéo chéch sang mét phia, cong queo
ngoai ria, rach nat bén trong, thi ngudi ta chot nhé ké giéng
chung glua khong trung khong phai la nhirng sinh vat vo the;
ching la san pham clia nhitng con ngudi khén khé, va ching
bam lén nhitng cai thong thuong, hiru hinh nhu sitc khoé,
tién bac va nha ctra ching ta sinh séng bén trong.

B&i thé, toi di tim ké sach lich st va 1ay xudng mot trong
nhirng cudn mai nhat cé nhan dé “Lich s Anh quoc” cua giao

48



Su Trevelyan@. M6t 1an nira, tdi do tiéu muc “Phu nit”, tim
cum tu “vi tri cia” va mé& trang sach. T6i doc “Danh dap vo la
quyén han duoc mac nhién céng nhan cta dan éng, dan éng
danh vo khong bi nguoi trén ciing nhu ké dudi ché cuoi”. S
gia tiép tuc, “Tuong tu nhu thé, con gai khéng chiu 1ay chdng
do cha me lua chon sé bi nhét trong phong va bi danh dap
dén nhir tl, 1én bd xudng rudng; ép duyén khdng hé gay soc
trong du luan. Hon nhan khong phai la chuyén tinh cam riéng
tw, ma la chuyén muu loi cho gia dinh, dic biét & nhirng tang
9] thuong lvu ‘hiép si’... Hon udc dat ra khi dira tré ¢6 khi ca
hai, con nam trong n0| va hon 1é duoc cir hanh ngay sau khi
chung lia tay ba va”. D6 la khoang nam 1470, khoéng lau sau
thoi dai cia Chaucert??l. vin ban ké ti€p toi tim thiy dé cap
dén dia vi ngudi phu nir cia hai trdm ndm sau, thoi cua
Stuarts. “Dan ba thudc tang 16p thuong luu va trung luu lay
chong theo y minh van la biét I&; sau khi nguoi chong duoc
chon, 6ng ta la chda té, la chu gia dinh, luat phép cﬁng nhuw
tuc |8 cho phép nhu thé. “Tuy nhién, ngay ca thé,” Giao su
Trevelyan két ludn, “dan ba trong tac pham cla Shakespeare
hodc cac tap hoi ki kha tin viét vao thé ky XVIl clia Verney va
Hutchinson hinh nhu chang may ai mudn c6 cd tinh riéng.”

Han 14 thé, nhung néu suy xét ky chung ta thay Cleopatra cé
duong 16i riéng cla nang; ngudi ta cé thé tin 1a Lady Macbeth
cling c6 riéng mot y chi; con nguoi ta phai két luan Rosalind la
mot c6 gai hap dan. Gido su Trevelyan da khéng néi hét su
that khi o6ng phat b|eu dan ba trong tac pham cua
Shakespeare hinh nhu chang ai muon co ca tinh riéng. Khong
phai 1a nha viét s, ngudi ta c6 thé di xa hon va tuyén b6 dan
ba chay sang nhu ngon hai dang trong tac pham cua cac thi si
tv thoi c6 dai - Clytemnestra, Antigone, CIeopatra Lady
Macbeth, Phedre, Cressida, Rosalind, Desdemona, cong nuong
Malfi, trong tac pham kich; roi phai ké dén trong tac pham van
xuoi: Millamant, Clarissa, Becky Sharp, Anna Karenina, Emma
Bovary, Madame de Guermantes - tén tudi cac nit nhan vat dé
clr th€ Ua vao tdm tri, ho cho thdy dan ba chang hé “thiéu ca
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tinh” chit nao. Qua thé, néu dan ba khong hién hitu, ngoai trir
trong cac tac pham hu cau viét bdi dan 6ng, thi nguoi ta phai
tudng tuong nang la nhan vat cuc ki quan trong; rat da dang,
anh hung va hen ha; tuoi sang va téi tam; dep dé vo cung va
xau xi tot do; vi dai chang kém dan 6ng, tham chi ¢ nguoi

cho la con hon the@. Nhung day 1a dan ba trong tac pham
van hoc. Su that 1a, nhu gido su Trevelyan chi ra cho chung ta
ro, nang bi nh6t trong phong va bi danh dap dén nhir t, 1én
bo xudng rudng.

Mot su tong hop ki di do d6 xuat hién. Trong tri tu’dng,
nang la nhan vat cuc ki quan trong; ngoai thuc té, nang chang
la gi; trong thi ca, nang tran ngap tu’ng con chir, trong lich su
nang vang mat. Nang toa khap ddi séng vua chda va la ngum
chinh phuc trong tiéu thuyét; nhung su that, nang la no Ié cua
bat ki ciu trai ndo sau khi cha me ciu an cai nhan vao ngén
tay nang. Trong van chuong, nhitng tir ngit cao nhi nhat,
nhirng tu tudng thim thuy nhat thot ra tr ddi moi nang;
ngoai doi that, nang gan nhu mu chir va l1a tai san cda chong
nang.

NEu doc sir trudc roi doc tho sau, chac chan ta sé lién
twdng dén glong quai vat ki di - con giun c6 canh nhu chim
wng; doi song tinh than va sac dep bam vun cung m& bo
trong nha bép. Nhitng con quai thu nay, tuy la 1am trong tri
tucmg tuong, nhumg khong hién hiru ngoal doi thuc. Dé dua
nang ra anh sang, nguoi ta phai van dung hai cach suy
nghiém cung luc, vira thi vi vra dung tuc, nho dé su that
khong vudt mat - rang ba tén Martin, ba muoi sau tudi, mic
ao mau xanh, doi non den va di giay nau; nhung ciing dirng
dé mat cai nhin hu cau - ba 1a cdi binh chira trong dé du loai
tinh than va nhirng na”mg luc chuyén van va chiéu sang mudn
doi. Tuy nhién, khi thir ap dung phuong phap suy luan nay voi
nguoi phu nir song dudi thdi Elizabeth, ludng sang bong
dung tat ngam nguoi ta khumg lai b&i su khan hiém dir kién.
Chang ai biét cin ké diéu gi, khdng hé c6 su that hoan toan
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chinh xac va thuc chat vé nang. Lich st nhiac dén nang that it
di. Va t6i gi& lai cudn sach cla gidao su Trevelyan dé xem, lich
sir nghia 1a gi v&i 6ng. Toi tim thiy tén moi chuong sach dai
dé nhu sau:

“Triéu dinh Manor va nhitng phuong phap canh dién... Dan
Cistercian va viéc chan nudi ctru... Cubc vien chinh cia Thap
tw quan... Trudng Dai hoc... Th& dan Nghij vién... Cudc chién
mot tram nam... Chién tranh hoa hong... Nhitng hoc gia thoi
Phuc hung... Su giai thé nhirng tu vién... Su tai phan chia dién
dia va cubc xung doét ton giao... Nguon goc hai lyc Anh
quéc... Ham doi...”, van van. Thi thoang, tén tudi mot nguoi
dan ba duoc nhac dén, Elizabeth, Mary; mot nit hoang, mot
cdng nuong cao quy. Nhung khéng hé thidy ngudi phu nir
thudc tang |6p trung luu, ngudi khdng cé gi trong tay ngoai
khoi 6¢ va ca tinh trong y thirc Jam chd cdia minh, tham du vao
bat ki phong trao I&n nao, nhﬁ'ng phong trao dem hop lai sé
tuu thanh cai nhin cta s gia vé qua khir. Ngay ca trong glal
thoai hoac da st ciing khong co. Aubrey chang viét gi vé
minh. Ba khong bao gid viét vé cudc doi ba, nhat ki cling
khéng; chi c6 chirng muoi bic thu tay cua ba con luu lai. Ba
khong soan kich ciing chang lam tho dé qua dé ching ta c6
thé thdm dinh con ngu’m ba. Toi chanh nghl diéu nguoi ta
mong maoi - va tai sao cac sinh vién wu ti cia Newnham hay
Girton khéng cung cap cho ching ta? - la khoi luong Ién
nhitng théng tin; ba |y chdng ndm bao nhiéu tudi; ba cé bao
nhiéu ngudi con; nha clra ba ra sao; ba c6 can phong riéng
khéng; ba cé tu tay nau nudng khéng, ba c6 phai la hang
ngum nudi day té trong nha? Tat ca nhung dir kién nay con
nam yén noi nao do, co |€ la trong s6 dang ki cla gido xu
hodc ho so ké khai hanh chinh; doi séng nguoi phu nir trung
binh thoi Elizabeth phal nam rai rac dau do, biét dau ngudi ta
c6 thé tap hop lai va hoan thanh mot cudn sach. Tham vong
nay vuot qud ca su liéu Iinh cda chinh t6i, t6i nghi trong lic
nhin quanh quat l1&én ké sach tim kiém nhirng cuén ma téi biét
khéng c6, va téi dé nghi sinh vién cac trudng dai hoc danh
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tiéng trén hay viét lai lich s&, mac du, tdi phai cdng nhan né
c6 vé kha ki qudc, phi thuc té va léch lac lam sao; nhung tai
sao khong déng gop thém vao dong chinh sur trang st phu
nay, di nhién 1a goi né bang cai tén kin dao dé cac ba nhan ra
ma khéng thay khi€ém nhi? Bdi, ching ta thudng thodng thay
béng ho trong cudc song nhu nhitng nhan vat vi dai, nhung
cai bong mau chong blen mat vao hau truong, an nap, doi khi
toi nghl thé, cai chdp mat, nu cudi, va co |é ca giot lé. Va nai
cho cuing, chiing ta c6 day dd doi séng cla Jane Austen; c6 vé
nhu khéng can thiét phai xét lai bi kich cGa Joanna Bailliel31]
anh hudng dén tho Edgar Allan Poel32! nhu thé nao: riéng téi,
t6i khong thé'y c6 van dé gi néu ngudi ta dong clra nha va
dinh thu cla Mary Russell Mitford chi it ca thé ky, khong cho
cong ching vao xem nira. Nhung, t0i tiép tuc suy nghi, mat lai
ngudc 1én nhin ké sich, diéu t6i thady dang trach |1a ching ta
khéng hé biét gi vé ngudi phu nir trudc thé ky XVII. Toi
khéng biét dwa vao dau cho nhirng suy nghiém cla minh. Tai
noi day toi dat cau hoi tai sao dan ba dudi thdi Elizabeth
khéng lam tho, va t6i khéng r6 ho duoc gido duc nhu thé nao;
ho duoc day viét hay khong, ho cé phong lam viéc riéng
khong; bao nhiéu nguoi c6 con trudgc nam hai muoi mot tudi;
dai dé, ho lam gi trong suot thoi glan t tam gio sang dén
tdm gio toi. Hién nhién, ho khong c6 tién; va theo nhu giao su
Trevelyan cho biét, duU mudn hay khdng, ho phai lay chong
ngay sau khi roi nha tré, co |1é khi m&i muoi lam muoi sau
tubi. Bai thé, toi di dén két luan |a chang bao gi cé chuyén
dot nhién mot nguoi trong ho 1A kich gia tam c& Shakespeare,
va toi bong nghi dén ngudi dan 6ng l1én tudi kha kinh da qua
doi, sinh thoi 6ng 1a gidm muc, tdi nghi thé, dng tirng tuyén
b6 khéng ngum dan ba nao, trong qua khu, hién tai hay
tuong lai o thé 1a thién tai nhu Shakespeare. Ong viét nhu
thé trong, mot bai bao. C6 ba ménh phu dén tham van va éng
bao ba rang loai meo khong |én thién dudng, do la su kién
hién nhién, mac du, éng noi thém, ching ciing c6 thi linh hon
nao do. Bao nhiéu la suy nghi nhirng 6ng lao kha kinh nay
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dung dé ciru roi ching ta? Véi cach suy luan nhu thé, 1am sao
ho thu nho bién gidi cla su ngu dét duoc? Méo khdng Ién
thién dang. Pan ba khong thé viét kich nhu Shakespeare.
Budn cudi that diy, nhung toi khong thé khéng ngh| trong
lic ngudc nhin nhirng tac pham cua Shakespeare nam uy ngh|
trén ké sach, biét dau ngai giam muc & binh dién nao d6 cé Ii;
dan ba soéng vao thoi dai Shakespeare viét kich nhu
Shakespeare la chuyén hoan toan bat kha. Hay cho toi tudng
tuong, bdi dir kién kho tim qua rang chuyén gi Xay ra néu
Shakespeare c6 ngudi em gai ma thién tu chang kem gi ong,
hidy goi nang la Judith. Me Shakespeare 1a ngudi séng nh& cla
thira ké va rat c6 thé éng duoc gl vao trudng noi 6ng hoc
tiéng Latin - trudc tac cua Ovid, Virgil va Horace@ - cung
cac nguyén tac co ban cua ngit phap va luan li hoc. Nhu
ching ta biét, 6ng la cau trai phdng tiung, 6ng di sdn tho, c6
1& ca nai; két hon voi va v&i ngudi dan ba gan nha, va ba ta dé
ngay cho 6ng dira con. Ong bé nha 1én London di tim su
nghiép. C6 vé 6ng yéu thich _nha hat kich; 6ng khoi nghlep
bang nghé gilr ngua ngoai cong rap. Chang bao lau, 6ng co
viéc lam trong nha hat, trd thanh mot dién vién kich kha
thanh céng va séng giita trung tam vii tru, éng gap 9o, quen
biét moi ngudi, lam nghe thuat trén san khau, phé dién
nhitng diéu minh tri€t ngoai dudng phé, tham chi duoc phép
ra vao lau dai cia hoang hau.

Trong khi d6, c6 em gai tai nang la thuong cua 6ng ching
ta cr gia thi nhu thé, van & nha. Nang cGng mang trong
ngum dong mau phiéu luu, ciing giau tri tucng twong va om
ap giac moéng di du ngoan thé glm nhu 6ng. Nhung nang
khong duoc dén truong. Ngay ca van pham va luan li nang
cling chang duoc hoc, néi gi dén viéc doc trudc tac cua
Horace hay Virgil. Thi thodng nang cam Ién cudn sach, cé Ié
cua anh nang, va doc vai trang. Nhung cha me nang budc vao
va bao nang di may va quan ao chi dirng tho than vé&i sach Y}
lam gi. Cha me nang néi v&i nang bang giong nghiém khac
nhung khdong ghét bo, bdi ho thudc thanh phan kha gia, ho
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hiéu ré ki€p séng cla nguoi phu nir va that tinh yéu thudng
con gai minh - qua thé, chac chan nang la bau vat trong mat
nguoi cha. Co 1€, ldc mot minh O’ nha, nang lén lat V|et lach
linh tinh nhung nang can than giau kin nhirng trang viét hodc
V|et xong roi dot. Tuy thé, chang bao lau, trudc khi budc sang
tudi hai muoi, nang duoc cha me h&a hén vdi cau con trai
ngudi lam len cing thén xém. Nang ghét ldy chong va nang
khoc léc i 6i, vi thé nang bi cha danh dip tan nhan. Roi 6ng
hgung chlti mang nang. Thay vao dé ong van xin nang dung
lam ong dau dén, dirng lam 6ng mat mat voi chuyén hon
nhan cua nang. Ong hira sé cho nang xau chudi hay cai ao
dep; va khée mat 6ng wét ddm nhirng giot 18. Lam sao nang
cdi |0 cha dugc? Lam sao nang dé 6ng dau khé duoc? Nhung
sirc manh tu chinh tai nang cla nang da thac day nang di dén
quyét dinh. Thu gom it quan ao tu trang vao cal tai nhd, mot
dém hé, tir phong trén, nang thong day du xuéng dat va bd
nha tim duong di London. Tudi nang chua day mudi bay.
Tiéng hat nang con hay hon tiéng hot cha bay chim dau trén
canh. Giong nhu anh nang, nang cé tai phd nhac cho tho va
dam mé san khau. Nang ding ngoai clra rap; nang bao nang
muén dién kich. Pam dan éng pha lén cudi vao miii nang.
Ngudi quan i rap - gi dan 6ng to béo, moi tré - cudi ha ha.
Ga rong Ién nhitng diéu vé chd 16ng xu mua may lam tro va
dan ba dién kich - gd bao nang rdng dan ba khéng do&i nao
tré thanh dien vién duogc. Ga ngu y ddy - nhung chac cac ban
hiéu gd mudn noéi gi. Nang sé khong duoc huan luyén dién
xuat. Ngay ca chuyén vao quan ruou goi bita dn hay lang
thang mot minh ngoai duong vao nira dém ciing khé long xay
ra. Nhung thién tu cGa nang hién 16 noi long say mé sang tao,
nang khao khat muén vao xem tudng tan ki€p séng cla dan
éng, dan ba va dem ching vao vdn chuong. Cudi cing - bdi
nang con tré 1am, lai gidng anh nang mot cach ki quac mat
nang la Shakespeare thi si, ciing hai mat xam tro va déi 16ng
may vong nguyét - cudi cung Nick Greene, ga dién vién kiém
quan li rap hat thay thuong cdm; mot hdm nang thiy minh cé
con v&i ga va thé 1a - ai 1a nguoi di do ludng strc ndng va
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cwdng d6 manh liét cda trai tim thi si khi né quan quiu va hon
loan trong co thé ngudi dan ba? - mdt dém déng gia lanh,
nang tu két lieu doi minh va than xac nang vui dudi long dat,
noi ngd tu dudng ma ngay nay xe buyt do bén gan khu
Elephant va Castle.

it nhiéu theo t6i, dé 1a cau chuyén cla ngudi dan ba thién
tv nhu Shakespeare, song dudi thdi Shakespeare. Riéng phan
t6i, tdi dong y v&i ngai gidm muc di qua doi, néu qua that
nhu thé - 1a khéng ai nghi duédi thdi Shakespeare cé ngudi
dan ba nao c6 thién tai nhu Shakespeare. B&i, thién tai nhu
Shakespeare khéng sinh ra trong gia dinh lao dong, khdng
hoc hanh, thudc tang I6p t6i doi. N6 khdng sinh ra & Anh
quoc bdi chiing téc Saxon va Briton. Ngay nay, né ciing khong
sinh ra trong giai cdp cd6ng nhan. Vay thi lam sao n6 c6 thé
sinh ra glua nhirng ngum dan ba ma theo loi giao su
Trevelyan viéc nha viéc clra bat dau trudc khi ho ra khdi nha
tré, nhung ngum bi cha me ép budc phdi lam nhu thé bai
quyén nang cla luat phap va tuc 1€? Tuy vay mot nguoi phu
nir thién tai nhu thé chac chan phai hién hitu giira tang 16p lao

dong. Thi thoang, mot Emily Bronté hay mot Robert Burns[34]
bung lén va minh ching sy hién hiru cua no. Nhung diéu hién
nhién 1a né ching bao gio dugc ghi chép vao sach VOo. Tuy
thé, hé doc dwoc mau chuyén vé mu phu thuy bi dim xuéng
nuwdc chét, hay nguoi dan ba bi quy am, nguoi dan ba thong
thai ban thudc thao moc, thdm chi ba me nguoi dan Ong tai
gioi, t6i chot nghi ching ta dang déi theo mot tiéu thuyét gla
bi quén lang, mot thi si bi chén ép, modt Jane Austen séng
trong cdm ldng va tam tdi, mot Emily Bronté v& 6c chét trong
dam lay hodc nhan nhé, dién dai lang thang ngoai dudng cai,
vOi su tra tan gay nén boi chinh thién tai cda minh. Qua thé,
tdi con dam liéu linh uwdc doan cai tén Khuyét Danh, tac gia
khong biét bao nhiéu bai tho khong ki tén, thong thudng phai
1A dan ba. Chinh Edward Fitzgerald!3%! 13 nguoi dua ra gia
thuyét tac gia nhirng khuc balat va dan ca la dan ba, ho sang
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tac dé hat ru con, hat bén khung cti, hodc trong dém doéng
dai bat tan.

Diéu nay cé thé dung, cé thé sai - ai biét duoc? - nhung
hinh nhu t6i nhin ra su that khi 6n lai cau chuyén c6 em gai
Shakespeare ma t6i bia ra, d6 1a bat cir ngudi phu nit nao sinh
ra v&i thién tu hon nguoi & thé ky XVI déu tré nén dién loan
va cubi cung, phai tv két lieu d&i minh hodc cd ddc séng not
quang doi con lai trong tup léu bén ngoai thén lang, nira phu
thay, nira phap su va bi nguoi doi so hdi, nhao bang Vi ngum
ta khdong can nhiéu kién thirc tam |i hoc dé biét chac mot co
gdi thién tu hon ngudi cé tdn dung tai nang cda minh dé 1am
tho thi duong nhién sé bi ké khac tim cach ngan trd va pha
hai, tam tu cd sé bi hanh ha va xé roi tirng manh bai chinh
nhirng ban nang day mau thuan cda minh, dén n0| chac chan
la than xac c6 trd nén tan ta va dau 6c c¢d mat su tinh tao.
Khong nguaoi con gal nao cé thé dirng trudc clra san khau kich
& London, chen vao tim gap ngudi dién vién, kiém quan li san
khiu ma khong ty chuéc vao nguoi nhirng dau kho, phién nio
ghé gém, ndi khd dé du cé thé phi li - bdi su trinh bach la
linh vat do xa hdi ddt ra khéng can vién vao li do xac dang
nao - nhung van khoéng sao tranh khoi. Su trinh bach vao thoi
dé, va ngay ca thoi béy gio, trong cuoc doi nguéri dan ba, cé
vai tro quan trong cua ton gido, ho phai dung y chi va ban
nang dé tréi né lai, nén cat dut day tréi, thd tv do cho né nhin
thay anh sang ban ngay la viéc lam doi hoi long can dam vo
bién. Ngudi dan ba sinh vao thé ky XVI & London, séng cuéc
song tu do khong bi troi budc, nhu mot nir si, mot kich gia,
c6 nghia la séng trong tinh trang cang thang than kinh va tién
thoai ludng nan, mot tinh trang c6 thé dan dén cai chét. Gia
st ba khong chét, nhung ngay ca thé nhirng gi ba viét cling sé
bi b6p méo va bién dang, két qua cua nhirng tri twdng twong
léch lac va bénh hoan. Hién nhién, toi nghl trong luc nhin Ién
ké sach noi toi chang thay v& kich nao cla nit tac g|a nhirng
tac pham cua ba khéng cé chir ki. D6 phai 1a noi trd an ba tim
ki€ém. Chinh vét tich cay nghiét clia y thirc vé su trinh bach nay
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khién dan ba & ngay thé ky XIX vira qua van phai an danh khi
viét van. Currer BeII[36] George Eliot, George Sand[37], nhirng
nan nhan clua cuéc xung doét bén trong nhu tic pham ho
chirng to, déu that bai trong viéc che gidu ban than minh bang
cach lay tén nam gi¢i lam buat danh. Lam thé, ho chi tdon cao
thém cai quy udc dan ba noi tiéng thi dang khinh, mét quy
wdc néu khéng do gidi phai kia dat ra thi ciing duoc ho
khuyén khich hd tro (Pericles!38! tirng néi vinh du cua nguwi
dan ba khéng phai la viéc dugc néi dén, trong khi chinh éng
la ngum duoc néi dén rat nhiéu). Trong mau ngudi dan ba cé
san su an danh. Ho khong thich 16 dién. Tham chi ngay hay,
ho van khéng mang dén danh vong nhu dan éng, va noi
chung, khi di ngang qua moé chi hay blen chi dudng ho khong
cam thay bj théi thac phai lam cai gi dé tén minh nam trén do,
nhu Alf, Bert hodac Chas phai lam bé&i dé la ban nang cua ho,
cdi ban nang rén I&n khe khé khi thdy c6 béng dang dan ba,
tham chi la mot con cho, Ce chien est a moi (Con chd nay la
cla t0|) Va di nhién, c6 thé khéng pha| la con cho, té6i nho
den quang truong Parliament, Sieges va nhu’ng dai 16 khac; co
thé né 1a mot manh dat hoic mOt nguoi dan Ong toc quan den
nhanh. Mot trong nhitng wu diém lam dan ba la ngum ta o
thé di qua co6 gai da den duyén dang, xinh dep ma khong can
wdc tham phai chi bién c6 thanh ngudi dan ba Anh.

Ngudi dan ba dé, sinh ra véi tai tho van vao thé ky XVI, 1a
ngudi khdng hanh phic va tu bat hoa véi chinh minh. Tat ca
nhitng diéu kién sinh séng, tat ca nhitng ban ning trong
chinh ban than ba dong loat chéng déi cai tdm thirc can thiét
dé ba tv do budng tha bat cir diéu gi hién Ién trong tri nio.
Nhung t6i tu hoi, tam thirc nao thi phu hop v&i hoat dong
sang tao? Nguodi ta c6 cach nao nhan ra y niém cua tam thic
nay khong? Tam thirc ma nho né mai tao thanh thao tac ki la
kia. D&n day, t6i gilt bd tuyén tdp nhirng bi kich cua
Shakespeare Thi du, trong dau Shakespeare la tam thirc gi khi
ong viét v& Lear, v& Antony va C/eopatra? Chac chan né 1a tim
thirc phu hop nhat cho thi ca ma chua hé hién hitu trudc do.
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Nhung chinh Shakespeare lai chang noi gi vé diéu nay. Ching
ta chi tinh co biét la ong “khdng bao gio boi xb6a mot dong
chir”. C6 thé trudc thé ky XVIII, nghé si chang bao gio noi vé

tam thc cda minh trong lac sang tao. Rousseau@ co lé la
ngudi dau tién. DU sao ching nira, budc sang thé ky XIX, khai
niém vé y thirc phat trién dén doé van nghé si c6 théi quen
miéu tad nhitng gi ho tu duy, ho viét sich tv thd hoac tu
truyén. Cudc doi ho cling duoc phoi bay trén trang sach, va
nguoi ta con in thu tir cia ho sau khi ho qua doi. Do dé, du
ching ta khéng biét Shakespeare nghi gi khi 6ng viét v& kich
Lear, chiing ta lai biét rat ré Carlyle!4% nghi gi khi viét Cich
mang Phap; FIaubert@ nghi gi khi viét Ba Bovary; Keats@
nghi gi khi 6ng viét nhitng dong tho vé cai chét dang dén va
s than nhién cla thé gian.

Va thu gop tu tu sach van chu’dng tu truyén hién dai khong
16 nay de viét mot tac pham cla thién tai la viéc cuc ki kho
khan, gan nhu khéng lam nbi. Chang c6 gi bao dam day 1a tat
ca nhirng gi c6 trong dau 6c nha van. Thong thudng, néd trai
nghich v&i nhitng yéu t6 vat chat. Ché sé sua; con nguoi
khéng bat tl; phai lam ra tién; bénh tat sé t&i. Thém nira, tat
ca nhitng khé khan nay con bi nhan Ién b&i su than nhién
thuong tinh cua thé gian. N6 khéng yéu cau ngudi ta lam tho,
viét tiéu thuyet hay viét st; né khéng can nhirng dieu do. N6
khéng can biét Flaubert c6 tim ra tu ngu dac dia hay khong
hoac Carlyle cé caNn trong trong viéc kiéem chirng dir kién nay
dit kién no. Nghiém nhién, n6 sé khong tra tién cho cai né
khéng muén. Va vi thé, nhitng nha van nhu Keats, Flaubert,
Carlyle da vap phai, nhat 1a & thoi tudi tré, tat ca nhirng triéu
chirng cta sy Iéch hudng va nan long. N6 la |oi nguyén, la
tiéng kéu clha noi thong khoé, vong 1én tir nhitng cudn sach tu
thi. “Nhitng nha tho vi dai chét cai chét cuc ki dau dén” - d6
la hé luy phat sinh tir bai ca ctia ho. Néu cé cai gi tir do di ra
thi né phai 1a phép mau va c6 18 khdng cudn sach nao ra doi
ma toan ven va khong que quat nhu khi duoc thai nghén.
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Nhung d6i v&i ngudi phu nit, téi nghi trong ltc nhin 1&én ké
sach tréng tron, nhitng khé khan nay con ghé gém hon gap
boi. Dau tién 13, trwdc thé ky XIX, con gdi trong nha cé riéng
cho minh can phong, mét can phong binh thuong chi chua
noi dén can phong bdn bé yén & hay cé hé thdong cach am, la
diéu khong thé xay ra, ngoai trir trudng hop cha me co la
ngudi giau c6 tot bac hodc thudc giai cap quy toc. Tién tdi cla
O, vOn tuy thudc vao Iong tét cla cha cd, chi dd cho c6 may
quan 4o, chang bao gio ¢c6 duoc hudng nhirng thu vui hoac
tién nghi tamNthuong nhu cudc dao choi, chuyén du lich nuéc
Phap, hay cho & riéng, mot can ho tuy lup xup nhung it ra né
gilp c6 thoat khdi su phién nhiéu va chuyén ché cla gia dinh,
Keats hoac Tennyson hodc CarIer déu co6 diéu kién thuc hién
nhitng diéu nay du ho chang giau co gi. Khé khan vat chat ghé
gém nhudng thé; nhung khé khin phi vat chat con toi té hon
nhiéu. Su than nhién cha thé gian ma Keats va Flaubert hodac
nhitng thién tai khac thay qua sirc chiu dung trong truong
hop cha dan ba, la su chong d0| day gay han. Vai nhirng
nguoi nay, thé gian bao, Ong mudn viét gi thi viét, né chang
thay do6i ching toi ti nao”. Nhung véi dan ba, giong ho khac
han, ho néi véi tiéng cudi day nhao bang, “Viét lach ha? Van
chwong cla ba thi c6 ich loi gi ma viét? Pay, nhitng nha tam i
hoc cla hai trudng Newnham va Girton cé thé ra lay giup
chung ta”, téi nghi thé trong luc lai nhin I1én khoang tréng trén
ké sach. Chac chan da dén lac, tac dong cua su da pha lam
nan long nguoi nghe ST sang tao phai nix can duoc do Iu’dng,
nhu toi tirng thay céng ti san xuat sira do luvong hiéu tng cua
sita thuong va sira loai A 1én co thé giong chudt. Ho nhét hai
con chudt trong hai cai 16ng dit canh nhau, mot con thi lao
lién, rut re va nhd bé, con con kia thi muot ma, manh dan va
to béo. Xin hoi chung ta cho nhitng nit nghé si dn uéng nhu
thé nao? Vira hdi toi vira nhd lai bira an tdi véi man khé va
banh sira. Dé tra i cau hdi do, toi chi can gié trang bao an
ban budi t6i va doc quan diém cla Lord Birkenhead!#3! -
nhung that tinh t6i chang mudn viét va sao chép lai quan
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diém vé vian chuong phai nit cta Lord Birkenhead lam gi.

Nhitng gi Dean Ingel#4] n¢i i ciing dé yén ddy. Va ci dé cac
chuyén gia cua Harley Street bac loa khua dong ti€ng doi am
vang con ducmg Harley v&i nhitng diéu dao to bua Ién, ma
chang soi tdc nao trén dau tdi dung dirng ca. Tuy nhién, toi sé

trich dan |61 6ng Oscar Brownmg@, bdi c6 thoi 6ng la nhan
vat lrng lay cta Dai hoc Cambridge va 6ng tirng khao hach
sinh vién hai trvong Girton va Newnham. Ong Oscar Browning
thuong hay phat biéu “an tugng dé lai trong dau sau Khi ong
cham bat c loat bai du thi nao 13, khéng can blet dlem ong
cho nhu thé nao, tri tué cla cOo nir sinh vién XUuat sac nhat
ciing chang thé nao vuot qua ndi cau sinh vién kem cdi nhat”.
Sau khi phat biéu nhu thé, ong Browning tré vé phong - va
doan tiép theo mai la cai khién 6ng duoc thuong mén va lam
hinh tugng _con nguoi ong to lon, ducmg bé - 6ng trd vé
phong va bat gdp ga phu chudng ngua nam dai trén sé pha -
“mot b6 xwong khéng hon khong kém, hai bén ma ga [6m sau
xudng va vang xam, rdng g den, duong nhu ga khéng du sirc
cw déng tay chan... ‘Day 1a Arthur.’ (Ong Browning noi tiép)
‘Cau ay that ra 1a con nguoi dé thuong va co tu tuong thanh
cao nhat.”” Vi t6i, hai hinh anh nay luon ludn bd sung cho
nhau. Va sung suong thay, & thoi dai viét tiéu st nay thuong
bao gio cung co hai hinh anh bo sung 1an nhau, dé tir d6,
chung ta c6 thé Ii glal quan diém vi nhan khéng han chi dua
vao nhirng gi ho néi ma con la nhirng gi ho lam.

Nhung du thoi nay diéu nay tuong déi phé bién, nhitng
quan diém nhu thé tr cac nhan vat lay lirng cach day ndm
muoi nam cé anh hudng that gheé gcrm Chung ta hday gia su
nguoi cha trong gia dinh mong muon con cai minh thanh dat
nhung o6ng khdng muén c6 con ga| di xa nha va tré thanh nha
van, hoa si hay hoc gia. “Con thay 6ng Oscar Browning ndi gi
khong?”, 6ng bao v&i con gai nhu vay; va khong phai chi cé
minh 6ng Oscar Browning; con to Thu bay diém bdo nira: lai
c6 ca dng Greg - 6ng nay nhan manh, “cot 16i cua ban chat
ngudi dan ba 1a ho séng nhd vao su tro gilp cda dan 6ng va
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ho 1a ké hau ha dan 6ng.” - ¢6 khong biét co man nao ma ké
nhitng quan diém nhu thé cGa nam gigi vé nir gidi va nhirng
quan diém d6 déng gép vao quan niém chung, dé 1a dung ki
vong diéu gi tir tri tué ngudi phu nit. Ngay ca, néu 6ng b6 co
gai khéng doc to 1&én nhirtng quan diém nay thi chinh c6 cGng
doc tu dau do; tham chi, sang the ky XIX, sinh luc ctia c6 van
bi dé nén va n6 anh hurdng sau sac lén viéc lam cla 6. Ludn
luén pha| vuon lén khang dinh, chéng lai va danh bai dinh
ki€n - c6 khong thé nao lam ndi chuyén do, c6 khong cé kha
ndng. C6 I&, doi voi ti€u thuyét gia ngay nay, con vi khuan nay
da bot tai hai phan nao; bdi da xuat hién nhumg nha van nir
xuat sac. Nhung véi hoa si thi chat dbdc con nang; va vai nhac
s, theo t6i, ngay ca bay gi®, né van hoanh hanh va cuc ki doc
hai. Nha soan nhac phai nit ngay nay dirng & vi tri c6 nit dién
vién san khau thoi Shakespeare. Nick Greene, cac ban con nho
cau chuyén t6i bia ra vé cd6 em gai Shakespeare chit, néi la dan
ba dién xuit trén san khau chi khién 6ng ta lién tudng dén
con ché dién trd mia may. Hai trdm nam sau, Johnson |3p lai
cau ndi dé khi dng ndi vé ngudi phu nit giang dao. Va day, toi
noi trong ltc 1at cudn sach viét vé am nhac, ching ta c6 dan
chirng chit nghia, viét vao cai nim 1928 tuoi sang nay, vé dan
ba muén trd thanh nha soan nhac. “N6i vé Germaine
Tailleferrel4®], nguei ta chi c6 thé 13p lai cau néi cla tién si
Johnson lién quan dén dan ba giang dao, chi can thé cho soan
nhac véi giang dao. ‘Thua ngai, dan ba ma soan nhac thi cung
nhu con ché di bang hai chan sau. D& 1am, nhung ngai sé

phai ngac nhién la c6 chuyén d6 co that@”’. Lich st tai dién
chinh xac qua daéi.

Do do, t6i két ludn, trong luc khép lai cudc doi dng Oscar
Browning va day tat ca nhirng nhan vat khac vao noi an nghi,
diéu kha hién nhién 1a sang thé ky XIX dan ba van chua dugrc
khuyé&n khich chon luva nghiép nghé si. Nguoc lai, c6 van bi
xem thu’cmg, bi tat vao mat, bi hd hao, bi [én |&p day bao. Dau
6c ¢d chac 1a cdng cirng va sinh luc cla co suy sup vi ct phai
déi phé va minh ching hét chuyén nay dén chuyén kia. B&i
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noi day, mot 1an nira, chirng ta lai buéc vao pham vi cla cai
mac cdm nam tinh tuy rat tha vi nhung mu mo khé hiéu va
anh hudng qua nhiéu dén phong trao cua phu nit; dé la noi
khao khat thim cin cd dé dan 6ng phai vuot trdoi hon dan ba,
dé bat ki ché nao ngudi ta nhin vao ciing thidy 6ng ta xuat
hién noi tién dién, khdng nhirng trong nghé thuat ma ca chinh
tri, ngay ca khi méi hiém hoa de doa 6ng ta dudng nhu cuc
nho va ké van nai dudi chan 6ng ta thudong té ra vo clung
khiém tén, tan tuy hét minh. Tham chi 13, Lady Bessborough,
néu tdi khéng I1am, véi tat ca niem dam mé chinh tri, da phai
khiém tén khom minh viét thu cho Lord Granville Leveson-
Gowerl48] nhu sau: “... bat chip tit ca nhitng gi bi xem la qua
manh tay noi toi trong linh vuc chinh tri va sau khi néi qua
nhiéu vé dé tai dé, toi vo cung dong y véi ngai, chinh tri hodc
bat cr cong vu hé trong nao khac khong phdi 1a chd cho dan
ba dinh dang vao, ba ta chi nén phat biéu quan diém cta minh
(né€u duoc hoi) ma thdi”. Va sau do ba tiép tuc déc tdm huyét
chuyén chi vao van dé cuc ki quan trong ma khdng gdp tr&
ngai ndo, dé 1a bai dién tr mé& dau cla Lord Granville trudc
Thr dan Ngh| vién. Toi nghi canh tuwong chac 1a la Iung lam.
Lich sir dan 6éng chéng dodi gidi phéng phu nit c6 18 con tha vi
hon chinh tinh tiét cda cudc gidi phédng dé. Néu c6 cb sinh
vién tré nao cua Dai hoc Girton hoac Newnham chiu khé di thu
nhdt dan chirng va suy luan ra li thuyé't thi c6 18 co6 sé viét
duoc cuén sach hay ho, - nhung co can co6 doi gang tay that
day va nhirng chan song sat dé bao vé khéi vang rong cua cé.

Nhuwng cdi ngay nay xem la chuyén giai khudy, t6i hoi twdng
trong luc khép lai Lady Bessborough, c6 thoi la chuyén khéng
dua ti nao. Nhirng chuyén nay, thoi nay nguoi ta 96p chung
vao cudn sach dan nhan clc cu cu va danh dé doc vao nhirng
dém he, nhung c6 thoi né lam nudc mat tudn roi, toi dam bao
vOi cac ban nhu thé. Ba ndi, ba ngoai, c6 ndi, cd ngoai cla cac

ban c6 nhiéu ngudi mat da dam 1é. Ba Florence nghtmgale[49]
cat tiéng kéu hét stirc dau dénl>0l va lai, moi chuyén dén véi
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ban déu tot dep, cac ban la nhirng sinh V|en dai hoc vé&i can
phong r|eng hin hoi - hay chi la phong ngoi-trén- g|u0ng? -
cac ban c6 thé bao thién tai khéng viéc gi phai dé tam dén cac
quan diém do6; thién tai dirng cao hon nhitng diéu néi vé
minh. Chang may, chinh thién tai, dan 6ng chg nhu dan ba,
lai la ké quan tdm nhiéu nhat dén nhitng gi noi vé ho. Cac ban
han con nhé thi s Keats. Cac ban nh& 101 6ng khac trén bia
mo cla mmh chi? Hay nghi den Tennyson; nghi thoi va toi
chang can nhac lai biét bao bang chirng hién nhién khac cho
thay ban chit cda nghé si la quan tdm qua mic dén nhirng
diéu n6i vé minh. Roi vdi trong vian chuong biét bao xac chét
nhitng ké quan tdm qua mdc dén quan diém clha ké khac vé
minh.

Va su nhay cam nay la diéu chang may nhan doi, tdi nghi
thé trong luc trd lai v&i cudc tim kiém ban dau cda minh, cau
hoi tam thirc nao cua nghé si thuan loi nhat cong viéc sang
tao, bdi dé dat dén no luc phi thu’cmg hong gidi phéng toan
thé va toan bo tac pham trong tim Oc, tri tué nguoi nghé si
phai chay sang, nhu tri tué cla Shakespeare chang han, toi
doan nhu thé trong lic nhin vao nhirng trang kich ban
Anthony va Cleopatra nam truéc mat. Khéng chudng ngai vat
nao can trd nd; khong ngoai vat nao khong bung chay.

B&i mic du, ching ta bdo ching ta khéng biét gi vé tim
thirc Shakespcare, nhung chi can néi nhu thé chidng ta da noi
cai gi do vé tam thirc Shakespeare roi. Ching ta biét qua it vé

Shakespeare - so v&i Donnel2!l hoic Ben Jonson!32!] hoic
Milton - bd&i vi chung ta chang biét ti gl vé noi tam ong ong
oan gian chuyén gi hodc thu oan, ac cam véi ai, tat ca deu an
trong bong t6i. Chung ta khong vén 1én duoc déi diéu “tiét 10”
vé tac gia. Tat ca nhirng khat vong duoc phan dai, rao giang,
gidi bay noi thuang dau, dén on trd oan, bién the gian thanh
nhan chirng cho n6i khd s& mudn phién hay ndi bat binh nao
dée tur con nguoi 6ng bung chay manh liét va tham thau vao
tac pham. B&i thé, tho cla 6ng tudn chay lai lang, khong gi
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can duoc. Néu cé ngudi nao biéu hién mot cach toan ven
trong tac pham cla minh, ngudi dé phai 1a Shakespeare. Mot
tri tué chdy sang, théng sudt, tdi nghi trong luc nhin l1én ké
sach, do la tri tué cta Shakespeare.
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Chwong bon

Nhu thé, c6 thé thay chuyén tdm thirc sang tao cla nguoi
phu nir & thé ky XVI 1a diéu hién nhién khéng thé xay ra.
Ngudi ta chi can nghi dén nhitng moé bia thdi Elizabeth véi
nhitng dia tré quy goi, hai tay siét chat nhau; nhirng cai chét
yéu; va nhin vao bén trong nha clra chung sinh séng, nhirng
cin phong tdm tdi, chat hep, dé thay rang khdng ngudi phu
nir ndo sinh sdng vao thoi dé c6 kha ning lam tho. C6 18, diéu
hoa may tim thdy la vao nhitng thoi ki sau, khi nguoi phu nir
duoc hudng chit tu do tuong doi va co ngu’crl dan ba xuat
sac nao dé loi dung co hoi nay xuat ban cai g| dé mang tén
minh va chap nhan chuyén minh bi goi la quai vat. Di nhién,
dan 6ng khong phai 1a 1t kiéu cach, hom hinh, t6i tiép tuc
trong ldc than trong né tranh, khong dung cham dén “chd
nghia nit quyen chinh hiéu” cua Rebecca West; né'u c6 ba nir
ba twdc nao noi hung muon trd thanh thi si thi chac ho sé m&
long thuwong hai ma gat gu tan duong. Ngudi ta c6 thé nhan
ra mot ménh phu cé chirc tudc sé gap thuin loi hon nhiéu,
duoc khuyén khich t6i da, so vui mam non Austen hay Bronté
thdi chua noi tié'ng Nhung ngudi ta ciing c6 thé nhan ra tam
hon ba bi bodi réi bdi nhirng cam xuc xa la nhu sg hai, thu
ghét va tho cla ba cho thay dau vét ndi boi réi dé. Thi du day

la trwong hop cua Lady Wlnchllsea@, t6i nghi thé trong luc
lay xuéng cuén tho cda ba. Ba sinh ndm 1661 trong mét gia
dinh thudc giai cip quy toc, chdng ba ciing Ia ngudi nhu thé;
ba khéng con; ba lam tho, va ngudi ta chi can gid tho ba ra la
thay ndi bi phan cla ba bung nd nhu thé nao trudc than phan
béo bot clia nguoi phu nit:

Cdch nao chudng ta guc ngd! Guc ngd boi nhirtng phép tac
sai 1am,

Va sw dién khung trong gido duc nhiéu hon Ia tw nhién;
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Bi tuéc doat moi thang tién tri tué,

DE tré nén t6i tdm t6i doi va thu déng;

Va néu cé ké vurot tréi bay cao,

V@i tdm tudng 4m dp va tham vong vuon [én,

Van xudt hién phdi déi nghich manh mé dén noi,

Niém hi vong thdng hoa bi nhan chim bdi nbi khiép so.

RO rang, tri tué ba khéng hé “gat di moi chudng ngai va
chay sang”. Nguoc lai 1a dang khac, né bi su thu ghét va bat
binh nhiing nhiéu, quay rdi. V&i ba nhan loai chia tach [am hai
phai. Ban 6ng la “phai d6i nghich”, dan ba thu ghét va so hai
dan 6ng, bdi ho cé quyén luc can tré ba thuc hién diéu ba
mong wéc — do 1A viét.

Hé&i oi! Nguoi dan ba thdr cadm 1én cy buit,
La sinh vat néi bat duoc trong vong
Nhung chdng cdch nao chudc néi 16i 1am.
Ho bdo chung téi 16n giébng va Idm duong:

Dé con cho t6t, chdm chut dn mdc, khiéu vii, quan do, choi
dua,

La nhitng thanh qua chung téi nén huong tov;

Viét, doc, nghi suy hay hoc hdi

Chi lam mo nhat nhan sdc, chiém hét thoi gian,

Va ngan tro buoc duong chinh phuc su hoan hao.
Trong khi viéc nha viéc ctra bé bén

Ngung tré bdi cdi nghé thudt cung tan cua ching toi.

Qua thé, ba da phai tu khuyén khich bang cach nghf nhirng
gi ba viét sé khong bao gi¢ dugc xuat ban; ba ty vudt ve an Ui
minh bang nhirng van tho buon ba:
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Ban hé&i béi nbi buén cua ban téi 1én tiéng hdt,

Cho khu vuron nguyét qué ban chang bao gior muén vao

Hay dn than trong béng téi noi ban tim thdy niém vui.

Diéu hién nhién, phai chi ba gat b6 su thu ghét va ndi so
hai ra khoi dau oc minh, dung chong chat trong dé nhitng noi
niém cay diang va oan ghet thi c6 1€ ngon Ira trong ba da co

co hoi bung Ién chay bong. Thi thodng van c6 nhitng dong
thuan tuy thi ca:

Ciing khéng sang tao trén dai lua phai mau
Nhat nhoa déa héng tuyét mi.

La nhitng van tho Murray va Popel>4 hét long ca ngoi,
nhitng van tho ngudi ta nghi dén, nh& dén va mudn gilr lam
cua riéng:

Gio ddy déa hoa truong tho chién thdng khéi 6c¢ yéu dudi,

Chung ta ngat di dudi con dau thom ngdt mui huong.

That dang ti€c nghin lan ngudi dan ba viét nhirng van tho
nhu thé, ngudi c6 kha nang hoa nhip tri tué minh voi thién
nhién va suy nghiém, lai bi day vao canh hudng phai viét
nhitng dong chit bi phan, cay dang Nhumg ba biét [am sao
hon? To6i hoi, trong ltc nghe vang vang bén tai tiéng cudi
nhao bang cay doc, tu’dng twong ra |&i ninh hét cia nhirng ké
quen tho6i xu phu, va sy nghi hodc cua nhirng nha tho chuyén
ngh|ep Chac l1a ba tu khoa minh trong phong riéng dé lam
tho, va tam tu ba bi glang xé gilra noi niém cay dang va su
ngal ngulng, c6 |& b&i chong ba 1a nqudi vo cung tu té€ va cudc
séng hdn nhan cua ba hoan hdo. Toi ndi “chic 13" bdi khi di
tim kiém dir kién vé Lady Winchilsea, cling nhu moi Ian khac,
ngum ta chang thay diéu gi néi vé ba. Ba bi chirng tram cam
nang né, diéu nay ching ta cé thé gidi thich it nhat trong
pham vi nao do, khi chung ta bat gap ba tam su, gilra gong
kém clia ndi budn ba tuwdng tuong:
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Nguoi ta bop méo chit nghia téi, tuong tuong viéc lam toi
Va bdo dé la su dién r6 vé bé hodc sai trdi qud mirc.
Viéc ba lam bi l1én an, that ra n6 vo hai, né chi la chuyén ba

di lang thang ngoai canh dong va mo mdng nhirng diéu
khong that:

Tay toi vui suong vé ra nhirng vat la thuong

Va lac khoi con duong cii mon quen thudc

Ciing khéng sang tao trén dai lua phai mau

Nhat nhoa déa héng tuyét mi.

Ty nhién thodi, néu d6 l1a dam mé cia ba, cai ba yéu thich,
ba sé bi cudi ché vao mat; va qua thé, Pope hodc Gay@ la
ngudi giéu cot ba, goi ba 12 “cai tat dai mau xanh v&i ban tay
nglra ngay viét nhiang viét cudi”. Nguoi ta ciing bao ba bay td
nhitng 1o 18 c6 y xtc xiém ché nhao Gay. Ba tuyén bd tac
pham Trivia cia Gay ching td “6ng la nguoi di trudc mii cai
xe ngua chtr khong ngoi trén xe” . Murray bao day la nhu’ng
dieu “dam tiéu tam phao dang ngd chang c6d gi thu vi’
Nhung tdi khéng dong y véi 6ng, bdi tdi mudn c6 thém nhleu
diéu tdm phao dang ngd hon thé nita dé c6 thé tim lai hodc vé
ra hinh a&nh nao d6 vé nit si sau mudn nay, ngudi thich di lang
thang ngoai dong ndi va nghi ngoi nhirng diéu la thuong,
ngudi khinh ghét, mét cach hap tap va kho dai, “viéc nha cira
budn chan, hau ha ké trén ngudi dudi”. Murray bao ba trd nén
tan Ioéng Tai néng cla ba moc lén va téng truong nhu co cay
ngoai dong noi. Cho du no la tai nang hiém quy that day
nhu’ng né chang bao gio co co hoi phoi bay. Thé 13, toi dat ba
nam lai ké sach roi chuyen sang nr si khac, mot cong huong
ma Lamb rat yéu quy, céng nhuong Margaret cua vung
Newcastle, nguoi dan ba lap di ngong nghénh, lai con nghénh
ngang, quen trudc quén sau, nhiéu tudi hon Lady Winchilsea

nhung séng clng thoi. Hai nguoi khac nhau nhiéu 1am nhung
giong nhau & mot diém, dé la ca hai déu thudc giai cap quy
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tdc va khoéng cé con, ca hai déu c6 nhirng ngudi chong dirc do
bac nhat. Ca hai déu say mé thi ca va déu bi n6 xé rach ta toi.

Gio trang sach cua cong nucng, ngudi ta tim thiy nhirng
phan nd blng né tuwong tu. “Pan ba sinh séng nhu loai doi,

lodi cu, lao luc nhu loai vat, va chét nhu loai giun dé...”

Margaret c¢ I& ciing la thi si; & thoi dai ching ta, tat ca nhitng
hoat dong dé c6 Ié du sirc van chuyen cai banh xe nao do.

Con vé phan ba, lam sao c6 thé lam loa mat, ché ngu, g|ao
hoa cho ich loi nhan quan cdi tri tué phong phu nhung nguyén
so, hoang dai kia? Ty né cir thé tudn trao, hon don bira bai,

hét dot nay dén dot kia, nhip diéu va |&i van, tho va trlet li, tat
ca nam im lim dong cu’ng trong nhitng manh gidy gap tu gap
hai, chang bao gio ¢ ngudi md ra doc. Lé ra, ba phai c6 kinh
hién vi trong tay. Lé ra, ba phai duoc day quan sat trang sao
va li luan khoa hoc. Tri tué minh man cda ba bi bé roi va don
doc ty do phat trién. Khéng ai kiém soat ba. Khong ai day do
ba. Cac 6ng gido su thi ninh not ba. Nhung ho ché nhao ba &
cung dién. Sir Egerton Brydges!>®! than thé vé phong cach thé
lau cla ba - “mot cdng nuwong cao quy sinh trudng giira chon
trieu dinh. Thé 1a ba vé Welbeck va tu giam minh gitra bon burc
twdng, chon kiép sdong cé doc.

That I hinh anh khiép hai g|eo vao dau oc khi tudng tuong
ra sy c6 doc va nhitng y tudng néi loan chong pha cia

Margaret Cavendlsh[57], nhu thé co qua dua chuot khong |6
nao doé roi xuong de bep di nhirtng khom hong va cam
chudng. That la udng phi khi ngudi dan ba viét cau “ngudi
phu nit tiét hanh nhat [a ngudi cé dau 6c le d6 nhat” lai di phi
pham thoi gian viét nhirng diéu tam phao lang nhing va cang
lic cang chim siu vao quén lidng, cho dén moét hém, ba ra
khéi nha va ngudi ta bu den quanh xe ngua cua ba. Hién
nhién, ba cong nuong dién loan bién thanh ngdo 6p dé cha
me cac cd gai ngoan hién dem ra doa nat con minh. Dén day,
t6i nhd toi tam cat di ba cdng nwong va gid nhirng 14 thu cua
Dorothy Osbornel38! viét cho Temple vé cudn sach ma&i in cua
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cdng nuong Margaret. “Chac tam tri ngudi dan ba dang
thurcmg nay kha roi loan nén ba ta moi ca gan viét sach ma
con viét bang thé thd néu bi mat ngl ca nira thang troi toi
ciing chang lam vay”.

Pan ba ti€t hanh khéng doi nao viét sach, va bdi thé,
Dorothy, con ngudi nhay cadm va sau mudn, déi nghich voi
tinh tinh céng nuong Margaret, khéng hé viét dong chir nao.
Khéng thé coi thu tir 1a tic phdm duoc. Nguoi dan ba cé thé
viét thu trong lic ngodi bén giuvong bénh cta cha minh. Ba c6
thé viét bén dong Ira trong luc dam dan Ong tro chuyén va
khoéng quay nhiéu minh. Piéu la lung I3, toi ngh| trong lac lat
nhirng trang van cua Dorothy, mot co gal song c6 dbc va
khéng duoc dén trudng lai ¢ tai sap xep cau van va tao hinh
cho phong canh. Chiing ta hdy nghe ¢6 tung tay:

“Sau bita an toi, ching tdi ngdi néi chuyén van cho dén luc
cé ngudi dit cau hoi vé 6ng B. thi tdi bd di. Sudt ngay troi toi
doc sach va lam lung dén sau bay gi® tdi maéi ngung tay, toi
budc chan ra ngoai dén cho bdi dat chung gan nha, noi cé
nhiéu thi€u nir tré dang chan ctru, bd, ho ngodi dudi béng mat,
va hat nhirng bai ca trir tinh nhe nhang; t6i dén gan ho so
sanh tiéng hat va nhan sac cta ho véi c6 gai chin cliru thoi co
t6i doc duoc trong sach vo, thi thdy khac biét nhiéu lam,
nhung tin t6i di, toi nghi ho la nhitng ngurm hoan toan ngay
tho, trong trang T6i bat chuyén véi ho va ho bao t6i chang c6
gi khién ho tré& thanh nguoi hanh phac nhat thé gian, nhung
ki€n thic ho chang c6 bao nhiéu, trong cau chuyén ho ch| biét
nhitng diéu tam thudng nhat. Mot c6 nhin quanh quat thay
chu bo cia minh xo6ng chay xuong rudng ngo the la tat ca
dung Ién ua chay theo, nhu thé got chan ho cé gan doi canh.
Dau 6c toi cling chang duoc lanh loi gi va khi thay ho lua bd
vé chudng, t6i nghi ciing dén ldc t6i ra vé, tdi ra vudn noi cb
dong sdng nhd va tdi dén ngdi bén bd séng wdc gi c6 anh
ngoi ké bén...”
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Poc qua, nguoi ta khong thé khong nghl c6 c6 phong cach
mot nha van. Nhung ‘néu bi mat ngu ca nua thang troi toi
cling chang lam vay” - nguoi ta c6 thé do luong duoc nhirng
d0| luc can tré ngudi dan ba viét van khi nguoi ta nhan ra
rang ngay ca nguoi dan ba ¢ nang khiéu viét cling phai budc
minh tin rang viét sach dong nghia v&i su 16 bich, tham chi no
dong nghia v&i tinh trang réi loan tdm than. B&i thé, t6i tiép
tuc nghi trong lac tra lai tdp sach modng in nhitng 14 thu cla
Dorothy Osborne 1&n ké sach, da dén lGc ching ta tim dén ba

Behn[59].

VGi ba Behn, chung ta di dén budc ngodt quan trong.
Chung ta bd lai dang sau nhirng nir si khong ngu’ou doc,
khéng ngudi phé binh; ho viét lam vui cho chinh ho ma théi;
hay nhét kin ho trong khu vudn choi riéng véi chir nghia sach
v& cla riéng ho. Chung ta xudng phd, chen vai thich canh véi
dan tinh ngoai duong. Ba Behn la nguoi dan ba tang 1&p trung
lvu v&i tat ca nhirng tinh cach hap dan ngudi binh dan nhu
tinh trao 16ng, su tran tré sinh luc va ldong can trudng; mot
ngudi dan ba do cai chét cha ngudi chong cdng thém nhitng
that bai riéng da phai van hét tdm tri ra kiém song. Ba phai
lam viéc ngang hang vOi dan 6ng. Va lam viéc that cuc nhoc,
ba du song Y i{e nang cua dir kién do lan ludt bat ki tac pham
nao cua ba, ngay ca nhirng cudn tuyét hay nhu Mét nghin ké
tuan tiét tor téi ra hodc Tinh yéu trong chién thang huyén
thoai, b&i noi day la khéi dau cho tu do suy nghi, hay noi cach
khac, n6 1a khd ndng ma theo thoi gian tri 6c sé ty do viét
nhitng diéu né muon viét. B&i nhd c6 Aphra Behn, nguoi thiéu
nit c6 thé bao cha me ¢d la, cha me khong can cho con tién tui
nita; con c6 thé lam ra tién bang ngoi but cua con. Di nhién,
nhiéu nam sau d6, cau tra I&i van 13, &r, sdng cudc doi nhu
Aphra Behn ha? Chét con hon! Va canh clra déng sam lai
nhanh hon bao gid. Cai dé tai vd cung tha vi, gia tri ngudi dan
6ng ap dat Ién trinh ti€t nguoi dan ba va anh hudng cda né
dén giao duc, tai day chinh no goi y cho nhu’ng thao luan
dirng dan va c6 thé tré thanh chat liéu cho cudn sach thi vi
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do bat ki sinh vién hai trudng Girton hodc Newnham muén di
sau vao van dé nay. Hinh anh Lady Dudley, tay deo kim cuong
ngdi gitta mudi mong dam lay Scotland, cé thé dem dung lam
bia sach. H6m ba qua doi, to Thoi bdo c6 ding mau tin va
nhac dén chong ba, Lord Dudley; 6ng 1a “ngudi c6 nhiéu
thanh c6ng ruc r& va trinh do thudng ngoan cao; ong ciing
nhan tu va rong lugng, nhung chuyén quyen doc doan mot
cach ki qudc. Ong bat ba lic nao ciing phai dn mic té chinh,
ao dai du bo lé, ngay ca khi chdng vo 1én cao nguyén sin ban
va tri ngu noi can nha tro déo heo hut gié trén dé; 6ng mua
nhiéu nir trang dep cho ba”, t& bao ndi ti€p, “6ng cho ba moi
thor - ngoal trur tinh than trach nhiém”. Thé roi, Lord Dudley bi
dot quy va ba phai xan tay ao cung lGc cham soc 6ng va quan
tri gia san dat dai. Ba lam cong viéc d6 that gidi giang cho dén
cudi doi. Sang thé ky XIX, chd nghia gia trwdng chuyén quyén
ki quic nhu thé van ton tai.

Nhung hay tI’O‘ lai vo&i Aphra Behn. Viéc ba lam chu’ng to,
dan ba kiém tién bang ngO| but co lé ch| phai hi sinh & mic
dd nao do; va dan ba viét van khong han chi don thuan la dau
hiéu cua dién khung va roi loan tdm than; nguoc lai la dang
khac, n6 cé tam quan trong thiét thuc. Ngum chong c6 thé
qua doi hodc tai hoa nao dé cé thé dot ngot xay den cho gia
dinh. Sang thé ky XVIII, c6 hang tram Pphu nix bat dau kiém
thém tién tdi hodc clru gidp gia dinh bang cach viét hay dich
tiéu thuyét; day Ia nhirng cudn sach khong gia tri, khong sach
gido khoa nao nhac dén ching nira nhung nguoi ta van c6 thé
nhdt 1én & nga tw Charing v&i gia bén xu. Cdi hoat déng cuc
cao cUa tri tué ma sang nlra sau thé ky XVIII xuat hién trong
gi¢i phu nir - tro chuyén, hoi thao soan luan van vé
Shakespeare, chuyén nglr nhirng tac pham o - hoan toan dua
trén dir kién virng chac: dan ba c6 thé lam ra t|en bang viét
lach. Chuyen phu phlem tam phao, nh& dong tién, tré nen
dang gla C6 thé van cé ngudi cudi nhao, cham biém “cai tat
dai mau xanh véi ban tay nglra ngdy viét nhing viét cudi’,
nhung khéng ai chéi cdi gio ddy ho cé tién bo vao vi. Do do,
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vao nhirng nidm thang cudi thé ky XVIIl, buéc tién thay doi rd
rét ma néu viét lai lich st t6i s&é miéu ta né day du hon va cho
né c6 tam quan trong hon ca Cudc vién chinh clia Thap tu
quan hay Chién tranh hoa hong.

Ngudi dan ba tang I6p trung luu bat dau viét van. Bdi, néu
nhirng tac phz?{m nhu Kiéu hdnh va dinh kién, Middlemarch,
Villette, Po6i gié hu la cai gi hé trong thi con hé trong hon
nhiéu 1a nhitng gi t6i c6 thé chirng minh sau mét gid dong ho
thuyé't giang; dé la, ngudi phu nit néi chung, chitr khong riéng
gl cac ménh phu trong gioi quy toc tu giam minh trong ngoi
nha mién qué glua glay to va nhung ké xu ninh, tir lau da
dung ngodi but cdng hién nhitng ang tho van. Khong c6 nhirng
nguoi di trwdc nay khéng cé Jane Austen, khdong cé chi em
nha Bronté, khong cé George Eliot; ciing thé&, khdéng cé
Shakespeare néu khoéng cé Marlowe@, khéng c6 Marlowe
néu khéng c6 Chaucer, va khéng cé Chaucer néu khoéng cé
biét bao thi si bi lang quén di mé& dudng, thuan hoa cai
hoang dai tu nhién cda ngdn nglr va bién né thanh nghé
thuat. B&i, tac pham bat hu khong phal la cai gi dugc khai
sinh tir ca thé 1& loi, duy nhat; n6 la két qua cla rat nhiéu nam
thang suy ngh|em cua ca mot tap thé nguoi cong lai, dé tir d6
trdi nghiém cla sd dong an dang sau tleng noi ca thé. Dang
|é, Jane Austen phai dat vong hoa Ién md Fanny Bumey va
George Eliot phai twdng mo cai b(’)ng sirng sirng cua Eliza
Carter[61] - ngudi dan ba 1én tudi nhung VO cung ngh| luc,
nguoi budc day chudng bén thanh givong ngl dé cé thé day
sodm hoc tleng Hi Lap. Va tat cad dan ba, khdong chira mét ai,
nén ra mo Aphra Behn nam & tu vién Westminster, noi xing
dang chon cit ba mac du chuyén d6 gay xon xao du luan
khong it, va ném nhitng déa hoa tuoi 1én mo ba, bdi nho cé
ba ho mé&i duoc quyén noéi ra nhirtng gi nung nau bén trong
tam tri. Nh& ba - ngudi phu nit an khuat va luy tinh - nén toi
nay tdi méi c6 thé dirng day khuyén cac ban mét cach rach roi
la: Hay dung tri tué cia minh xoay x& nam tram bang moi
nam!
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Dén day, ngudi ta budc sang dau thé ky XIX. Va day, lan
dau tién t6i nhin thay ca may ké sach danh riéng cho tac phﬁm
clla nhirng ciy viét nit. Nhung toi khong thé khong dat cau
hoi trong lic dua mat ludt nhanh qua cac gay sach, tai sao tat
ca nhitng cudn sach do, véi rat it ngoai 18, déu 1A ti€u thuyét?
Pong luc nguyén thuy 1a thi ca. “Cai dau tdi thuwong cla bai
hat” 1a mot nir thi si. O Phap cling nhu & Anh qudc, nit thi si
c6 truwdc réi méi dén nir tiéu thuyét gia. VA lai, toi nghi trong
lGc nhin 1&n bon tén tudi lay lirng, cai gi 1a diém tuong dong
gitra George Eliot va Emily Bronté? Charlotte Bronté c6 hiéu rd
Jane Austen khdng? Ngoai trir dit kién kha xac dang 1a ca bon
ngudi khdng ngudi nao c6 con, con lai bdn ca tinh twong
phan nhu thé khong thé nao gap g& nhau trong cung can
phong mac du ngum ta rat thém bia ra buoi gdp g& nhu vay
va tudng tuong cau chuyén trao doi gitra ho ra sao. Tuy thé,
bdi mot dong luc la lung nao dé, khi viét, tat ca déu chon tiéu
thuyét lam méi trudng sang tao. Toi tv hdi li do phai ching
lien quan dén gia canh, bdi cad bén ngudi déu xult than ti
tang |&p trung luu; va véi su kién ma c6 Emily Davies chéc
nira day sé cho chung ta cai nhin that ré rét, can ho mét gia
dinh trung lvu & dau thé ky XIX chi c6 duy nhat mot cin
phong dung lam noi sinh hoat chung. Néu ngu®i phu nir viét
van, c¢6 phai viét & can phong chung nay. Va nhu c6
Nightingale phan nan dir d6i - “dan ba chéng bao gi¢ c6 duoc
nra gio... goi la thoi gian riéng tu” - c6 ludn luén bi ngum
nay nguoi kia ngat ngang. Du sao chang nira, vnet van Xuoi
hay tiéu thuyét van dé dang hon lam tho hay viét kich. it phai
tap trung tu tudng hon. Jane Austen viét nhu thé cho dén hét
doi. Ngudi chau trai cha ba viét trong tap hoi ki ciia 6ng, “T6i
that ngac nhién tu hdi cach nao ba cé thé thuc hién duoc tat
ca nhitng diéu nay, b&i ba khdng c6 phong hoc riéng dé lui
vao, va hau hét tic pham cla ba chic duoc viét ngay tai cin
phong chung trong nha, noi bat c&* ngudi nao ciing cé thé vo
tinh 1am ba gian doan. Ba can than khdng dé ngudi hau ké ha
trong nha, hodac khach khira, hodc bat cir ngudi nao khdng
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phai trong gia dinh biét ba dang lam gl’[62] Jane Austen glau
kin ban thao, c6 khi ba con boc nd bang miéng glay tham. ROi
nira, tat ca nhirng co gang hoc hdéi van chuong cla nguoi phu
ntr dau thé ky XIX nam trong hanh vi quan sat nhan vat va
phan tich tdm li. Tri giac cda chi duoc gido duc hang thé ky
nho anh hudng cua can phong chung. Cam xdc cua nguoi doi
gay an tuong noi chi; nhirng lién hé ca nhan ludn luon hién ra
trudc mat. BO’I the kh| Nguoi phu nit tang |6p trung luu viét
van, chi viét tiéu thuyet nhu cai gi ty nhién toat ra tu con
ngudi chi, mic du, bang ching cho thay, hai trong s6 bén nix
nhan vat Iay lrng t6i nhac day, khong phai 1a ti€u thuyét gia
tuw ban chat. Emily Bronté |& ra phai viét kich tho; su trao dang
cla bau troi tri tué bao la & George Eliot 18 ra chinh né phai
toa rong khi dong luc sang tao du hanh trén nhiing bién co
lich s&t hay khac hoa tiéu si. Tuy vay, ho déu viét tiéu thuyet
tham chi ngurcn ta c6 thé di xa hon, t6i bao thé trong lic cam
xuéng cudn Kiéu hdnh va dinh kién tir ké sach, va két luan ho
viét dugc nhirng cudn tiéu thuyét hay. Khdng kiéu hdnh ciing
khéng gieo ndi dau cho ké khac phai, ngudi ta c6 thé bao
Kiéu hdnh va dinh kién 1a cudn sach hay. Du sao, néu bj bat
gap qua tang dang viét Kiéu hdnh va dinh kién thi ngudi ta
chang nén xau hoé lam g| Nhung Jane Austen da vui su’dng Vi
tiéng kéu cot ket cla cai ban 1é clra ra vao va ba kip gidu ban
thdo dang viét d& truéc khi cé ké la buéc vao phong. Doi voi
Jane Austen, c6 cai gi d6 dang ngd khi ba viét Kiéu hdnh va
dinh kién. Va toi ty hdi, gia st Jane Austen khéng phai giau
giém ban thdo moi khi c6 khach khira dén nha thi Kiéu hanh
va dinh kién c6 1a cudn tiéu thuyét hay hon khdng? Toi 1at mot
vai trang sach ra doc nhung tuyét nhién khéng thay dau hiéu
nho nao chirng td hoan canh sinh séng cua ba phuong hai
dén tac pham Cé6 18 do 1a phép mau 1&6n nhit. Ngudi dan ba
nay séng vao khoang ndm 1800, nhung trong van chuong cua
ba khéng hé thay su thu ghét, khong cay ding, khong so hai,
khéng chdng déi, khéng rao gidng. D6 1a cach ma Shakespear
viét, tdi nghi trong ltc nhin 1&én bd Anthony va Cleopatra; va
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khi ngudi ta so sanh Shakespeare véi Jane Austen, cé thé
ngudi ta mudn ndi tri tué ca hai ngudi déu c6 kha ning héa
gidi moi chudng ngai; va bai Ii do do, ching ta khéng hiéu
Jane Austen, khong hiéu Shakespeare; nhung ciing bai chinh li
do dod, Jane Austen nhap than vao tung con chir ba viét ra, va
Shakespeare ciing thé. Néu Jane Austen phdi chiu dung noi
kho do hoan canh dua dén, thi chang qua, doé chi la su han
hep cta kiép séng tréi chdt ba ma théi. Ban ba thoi do chang
thé di dau mot minh. Ba khong bao gio di du lich; ba khong
bao gIO’ bat xe buyt ngao du xuyen London hoac mo6t minh
ngoi an trua trong quan. Nhung co Ié do ban chat con ngudi
ba chang bao gi® ddi hoi diéu minh khdéng c6. Thién tu va
canh ngdé cha ba hoan toan phu hop nhau. Nhung véi
Charlotte Bronté thi t0i do khong phai the toi noi trong lGc
gi& cudn Jane Eyre trugc mat va dat no nam canh cuén Kiéu
hanh va dinh kién.

TOi glcr chuong muoi hai va mat t0| bat gap cau “Bat c(r ai
cling c6 thé do 16i lén toi neu muon . Ho db Ién dau Charlotte
Bronté toi 16i gi? Toi thic mac. Va toi doc ti€p, Jane Eyre
thuong treo I€n mai nha luc ba Fairfax nau thach déng va
phong tdm mat nhin ra phia canh dong Xa xa. ROi ¢ mo udc
- va day la Ii do tai sao nguoi ta trach mang c¢o - the roi toi
wdc gi minh cé quyén nang vuot qua cdi hiru han do dé di den
nhirng chan troi xa la, nhitng thanh thi dong duc, nhirng mién
dat day surc s6ng ma téi chi nghe ndi chir chua bao gio ghé
chan tan mat nhin: ldc do t6i muon song cuoc doi thuc ma toi
co the chiém hiru, muén hoa nhiap vao nhirng ké doéng loai,
muén quen biét that nhiéu nhan vat khac nhau. T6i biét ba
Fairfax 1a ngudi nhan hau, Adéle ciing thé; nhung tdi tin
tudng vao sy ton tai cua ké khac véi cdi tot dep mudn mau
mudn dang, va tdi mong c6 ngay tréng thdy cai téi van tin
twong.”

“Ai d6 16i 1&én t6i? Nhiéu Iam, ranh ranh ra dé, va toi sé b
goi la ké bat man. Nhung toi lam gi duogc: van dong la ban
chat cuda téi, doi luc né con quiy ray tdi dén dau dén..
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“That hoai cong thuyét phuc con ngudi nén hai long voi su
yén binh: ho phai lam cai gi do, va néu khéng tim ra cai dé
lam, ho phai tao ra viéc lam. Ca triéu nguoi chiu toi dén nhan
cai chét yén 6n hon toi, nhung ca triéu ngudi khac ndi loan.
Khéng ai biét c6 bao nhiéu ké noi loan dang séi suc trong tap
thé con nguoi trén mat dat. Nhin chung, dan ba 1a nguoi binh
than: nhuwng cdm xdc cda ho thi cling nhu dan 6ng; ho can
chd dé phoi bay cdm nghi va ndng luc nhu anh trai em trai ho
can; bop nghet qua, tu ham qua, ho sé kho s& y nhu dan 6ng;
va that hep hoi khi gi¢i phai kia bao ho nén tu khép minh vao
nhitng céng viéc nhu lam banh, dan tat, dan piano va théu
thua. Lén an hay cudi chd ho déu l1a thai do ngu xuan, bédi ho
chi muén tim cach hoat déng nhiéu hon va cai thién tri thirc
minh cho cao hon nhirng gi tdp quan xac dinh 1a thiét yéu cho
gi&¢i phai ho.”

“Bdi thé&, khi ngdi mdt minh t6i van nghe tiéng cudi cla
Grace Poole...”

T6i nghi day 1a khic quanh guong gao. Tu nhién chang biét
tr dau Grace Poole thinh linh xuat hién. Su lién tuc bi gian
doan. Nguoi ta c6 thé bao, toi nghi trong ltc dit cudn sach
xuong bén canh cuén Kiéu hanh va dinh kién, ngudi dan ba
Viét nhitng dong nay la nguoi c6 thién tu hon Jane Austen;
nhung néu doc lai doan van va ghi nhan glong diéu phan no
thdc manh trong do, nguoi ta sé thay tai nang cua ba chang
bao gio hién 16 toan ven. Tac pham cua ba bi bép méo, vin
veo. Thay vi viét binh than, ba viét trong gian dit. Thay vi viét
cho minh triét, ba viét trong dién ro. Thay vi viét vé cac nhan
vat cla minh, ba viét vé chinh ba. Ba gy chién véi chinh con
ngudi ba. Biét sao hon, ba danh chét tré va chét trong mudn
sau, that vong.

Ngu’on ta khong thé khéng dua glcm vOi y tudng chuyén gi
c6 thé xay ra néu Charlotte Bronté moi nam co ba tram bod tui
- nhung ngudi dan ba ré dai d6 ban ban quyén toan bé tiéu
thuyét cdla minh cho nha xuat ban v&i gid mdt nghin ndam
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trdm bang; néu ba hiéu biét nhiéu hon vé nhitng thanh thij
déng dic, nhitng mién dat day sic s6ng, néu ba song hoa
nhap cung dong loai va quang giao rong rdi. Vi nhung dong
chit nay, ba chi ngon tay vao dieém yeu khong han cla riéng ba
véi tu cach mot tiéu thuyet gia, ma cla ca thé hé phu nir thoi
do. Hon ai hét, ba biét ré thién tai ba phat 16 rang r& nhu thé
nao néu né khong bi giam ham tu tdng trong c6 doc va chi
blet phong tdm mat nhin vé phla canh dong xa xa; néu ba
song cudc doi day trdi nghiém, néu ba giao hoa véi nhan thé
va di day di do. Nhung ba khéng duoc hudng chat nao nhiing
diéu ba mong udc; va bat budc chung ta phai chap nhan su
that 1a tat ca nhu’ng cudn tiéu thuyét hay dé, Villette, Emma,
Doi gié hu, Middlemarch, duoc viét bdi nhirng ngudi dan ba
ma trai nghiém doi séng khéng qua budi viéng thim nha mot
giao si kha kinh. trong gian phong sinh hoat chung cua gla
dinh; va ho la nhung ke nghéo nan den do khong du tlen mMOi
lan mua qud vai xap gidy, nhirng xap gidy trén dé ho viét “Poi
gi6 hu” hoac “Jane Eyre”. Mot nguoi trong ho, qua dang nhu
thé, George Eliot, vuot thoat nhiéu nghich canh, nhung lai
phai song gan nhu cach li trong ngdi biét thu & St. John’s
Wood. Tai do, ba song dudi cai bong cua thé gian quay lung
véi minh. Ba viét, “Téi wdc gi nguoi ta hiéu toi sé chang bao
gio mm moc ai dén tham toi, nhung nguoi khong mudn duoc
moi”; boi khong phai ba dang sdng trong tdi 10i v&i nguoi dan
ong co vo day u? Va phai chang, ba cling khong nhin thay tai
hai gay nén cho ba Smith nao d6? Nguoi ta bat budc phai tuan
thu quy udc xa hoi, va chap nhan bi “cach li khédi cai goi la thé
gian”, Ciing thoi diém d6, phia bén kia chau Au, cé ngudi trai
tré song ty do v&i nguoi dan ba gypsy hoac ba ménh phu nao
do; ong cam sing ra chién truong, song cuoc doi tung hoanh,
ném trai khéng biét bao nhiéu mui d&i ma sau nay 6ng dung

dé viét sach. Gia nhu Tolstoil®3] séng cudc doi don ddc trong
tu vién v&i nguoi dan ba c6 chong va bi “cach li khoéi cai goi la
thé gian”, thi cho du bai hoc dao dic cam dong dén dau
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chdng nita, 6ng cling chang thé nao cho ra doi ndi tic pham
Chién tranh va hoa hinh, t6i nghi the.

Nhung co |€ nguoi ta co thé di sau hon ti nira vao cau h6i
thé& nao 1a viét tiéu thuyét va anh hu’crng cla phai tinh voi tieu
thuyet gia. Neu ngu’m ta nham mat va nghi tiéu thuyét la cai gi
nguyén thé thi c6 vé né 1a su sang tao vay muon doi song
phan chiéu trong guong, di nhién la don gian hon nhiéu va
boép méo su that. Du sao chang nira, n6 la mot ciu truc va ciu
truc nay dé lai hinh thé trong cdi nhin cla tri twdng, lic hinh
vuong, luc hinh cai chua, ldc tua tda canh va duong mai vom,
lic gon ghé&, tron tria nhu toa gido duong thanh Sofia &
Constantmople Hinh the nay, toi nghi trong lic nhé dén mot
vai cuén tiéu thuyét noi ti€ng, bat nguon tir loai cam xuc nao
doé noé thay phu hO’p Nhung chinh cam xuc do Iap tirc hoa lan
véi nhitng cdm xuc khac, bdi cai “hinh thé” nay khong hinh
thanh do lién hé gilra cac tang da véi nhau ma bdi cam xlc
gilra con ngudi vdi con ngudi. Do dd, tiéu thuyét gieo vao
ching ta du dang thirc cdm xic tuong phan, ché'ng ddi nhau.
Doi séng xung dot voi cai khong pha| la doi song. B&i thé,
that khé di dén su déng thuin nao vé tiéu thuyet va nhirng
dinh kién khién ching ta di chéch duong nhiéu 1am. Mot mat
ching ta nghi “Anh” - ngudi anh hung John - phdi séng, néu
khong t6i sé chim sau trong tuyét vong. Mat khac, chung ta
cling tin, H&i oi, John, anh phai chét bdi hinh thirc cudn sach
yeu cau nhu vay. boi song xung dot voi cai khong phai la doi
séng. Thé roi, bdi doi song co nhleu mat, va tuy cach tham
dinh chidng ta xem mat nao la doi song. James la hang nguoi
toi ghét nhat, ngudi ta cé thé bao nhu thé. Hodic, Oi thoi, day
la mo bong bong toan nhirng diéu phi li. TOi sé chang bao glcr
cé cam giac cho bat ki chuyén gi. H|en7 nhién, toan bo cau
truc, dau 6c tdi dang nghi dén cudn tiéu thuyé't danh tiéng
nao do, la cai gl phirc tap dén vd han, bdi n6 duoc cau thanh
b&i khong biét bao nhiéu tham dinh, khong biét bao nhiéu
dang cdm xuc khac nhau. Diéu dang kinh ngac 1a bat cr cuén
sach nao ra doi do sang tao nhu vay chi dirng vitng dwgc mot
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hai ndm, hodc cling cudn sach nhung y nghia ctia né doi voi
ngudi Anh, nguoi Nga hay ngum Tau déu khoéng glong nhau.
Tuy thé, th| thoang van cd cudn dirng virng that bén lau. Va
gilp tru vitng né & nhirng trudng hop hiém hoi nay (t6i dang
nghi dén cudn Chién tranh va hoa binh) 1a cai ngudi ta goi la
liém si, du n6 chang dinh dang gi dén chuyén nguoi ta trad no
hodc bao ton danh du trong truong hop nguy cap. Liém si cla
nha van 1a niém xac tin diéu anh ta céng hién la sy that. Vang,
nguon ta c6 cAm giac, t6i chang bao gio ngh| né co thé nhu
vay; toi chua bao gi®& biét ngudi ta ‘ng x& nhu thé; nhung
6ng thuyét phuc téi, va né xay ra nhu thé. Nguoi ta dua tirng
cau van, tirng canh sac ra trudc ngon den trong lic doc - bdi
that la lung, thién nhién dudng nhu cung cip cho ching ta
ngon dén nodi tdm dé tham dinh ngoi but ctia nha van cé liém
si hay khong. Hodc cé 1é dang hon la thién nhién, & trang thai
phi li nhat, nhing but vao lo muc vd hinh roi vé [én mit tudng
tam tri nhirng du cdm ma cac nghé si tai hoa nay chirng thuc;
né la birc phac hoa ma chi qua ngon Ira cta tai nang mai hién
nguyén hinh ré rét. Khi phoi bay né ra nhu thé va thay né
nghiém vao doi séng, ngudi ta phai ngay ngat kéu lén, Day
chinh la cdm gidc trong 16ng t6i, toi bié€t n6 va t6i khao khat
né! Ngudi ta nhu séi [én vdi noi khich déng va dong cuon
sach lai v&i su ton kinh, nhu thé né la bau vat, la cai gi nam
chd ngudi ta quay lai kh| nao ho con sdng, ngudi ta cat né 1én
ké sach, tdi ndéi trong luc trd bd Chién tranh va hoa hinh vé
cho cla n6. Mat khac, nhitng cau vin ngheo nan nguoi ta dem
ra thir nghiém, thoat tién c6 vé lée I1én sac mau tuoi séng va
phong cach la lam, nhung né chot ngung ngay do: cé cai gi
chan lai, khong cho né phat trién thém nira, hay noé chi le 16i
noi goc tuvong va lem Iam & cho kia, chang c6 gi nguyen thé
tron ven hién 1én, thé rdi ngudi ta thd dai that vong va ndi,
“Lai mot that bai khac. Cuén tiéu thuyét nay that bai & noi nao
d6".

Di nhién, néi chung, tiéu thuyét déu di dén that bai & noi
nao dé. Dudi do cang khuang khiép, 6c twdng tuong ching lai.
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Su sang su6t bi réi loan; no khong phan biét noi dau la that va
dau la gla n6 khong du sirc tiép tuc cong viéc nang né moi
lic mot yéu cau phai van dung vd van nhirng kha nang khac
nhau. Nhung phai tinh cda tiéu thuyét gia anh hudng nhu thé
nao lén tat ca nhirng diéu nay, t6i tu hoi trong lic nhin vao
Jane Eyre va nhirng cuén sach khac. Liém si ngudi cam but -
ma toi cho Ia cot tly - cha nha van phdi nit liéu c6 bi phoi
phai cach nay hay cach khac béi chuyén ho la dan ba? Qua
doan van tdi trich dan tir cuén Jane Eyre, rd rang su phan nd
da len 18i vao pha hoai liém si cua Charlotte Bronté nha van.
Ba bo Itrng cau chuyén dang ké, cai ma |é ra ba phai tap trung
toan bd tam tri, dé quay sang than van than phan budn chan
clla minh. Ba nh& ra kinh nghiém séng cha minh sao qua
nghéo nan - doi chan ba nhu bi tréi trong déi tat dai va viu
trong khi ba khao khat tu do bay nhay khap thé gioi bén
ngoai. Do con phan nd, tri tudng tuong cla ba dao ddng
manh va ching ta cdm nhan duoc né dao déng nhu thé nao.
Nhung ngoai su phﬁn nd, con c6 nhiéu anh hudng khac tri
kéo tri tu’dng tvong cua ba va day no di chéch duong. Su dai
kho chang han. Birc chan dung clia Rochester dugc vé trong
bong toi. Ching ta thiy anh hudng cla ndi khiép so trong dé:
y nhu ching ta thuong xuyén cdm thdy vi chua chat, két qua
cla su ap burc; né 1a su dé nén ndi kho sé tan lodng bén dudi
long dam mé, né 1a n6i oan hon 1am co rut nhitng cudn sach
nay, nhirng tac pham tuyét hay, v&i con dau quin that.

Va béi tiéu thuyé't cé sy tuong (ng nhu vy véi doi song,
gia tri cta nd, & gid¢i han nao do, la gia tri doi song that.
Nhung diéu hién nhién la, rat thong thucmg gia tri noi dan ba
hoan toan khong glong cai dan ong gan ghép cho ho; tv nhién
nhu thé thoi. Tuy vay, chinh gia tri cua phai nam ma&i la cai g|
thiang thé. N6i ndm na, bong dava thé thao la “trong dai” con
su say mé thoi trang, mua sam &o quan la * ‘tam thuong Va
nhirng gia tri nay chac chan duoc di chuyén tir doi séng vao
tiéu thuyét. Day la cudn sach quan trong, nha phé binh bao
thé&, b&i n6 néi vé chién tranh. Con day Ia cudn tam phao bdi
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né néi vé cdm xuc cla phu nir trong phong khach. Canh
tuong bai chién trudng thi trong dai hon nhiéu so véi canh
No'i cua tlem - cho nao ciing ¢c6 su phan biét nhu thé, tuy d0|
khi an glau khong r6 rang. Do do, toan thé ciu truc cudn tiéu
thuyét cha phai nit dau thé ky XIX déu bi tri 6c tri kéo khién
né di chéch khdi dudng thang va cai nhin trong sudt cta né
trd nén léch lac bdi né phai déng vai tro trong né quyén luc
bén ngoai. Nguoi ta chi can luét qua nhimg tieu thuyét ci bi
lang quen va Iang nghe am diéu glong ndi gilra nhirng trang
sach 1a co thé truc giac rang tac gia dang phai duong dau voi
nhirng phé phan gay gdt; ba néi diéu nay do ap luc thd bao,
diéu kia bdi thai d6 quy thuan hoa hodn. Ba thd nhan minh
“chi 1a ngudi dan ba”, hodc phan d6i la ba ciing “tai gidi nhu
dan 6ng”. Tuy vao tinh khi, ba déon nhan nhirng phé phan do
theo cach khac nhau; c6 khi ba ngoan ngoan, rut re; cé khi ba
phan nd, budng binh. Nhung dé khong phai la diéu quan
trong; cai quan trong la ba bi phan tam, phai suy nght cai gi
khac chu khong pha| diéu minh muon nghl Thé rbi tac pham
cua ba di vao dau 6c ching ta. Ti vét nam & ngay trung tam
cuén sach. Toi nghi dén tac pham cla nhirng tac gia nir nam
rai rac trong cac tiém sach cii cua London nhu nhumg qua tao
ro roi vdi bua bdi trong vuon. Chinh cai ti vét nam hgay trung
tam cuén sach khién né bi muc nat. Ba da stra déi gia tri cla
minh cho phu hop luan diéu cua ké khac.

Nhung chang thé nao ho khéng nhich mét chut bén phai,
mOt chat bén trai. Bén trong cai xa hoi gia tru’cmg va pha| doi
dién v&i tat ca nhu’ng phé phan gay gat do, tai nang nao, liém
si nao ho pha| c6 dé gilr virng cai riéng ctia minh ma khong
bop nghet né. Chi ¢6 hai nguoi lam duoc la Jane Austen va
Emily Bronté. Co6 Ié& chiéc 16ng chim dep nhat cai trén mi ho.
Ho viét nhu dan ba viét chir khong phai nhu dan ong. Chi
minh ho trong s6 ca nghin ngudi viét nit thdi dé 1a cé thé bd
mdc ngoai tai nhitng 101 rdn day bat tan clia nha mé pham bat
diét - viét ci nay, nghi cdi kia. Chi minh ho c6 déi tai diéc bén
canh giong noéi lé nhé dai dang, ltc 1dam bam, lic Ién 16p, lic
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ap ché, luc rau ri, lac khiép hai, ldc phan nd, luc ké ca, cai
giong néi khéng dé yén cho dan ba ma ctr chia vao ho nhu nir
gia su qud strc tan tam, khan khoan yéu cau ho vang I&i, nhu
Sir Egerton Brydges!®#! con nguoi tinh anh vuot bac, ma van
bi 16i kéo vao vong tranh cii chung quanh van dé phé binh thi
ca phai tl'nh[65] hang glong lén 16p khuyén rdn néu ho to ra
kha c6 tai va doat duogc gidi thuong vinh du nao do, nhung
chg van cai giong d6é bao ho nén & yén bén trong gidi han
ciia minh chir dirng tho dau ra ngoai: “... nha van nit chi nén
mang hoai bdo dat dén su tuyét dich bang cach can dam cong

nhan su yeu kém cua gigi phai minh’ '[66] Thé 13, van dé bi
nhét vao vo hét va khi téi noi VOi cac ban cac ban sé ngac
nhién 1am, cau néi nay duoc viét ra khdong phai vao thang 8
nam 1828 ma thang 8 nam 1928, cac ban sé dong y vOi toi
mac du diéu dé doi voi ching ta bay g|0f chi la cai gi vui vui,
nhu’ng né dai dién cho quan niém cua s6 dong - Toi sé khong
quay duc l1én hd nudc xua cii do, tdi chi vt 1én nhitng gi tinh
co troi dat dén chan t6i - cach day mot thé ky, né manh mé va
on ao hon nhiéu. Nguoi dan ba cla nam 1828 phal manh mé
IAm méi c6 thé bat chap, bd ngoal tai nhirng diéu si nhuc, qué
trach minh va chang mang gi dén nhung &P hira hen hao
huyén. Ngum ta phal clrng cdi 1am ma&i c6 thé tu nédi v&i chinh
minh, 0, nhung cac nguoi dau mua van chuwong duoc. Van
chuong la cdnh cira m& ra cho moi nguoi. Téi khéng cho
phép 6ng, du 6ng la giam thi trong trudng, dudi tdi khoi bai
cé xanh. Khoéa ctlra thu vién lai néu 6ng mudn, nhung khdng
canh coéng, khéng 6 khda, khéng then cai nao 6ng cé thé
dung dé giam giit tv do trong tam tudng toi.

Nhung anh huéng cda nhirng 10 phe binh va chi trich bat
loi 1€n ngoi but nha van nir dau the nao chang nira - va toi tin
anh hudng d6 rat 1én - cling chang dang gi néu dem so sanh
voi khdé khan ho phal duong dau (toi van dang de cap den
nhirng nha van nix séng vao dau thé ky XIX) khi ho V|et xuéng
trang gidy nhirng suy nghi cia minh - sau lung ho vang bong
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mot truyen thong V|et van, hodc néu ¢o thi v cung ngan ngui
va thiéu VO tu, va chang gilp ich gi. B&i néu Ia phu nit, ching
ta nghi vé qua kh& qua ba me ching ta chir khdng ai khac.
Chi v6 ich néu ching ta tim kiém su tro gitp tir nhirng nha
van phai nam lay ling, du ching ta c6 thé doc ho nhiéu dé
tiéu khién. Lamb, Browne!®”l Thackerayl®8! Newman[69]

Sterne[7o] chkens[71] De Qumcey[72] bat ki ngudi nao -
chua hé thay ai la ngum ra tay tro giip phai nit, cho du c6 thé
qua ho, nha van nit cia ching ta hoc hoi duoc doéi ba ki xao
nao dé dem ap dung vao van chuong cda minh.

Strc ndng ciing nhu d6 nhay, buéc tién cuda tri 6c ngudi dan
ong khac xa dan ba va that khé cho chi hoc hoi duoc diéu gi
dang ké. Loai vuwon da qud xa xdi trong qud khir. Co 18, diéu
thir nhat chi nhan biét lGc dat bat xudng viét 1a khong hé cé
san cau vian chung chung nao cho chj dung. Tat ca nhitng tiéu
thuyét gia danh ti€ng nhu Thackeray, Dickens va Balzacl”3!
déu c6 giong van ty nhién; van cda ho troi chay nhung khong
lubm thudm, dién cam nhu’ng khong kiéu cach, ho cé sac thai
rleng nhung khong dé mat tinh cach chung. Ho dua trén cau
van thinh hanh cua thoi dai ho. Thinh hanh vao dau thé ky XIX
co |é la ki€u cau van nhu sau: “Véi ho, sy 1én lao cua tac
pham nam & chd né cho ho co héi tranh luan, khong khung
lai ma t|en toi. Khong noi khich dong nao, khéng su thoa man
nao cé thé khlen ho tan tinh pho dién nghé thuat ciia minh va
cham dut cong hién chan li cung cai dep cho cuoc doi. Cang
thanh cong, cang ¢4 gang, va thdi quen giup ho thanh cong
hon.” DPé 1a ciu vin do dan 6ng viét, dang sau né ngudi ta co

thé nhin ra Johnson, Glbbon@ va nhitng nguoi khac. No la
cau van khong thich hop véi dan ba. Charlotte Bronté, nguci
c6 vdn tai xudt ching, vap nga véi thir vii khi kénh cang dé
trong tay. George Eliot v&i n6 trd nén tan nhan khéng sao ta
ndi. Chi c6 Jane Austen nhin né rdi n& nu cudi, ba tw ché bién
cho minh mot thir ngoén ngir tu nhién giau tinh tao hinh thich
hop cho van chuong cta ba va khong bao gi¢ tach lia né. Do
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d6, mic du van tai khéng bang Charlotte Bronté, nhung ba da
néi duoc nhiéu hon diéu mudn minh néi. Qua vay, bdi hai yéu
t6 co ban cula nghé thuat la sy ty do va su phong phu trong
phong cach biéu hién; ving béng mot truyen thong phuong
tién trong tay ciing khong, phai néi doé la rao can, chong gai
cuc ki kho khdn cho ngudi phu nit mudn trd thanh nha van.
VA lai, cudn sach khdng phai 1a nhitng cau van tuan tu noi
dudi nhau cho dén hét, n6 la sy kién tao cha nhirng cau van
va nhitng cau van nay, véi su tro gilp cua hinh twong, kién
tao nén dén dai miéu mao. D6 ciing la hinh thirc cac nha van
phai nam tao dung tr nhu ciu cla ho va tré thanh coéng cu
cho ho st dung. Khong cé |i do nao dé nghi cac thé loai vin
hoc c6 nhu anh ht‘mg ca hoac kich tho thich hop cho ngudi
viét phai nir. Tat ca nhung the loai van hoc co dé dén thoi phu
nir bat dau V|et van di cé nén tang virng chac va dinh hinh rd
rét. Chi c6 tiéu thuyét Ia thé loai twong ddi mdi mé, co thé
mém mai nga vao doi tay chi - c6 1&, d6 la mét i do chi viét
tiéu thuyet Tuy nhién, ngay bay gld ai la ngu’dl bio “Tiéu
thuyet (t0| cho né nam gitra hai dau nhay dé nhan manh quan
dlem cla toi vé su thi€u thén cla tir ngir), thé loai van hoc
mém déo nhit nay, 1a hinh thirc phiu hop nhat v&i chi trén con
duong van nghiép? Chac chan, chung ta sé& nhin thay chj déo
duc cdi hinh thirc d6, néu chi cé tu do sir dung ban tay minh,
dén khi nao né phu hop con ngu'ou chi; va lac dé chi sé trmh
lang phuong tién biéu hién méi c6 the cho tho cda chi, khéng
nhat thiét pha| la van xuoi. Bm tho van chdi bo chi. Va téi thic
mac gia st ¢4 chj thoi nay viét v kich tho nam man thi chij sé
dung thé vidn nao - chj sé dung van van - chi sé khong dung
van xuoi?

Nhung day 1a nhitng cau hdi khé trd 109, chiing nam &
khodng tranh tdi tranh sang cua tuong lai. Téi phai bo chljng
lai, chi vi ching kich thich t6i khién t6i lan man di lac de va
chui vao khu rung u am khong 16i ra, noi t6i lac mat 16i vé va
rat c6 thé bi bay thu hoang an thit. Toi khong muodn, va toi
chac cac ban cling khdng muén t6i néu ra dé tai vd cing u am
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dé, tuwong lai chia van hoc, va bai thé t6i chi tam ngung tai day
dé thu hat su chd y cla cac ban vao binh dién to tat khac, do
la quan hé cda phu nit v&i hoan canh vat chat, mét binh dién
sé phai dong vai tro quan trong trong tuong lai. Sach, bang
cach nay hay cach khac, thich &*rng v&i co thé con ngudi va
mot cach liéu linh, nguoi ta c6 thé bdo sach viét bdi phu nir
nén ngan gon hon, c6 dong hon sach cda phai nam, va nén
duoc cau tao nhu thé nao dé khong phai tén nhiéu thoi gian
viét lién tuc. B&i, sé khdng bao gi® tranh duoc su gian doan.
MGt lan nira, nhirng soi ddy than kinh dan 1én ndo b dan ong
va dan ba khéng gidng nhau, va néu cac ban dinh bat ching
lam viéc cat luc v&i hiéu qua cuc cao thi cac ban phai tim ra
cach bién gidi nao thich hop véi chiang - thi du, nhitng gio
giang van nady, do cac thay tu soan thao va dé xuit cach day
hang may tram ndm, cé thich hop cho ching hay khéng - cé
can thay doi dudng 16i, can nghi ngoi hay khéng, nghi ngoi &
day khéng c6 nghia la khéng lam gi ma la lam cai gi khac; va
cai khac do 1a gi? Phai dem tit ca nhirng diéu nay ra thao luan
va tim hiéu; tat ca |a mot phan cda cau hdi quan hé giira phu
nit va van hoc 1a gi. Tuy thé, toi ti€p tuc suy nghi trong luc lai
gan bén ké sach, t6i sé& tim thdy & dau mot cong trinh nghién
clru ti mi vé tdm |i phu nir do mét phu nir bién soan? Vi phu
nit khong da stc choi bong da nén ho khong duoc phép hanh
nghé thay thudc.

Dén day, suy nghi cla t6i han hoan ré sang khuc quanh
khac.
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Chuong nam

Cuéi cung, sau nhitng suy nghi lan man chang di dén dau
nay, t6i dén bén ké sach nhﬁ'ng tac gia duong dai, nam ciing
nhu nit; boi ngay nay, sach cla hai phai nam nir twong ducmg
nhau. Hodc néu diéu dé khong han dung, néu nam gi&i van la
phai at giong hon thi dleu kha chac chan 1a nir glm ngay hay
khong phai ai ciing chi viét tiéu thuyét. Ching ta cé sach cua

Jane Harrisonl”5! viét vé khdo ¢ Hi Lap, sach cua Vernon

Leel”®] v& mi hoc, sach cda Gertrude Belll’”! v& xir Ba Tu. DU
moi dé tai ma cach day mot the hé, dan ba khong ai dung dén.
Cé ca tho, kich va phé binh; roi sach lich su, t|eu su sach du
lich, sach nghlen cuu; tham chi c6 ca vai cuén ve trlet hoc,
khoa hoc va kinh té. Va mac du van chiém da s&, tiéu thuyét
c6 mot bdé canh méi. N6 khong con su don gian tu nhién nira,
thoi dai anh hung ca cla ngdi bat phu nir cé thé da Iui vao
qud khir. Hoc hoi va phé binh dem dén cho chi cai nhin xa
rong, tinh té hon nhiéu. Hap lyc hudng vé thé tu truyén phai
nhat. Chi viét sach nhu mot nghe thuat chu khong phal cach
tu biéu hién. Biét dau, trong sO nhung cudn tiéu thuyet maoi
nay, chidng ta tim ra loi gidi cho vai cau hdi nhu thé.

To6i nham mat ldy dai xuéng mot cudn truyén. N6 nam gan
cudi ké sach, c6 nhan dé 1a Cuéc phiéu luu cda su séng hay
cai gi dé, tac gia la Mary Carmichael, va vira xuit ban thang
Mudi ndy. Dudng nhu ndé la cudn sach dau tay cua chi, toi tu
nhd, nhung ngui ta phéi doc n6 nhu thé né 1a bd truyén cudi
cung trong loat sach kha dai, ti€p néi tat cd nhitng cudn toi da
liEc mat vao - thu Lady Winchilsea, kich Aphra Behn va tieu
thuyet cta bén t|eu thuyét gia danh tiéng. B&i mic du ching
ta co thoi quen tham dinh sach vo mot cach riéng ré nhung
that ra chung tuan tu noi ti€p nhau. Va toi bat budc phal xem
chi - tac gia vé danh cua ching ta - la hau dué cla tat ca
nhirng nha van nir tdi nhac dén, dé tim xem chij thira hudng
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tinh cach hay d& nao clha ho. Thé roi, v&i tiéng thd dai, bdi
tieu thuyét thuong chi 1a liéu thuéc lam diu dau ch& khong
phai thuoc giéi doc, thay vi su khich dong khién tinh than
nguon ta tI‘O’ nén phan chan no ru ngum ta vao giac ngu hon
meé, toi ngO| xuong vdi cudn sd tay va cay but chi dé nhat ra
nhitng gi tdi ¢ thé lwom it duoc tir cudn tiéu thuyét dau tay
clia Mary Carmichael, Cudc phiéu luu cua su séng.

Trudc khi bat dau doc cudn sach, t6i dua mat li€c nhanh
trang gidy. T6i mudn bat duoc nét dac trung trong cau van
cla chi, tdi nha, trudc khi nhdi nhét vao bé nhé clia minh tat
ca nhirng tinh tiét vé moi quan hé giira Chloe va Roger. S& cé
thoi gian cho chuyén dé sau khi tdi quyét dinh duoc trong tay
chi la cay but hay cai riu. Vi thé, to6i thir doc mot hai cau.
Chang may chéc t6i nhan ngay ra c6 cai gi khong 6n. Tinh lién
tuc tr cAu nay sang cau kia bi pha v&. C6 cai gi clr thé x€é toac
ra, cao nat; noi day mot tir va & kia no lée Ién trong mat toi.
Chi “budng” minh ra nhu nguoi ta hay néi trong cac vé kich
xua. Chi nhu nguoi bat que diém khong chay, t6i nghi thé.
Nhung tai sao, toi hdi nhu thé chi dang ngdi trudc mat, hinh
thirc nhirng cau van cua Jane Austen khong thich hop véi chi
u? Phai virt bd tat ca sau khi Emma va éng Woodhouse khéng
con nira? H&i oi, toi thd dai, chuyén phai nhu thé u! Bdi, doc
Jane Austen ching ta thiy ba tung hL'rng tu giai diéu nay sang
g|a| diéu kia nhu Mozart, con doc cudn sach nay chung ta co
cam tudng nhu dang ngoi trén con thuyén cho vo ngoai bién
ca. Luc nh6 1én luc thup xuong Su kiém |&i, nhirng hoi thor
ngan dudng nhu chi so hai diéu gi; cé 1é chi so bi goi la “

, hoac chi nho ra van chuong phai nir thuong bi ché la hoa
mi va chi quyét tdm dua ra that nhiéu gai nhon; nhung cho
dén khi doc tron canh huéng trong truyén, téi chdng thé nao
bao chi la chi hay la ngudi nao khac. Du sao chang nira, doc
chi nguoi ta khong bi suy gidam tinh than va sirc song. Nhung
chi chong chat qua nhiéu dir kién. Chj sé khéng thé nao sir
dung hét moét nira nhirng dir kién do trong cuén sach day
chirng nay. (N6 chi bang nlra cudn Jane Eyre). Tuy thé, bang
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cach nao dd, chi chat tdt ca moi nguoi - Roger, Chloe, Olivia,
Tony va 6ng Bigharn - lan chiéc ca-n6 chay hguoc trén song.
Nhung hidy khoan, tdi nghi trong ltic nga lwng vao ghé tua, toi
nén can trong xem xét lai toan bd cau chuyén nay trudc khi di
xa hon.

T6i kha chac chan la Mary Carmichael dang gi& tro gat gam
ching ta. B&i tdi c6 cdm tuwdng nhu ngudi ta thay toa tau chay
dén doan cudi dudng ray phai quay tré lai va thay vi hup
xuéng nhu nguoi ta cho doi thi nd trdi 1én. Mary dang xao
tron cai chudi tuan tu ndi tiép quen thuoc Thoat dau chi pha
Vo cau van; gIO’ day, chi pha v& cdi tuan tu. Duoc rdi, chi co6
quyen lam thé& néu chi vi muc tiéu sang tao chur khong phai
chi dé pha cach. Téi khong chic cadi nao trong hai diéu dé
ding cho dén khi ban than chi déi dién voi canh huéng nao
do. Toi sé cho chj toan quyén tu do chon bat ki canh huong
hao va c6 thé tao ra chung bang nhitng cai binh thi€c hay
nhirng am tra ci néu thich, nhung chi phal thuyét phuc duoc
toi do la mot canh hudng va chi phai doi dién v&i né khi tao ra
né. Chi phai nhay dung lén. Va, voi quyet tam lam tron bon
phan ngu’on doc, cung nhu chi lam tron bon phan nguoi viét,
toi gid trang sach va bat dau doc... Xin cac ban thir 16i cho
viéc to6i dot ngot ngirng lai & day. Co phai dan ong kh6ng hién
dlen 0 noi day? Co phal cac ban cam doan vOi toi rang sau
tdm man do6 dang kia cac ban khdéng gidu hinh béng cla Sir

Chartres Blron@? Tat ca ching ta déu la dan ba, c6 phai cac
ban bao toi thé? Vay tdi c6 thé bao cac ban la ngay ké dé toi
doc hang chit nay - “Chloe thich Olivia...”. Bwng giat minh.
Dung do mat. Chung ta hdy chap nhan cung voi tinh riéng tuw
cla xa hdi nay rang diéu do doi khi xay ra. Doi khi dan ba
thich dan ba.

“Chloe thich Olivia”, t6i doc. Va t0i choang vang khi nhan
thay su thay doi vOo cung to tat dang dién ra. Chloe thich
Olivia, c6 1& 1an dau tién trong van chuong cé cach dién dat
nhu thé. Cleopatra khéng thich Octavia. Va gid nhu nang
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khdng nhu thé, v& kich Antony va Cleopatra chac han hoan
toan doi khac! Toi lai nght ngoi lan man, toi e rang dau OC toi
di chéch ra ngoai cuén Cudc phiéu lwu cda s sé6ng mat roi,
toi nghi truyen ci la cai gi bi don glan hoa, quy wéc héa dén
do phi li, néu ngudi ta c6 thé néi vé nd. Cam xuc cla
Cleopatra d6i véi Octavia chi doc nhat 1a su ghen ghét.

Nang cé cao hon tdi khong? Nang chai téc ki€u gi? Co Ié v
kich khéng yéu cau nhirng chi tiét d6. Nhung thu vi biét bao
néu quan hé giita phu nit tr& nén phirc tap hon. Tat ca céc
mdi quan hé giita phu nir véi nhau déu qua sirc gién don, toi
nghi trong luc thoang nh& lai hinh anh xan lan cia nhirng
nhan vat nit trong tiéu thuyét. Cé rat nhiéu dleu khong ai nhac
dén, khdng ai dem ra thir nghiém. Va téi ¢d nhé lai xem tat ca
sach v& t6i doc cod truvong hop nao hai ngudi phu nir la ban
nhau khéng. Diéu dé c6 trong cudn Diana cua nhiing nga tu
dudng. Di nhién, ho 1a nhitng ngudi than thiét, trong kich cla
Racine hay bi kich Hi Lap. Xua cling nhu nay, ho la me con.
Nhung gan nhu khoéng cé ngoal 1€, ho luén duoc biéu hién
qua quan hé cua ho vai dan 6ng. That la lung khi nghi rang
tat cd dan ba trong tiéu thuyét khdng nhiing ch| duoc nhin
b&i gidi phai khac, ma con chi dwoc nhin qua mdi lién hé cda
ho v&i ngudi khac phai; diéu nay phai doi mai dén thoi cda
Jane Austen mdi d6i thay. Va néu qud nhu thé, thi ¢ bao
nhiéu manh doi bé nho cha nguoi phu nlr ma ga dan 6ng nhin
thay khi ga tuy tién nhin né qua cap kinh mau den hoac mau
hong nam trén mii gi. Cé 1€ boi li do nay, ban chat dac trung
cla ngudi phu nir trong tleu thuyet nhirng thai cuc ki quac,
dan da thanh hinh; mot dang la sac dep tuyét tran, mot dang
la su xau xi kinh khlep, nang dong dua glua hai cuc diém, tot
lanh thanh thién va suy doi tdm t0| - va nho thé ngum tinh
cua nang thay tinh yéu cta minh ndi 1én hay chim xuong, tuoi
tan hay budn rau. Di nhién, diéu nay khong dung han véi tiéu
thuyét thé ky XIX. Khi d6, dan ba tr& nén khong glong nhau va
phirc tap hon nhiéu. Qua thé, chinh tham vong muon viét vé
dan ba co 1é di 1a dong co thac day dan dng tir bd kich tho,
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von san tinh bao liét khéng thudn tién cho viéc dién ta, dé
chon tiéu thuyét va bién né thanh cong cu chira dung thich
hop hon. Ngay ca thé, diéu hién nhién 13, trong tiéu thuyét
cta Proust!79! cﬁng thé, nguodi dan 6ng gdp phai nhtrng
chudng ngai v6 cung Ion lao va thi€u han tinh than vo tu
trong hiéu biét vé dan ba; nguoc lai, dan ba ciing vay.

Thém nira, toi ti€p tuc nghi ngoi trong luc nhin xudng trang
sach, sy kién dang trd nén hién nhién Ia dan ba cung nhu dan
ong mudn biét nhiéu d|eu khac nira bén canh cai biét mudn
doi quen thudc luan quan trong x6 nha. “Chloe thich Olivia.
Hai nguoi lam viéc chung trong phong thi nghiém...” Toi doc
ti€p va biét hai ngudi dan ba tré nay dang bam gan, hinh nhu
dé bao ché mon thudc chira bénh thi€u mau nguy hai gi do;
mot trong hai nguoi da cé gia dinh va hai con nho - t6i nghi
minh néi ding. Di nhién, tat cad nhirng chi tiét do xua kia
khong ai dam dem vao, va do do chan dung xan lan cla ngu’(‘yi
phu nir trong tac pham vin hoc thud a ay hét sirc glan di va don
diéu. Gia thu ngum dan 6ng duoc biéu dat trong vin chuong
chi l1a nguoi tinh cda dan ba, ho khong bao gio lam ban véi
dan 6ng khac, khdng anh linh, triét nhan, ké méng mo nao la
ban ho; néu thé cac v& kich cia Shakespeare cé duoc bao
nhiéu vai cho dan 6ng; van hoc sé& phai chiu thiét thoi biét
bao! C6 Ié chung ta van con kha nguyén ven Othello; kha
nhiéu Anthony; nhung sé& khéng con Caesar, khdong Brutus,
khong Hamlet, khong Lear, khong Jaques - van hoc tr& nén
ngheo nan vo cung, nhu né da qua that nghéo nan hon ca viéc
ching ta dém c6 bao nhiéu canh clra déng sam vao mat nguo
phu nir viét van. Bi ép duyen chi c6 mot can phong, mot cong
viéc duy nhat, bang cach nao nha soan kich c6 thé d|en dat
day dd, trung thuc va tha vi vé ho day? Chi c6 cach noi ve tinh
yeu Thi si budc chon lua gilra hai thai dé hoac soi n0| dam
mé hoac dang cay chua xét, trir khi 6ng ta that tinh “giét dan
ba”, nhu’ng diéu d6 thuwdng cé nghia la voi dan ba, 6ng chang
c6é gi quyén ri.
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Gi®r day néu Chloe thich Olivia va hai ngudi lam viéc chung
trong phong thi nghiém, diéu nay khién tinh ban giira hai
nguoi cang thém khang khit va phong pha b&i né it va cham
doi song ca nhan hon; néu Mary Carmichael biét viét, va t6i
bat dau thay thich van chuong chi; néu chi c6 cdn phong
neng, diéu nay toi khdng chac lam; néu chi c6 ndm tram bang
moi ndm - diéu nay phai doi bang chirng da - thi t6i nghi cé
cai gi d6 hét sirc trong dai dang dién ra.

Ba&i néu Chloe thich Olivia va Mary Carmichael biét cach
dién ta chi sé thap 1én ngon dudc trong gian phong réng
ménh moéng dé, noi chua hé cé ai dit chan vao. N6 tranh toi
tranh sang nhu nhirng hang dong quanh co, ngusi di bén
trong v&i ngon nén chap chéon khéng biét minh giam chan 1én
dau. Va toi tiép tuc doc dén doan Chloe nhin Olivia cat cai lo
lén ké va bdo Olivia di dén gid ¢d vé nha véi cac con. o la
canh tuong chua tirng thay bao gio tir khi khai thién lap dia,
toi thot l€n. Va toi quan sat mot cach vo cung td mo. Badi toi
muon thay bang cach nao Mary Carmichael dem chir nghla ra
chup bat nhitng ctr chi, nhitng hanh vi chua ghi xudng mat
giay bao gio, nhu’ng tu ngu’ chua bao gi® thét ra hodc chi thét
ra nira voi, ma hinh thé cda ching c6 1€ khong rd rét hon hinh
bong con buédm dém dau trén tran nha, d6 la luc ngudi dan
ba doi dién voi chinh minh, khong ai ké bén, khong bi ludng
anh sdng mau ldc tat luc sang cla ké khac phai chiéu lén mat.
Chi sé& phai nin thd néu chi lam, tdi néi trong llc doc tiép; bdi
v&i dan ba bat ki quan tdm nao khong kem theo dang sau vai
y do déu dang nghi ngd, ho qud quen v&i canh che day, nhan
nhuc va chi trong chép mat ho ngoan ngoan clui dau quay
sang hudng di khac. Cach duy nhat chi co the lam, toi nghi
trong ltc gat gu v&i chi nhu thé chi dang ngO| truéc mat, la
noi vé chuyén khac, nhin cham chu ra ngoai clra s6 va ghi lai,
khéng phai voi cay but chi va cubn sé tay ma bang nhu’ng ki
hiéu nhanh hon téc ki, nhirng tr ngit chua thanh van thanh
am, chuyen gi xay ra kh| Olivia - nhung t€ bao hitu co nay
nam yén dudi day tang da ca trieu ndm - cam thady ludng sang
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pha xudng va dang dén v&i chi 1a mén an la lung - kié€n thirec,
phiéu luu, nghé thuat. Chi dua tay don nhan no, toi nghi trong
lic nhudng dbéi mat nhin vao trang sach, va phai nght ra sy
phdi hop hoan toan méi mé bao gom nhitng chat liéu chi
dung, chi phdi khai trién no tdi da cho nhirng muc tiéu khac
dé cai mdi tham thau vao cai cli ma khong gay xao tron cho
cai phtrc hop vo han, cai thang bang chi li clia téng thé.

Nhung h&i oi, t6i da lam chuyén t6i chu tam khong lam; tOi
da vo tam den noi buot miéng ca ngon gigi phai cua chinh toi.
“Khai trién t6i da” - “cai phtrc hop vo han” - nhitng cum tir ca
ngoi khdng chéi cdi vao dau duoc, va ca ngoi chinh glm pha|
minh luén luén 1a diéu dang ngd thong thuong la xuan ngoc
hon nira, trong truong hop nay, lam sao 107 bién gidi cua
chinh minh cé thé bao chira dugc? Nguoi ta chang thé nao
budc dén birc ban dé va bao rang Columbus kham pha ra Mi
chau va Columbus 1a dan ba; hodc cam qua tdo phat biéu
Newton kham pha ra dinh luat van vat hap dan va Newton la
dan ba; hoac nhin [én troi bao phi co dang bay trén tr&i va phi
co do dan ba sang ché. Trén tudng khong co nét vach do
chiéu cao chinh xac cta dan ba. Khdng cé thuéc do chuan xac
dén ting phan li cho nguoi ta dem ra do luong pham gia
ngudi me hién, su tan tuy cda c6 con gai, long chung thuy cla
nguoi chi hay kha nang ba quan gla Tham chi, tai cac truong
dai hoc ngay hay, it c6 phu nitr nao duoc cho diém:; nhung su
thir thach I&6n cba nhitng nganh nghe chuyén mon, quan doi,
thuong mai, chinh tri, ngoai glao rat hiém danh cho dung cho
ho. Ho gan nhu khong duoc xép hang Nhung chang han néu
can biét tat ca nhirng gi con ngudi cé thé biét vé Sir Hawley

Butts, t6i chi viéc gIO’ sach cla Burke[8o] hay Debrett[81] la co
ngay moi chi tiét vé dng nhu ong dd ba bang nay bang kia; lam
chld mét tda dinh thu; thira k& mot gia san khong nho; tirng
lam thu ki cua uy ban; tung lam dai st Anh quéc & Canada
téi cling biét rd giay khen thu’dng, bang tuong luc va huan
chuong nao ghi nhd muon doi cong trang cua 6ng. Chi cé
Thuong dé mai biét vé Sir Hawley Butts nhiéu hon thé.
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B&i thé, khi t6i gdn ghép nhitng cum tir “khai trién t6i da”,
“cai phic tap vo han” 1én ngudi phu nit, téi chang thé nao

kifm ching nhitng diéu doé trong sach cda Whltaker@,
Debrett hoac Nién muc dai hoc. Trong tinh trang kho xtr nay
t6i phai lam gi? Va téi lai nhin 1&én ké sach. H&t cudn nay sang
cuon kia tiéu sir cua Johnson, Goethe, Carlyle, Sterne,
Cowper@, Shelley@, VoItaire@, Browning va nhiéu nhan
tai khac. Pau 6c tdi lai nghi dén tat ca nhirng vi nhan nay, ho
la ngudi, va bdi nhitng duyén do khac nhau, mot hém cé
ngudi dan ba hAm mo tim dén chung séng véi ho, giao pho ca
cudc doi minh cho ho, 1am tinh v&i ho, viét vé ho, dit hét long
tin vao ho; vdy ma nhirng tinh cdm sau dam nhu thé chi duoc
miéu ta nhu la sy phu thudc qua lai nao do. Toi khong khang
dinh tat ca nhirng quan hé nay la nhitng mai tinh tuyét doi cao

thuong, va Sir William Joynson H|cks[86] c6 |€ sé phan d0|
Nhung ching ta sé hi€u sai cic vi nhan nay nhleu lAm néu
khang khang bdo ho chang duoc gi tir nhirng moi tinh do
ngoai giay phut ém dém, su tu ai duoc vuot ve bdi nhu’ng fof
tang boc hodc khodi cdm thé xac. Hién nhién, ké cung gioi
chang thé nao dem dén cho ho nhitng diéu nay; va co |é chang
c6é gi hap tap néu ching ta dinh nghia xa hon nita ma khéng
can trich dan nhirng tir ngit kéu nhuw chudéng déng cla thi sf,
do la, nang luc sang tao duoc kich thich va déi méi hay khong
la do mon qua tang cla nguoi khac phai dem den TOi hinh
dung ong mo clra phong khach hoac nha tré va bat gap nang
ciing bay con hay v&i tdm vai théu trén dui - va du 1a gi chang
nita thi trong tdm su khac biét giira hai hé doi sdng, su tuwong
phan gilra thé gidi nay va thé gidi cta riéng 6ng, c6 thé 1a toa
an hay Thir dan Nghi vién, hgay lap tirc lam mai va tiép thém
cai nang luc sang tao trong Ong; tiép theo do, tham chi chi
can trao ddi vai cau noi bang quo, nhirng quan diém tu nhién
khac nhau nhu nerng y twdng kho han bong mot 1an nita tré
nén m& mau; va sy kién tao hinh anh nang trong moi truong
khac, thoi thuc nang luc sang tao trong 6ng tlep tuc viét tiép
truyén d& dang, va dau 6ng bong bat |én cau vian hay canh
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twong ong khong nghi ra luc doi mi vao tham nang M0| ong
Johnson déu c6 mot nang Thrale, 6ng khdng muén mat nang
bdi nhitng li do nay, roi khi Thrale lap gia dinh voi thay day
nhac nguoi Y, Johnson tirc gian va chan chuong den cuong
dién, chang pha| b&i 6ng ti€c nhé nhung bubi toi ém a d
Streatham ma chi vi ngon Ia doi sng cla 6ng “tat ngdm”
mat roi.

Tuy khéng phai la bac ki tai nhuJohnson Goethe, CarIer
hay Voltaire, nhung ngudi ta van co thé cam thay ban chat cua
tinh phirc tap va ndng luc sang tao phat trién dén mirc cao do
& phu nit, mac du so véi cac vi nhan kia né khac xa. Nguoi ta
ddt chan vao can phong - von liéng tiéng Anh nguoi ta phai
kéo dai ra, nhirng tir ngir can déi canh bat chap moi chudng
ngai vat bay vut Ién, hién hinh truédc khi nguoi dan ba cé thé
noi diéu gi xay ra khi chi budc vao cin phong Nhung can
phong hoan toan khac nhau; can nay yén ang, can kia on ao;
cin nay nhin ra bién ca bao la, cin kia nhin vao khodng san
nha t; cdn nay treo day quan ao, cian kia ngon ngdn da quy
va lua Ia; can nay cung nhu bom ngua, can kia mém tua Iong
chim - ngudi ta chi can budc vao bat cir can phong nao, nam
trén bat clr con phé nao la bt gap toan bo cdi nang luc nir
phai cuc ki phtrc tap kia bay ra dap vao mat. Co cach nao khac
khéng? B&i ca triéu ndm nay, phu nitr ngdi yén lang gilra bon
blrc tuong, vi thé gio day, chinh nhung birc tudng nay la noi
tham thau nang luc sang tao cla ho, va qua thé, moi Vién
gach, m0| tac vira tudng nhu cang cung nhung kha hang can
thlet dé lién két ngoi but véi thé glm bén ngoai, kinh té&, chinh

ri. Nhung nang luc sang tao nay cua dan ba khac xa nang luc
sang tao cua dan 6ng Va nguc‘yi ta phai két luan 1a that ngan
lan dang tiéc néu nang luc nay bi can tI’O’ ‘hoac phi hoai, vi
ngay nay nguoi ta ¢ né la nho nhung co gang kién tam vuot
buc trong nhiéu the ky va chang gl thay thé noé dugc. Ciing
nghin lan dang tiéc néu dan ba viét nhu dan éng, séng nhu
dan 6ng hay bé dang nhu dan 6ng, bdi néu hai gioi phai déu
cé nhitng khiém khuyét thi lam thé nao ching ta xoay x&
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trong cai thé glm bao la va muén vé nay chi vi mot gigi phai?
Phai chang nén giao duc nén dua ra va vun ddp cai khac biét
thay vi cai glong nhau gitra hai glm phai? Vi chung ta da co
quda nhiéu dlem glong nhau, va néu nha tham hiém quay vé
mang theo ti€éng néi cla gidi phai kia nhin tir canh cay khac
trong bau trdi khac thi 6ng ta qua di lam duoc diéu that tot
dep cho nhan loai; va ching ta ciing cdm thay vd cung hai
long khi nhin gido su X hap tap di tim bo thudc do clia 6ng dé
chirng t6 6ng la “ngudi vuot troi’.

S& phdi tach roi tdc phdm cda Mary Carmichael ra khoi chi,
toéi nghi trong lic van luon |0 & khoang cach kha xa trang
sach, dé chj chi o tu cach nguoi quan sat ma thoi. Toi e la chi
nghe theo cam do, di vao con dudng tré thanh tiéu thuyét gia
kiém nha tu nhién hoc, nhanh sang tac ma téi cho la kém thu
vi hon, ch khéng phai nha van viét v&i suy nghiém. Chi c6
qua nhiéu su kién méi mé dé quan sat. Chi sé khéng can tu
giam minh trong can ho khang trang cla tang |O’p trén trung
lvu. Khéng can ha cé, ciing chang viéc gi phal tr té, nhumg
véi tinh than dong cam, chi sé thAm nhdp vao nhirng can
phong chat hep, sdc mui nudc hoa, noi cd gai giang ho, ¢d gai
di€m va ngudi dan ba véi con ché ngodi chd. Noi do, ho ngoi
im lim v&i ao quan thdé lau ma nha van nam khoac [én ho nhu
mot sy tat yeu Nhung Mary Carmichael sé 16i ra cai kéo cua
chi va sé cat xén 4o xong ho cho dén khi nao that vira van mai
thoi. Canh tuwong khi nhitng ngudi dan ba nay Iot xac chac la
la lung 13am, nhung hay khoan, boi Mary Carmichael van con
dang bi vuong viu véi y thirc vé ban thé, su hién hiru cta “toi
16i” bat nguon tir can tinh tan bao glua glm phdi v&i nhau.
Chan chj van trong trong cai gong cum xau xi, hoen ri cla giai
tang.

Tuy thé, da phan dan ba khong la gai diém; ma cing chang
may ai ngoi gilr cho bang soi vai nhung bUI bim sudt budi
ch!eu hé. Nhung néu khéng thé thi ho lam gi day? Dudi con
mat cla tri twdng twong, toi thay ho budc trén con 16 dai chay
doc phia nam bo song, noi nha clra chen chidc san sat nhau,
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dan cuw déng vd s6 ké&. V&i con mat cla tri tudng twong, toi
thdy ba cu gia dang bang qua duong trong vong tay cua
nguon phu nir trung nién, c6 & 1a con gai ba. Ca hai déu an
mac lich su, giay 0ng cao va ao choang Iong thd, bo ao dai ho
mac chiéu nay la trang phuc cho bu0| |é nao dé, bo do subt
mua heé, ndm nay qua nam khac, nam yén trong ti bén canh
nhitng tang bang phién. Ho bing qua duong khi den duong
bat dau le 16i (bdi ldc chap toi la thoi khac thi vi nhat voi ho)
nhu moi 1an khac, nim nay qua nim no. Ba cu dé chirng da
gan tam muoi; nhuwng néu c6 ngudi hoi cudc sdng cla cu co y
nghia gi thi cu sé tra 1oi 1a cu nhéd hom dén duong ruc sang
ghi dau tran Balaclava, cu ciing nh& hém ti€ng sing tir cdng
vién Hype no rén mung ngay sinh vua Edward bDé that. Nhu’ng
néu cé ké cic cé muon phan dinh bién c6 xay ra vao ngay
nao, mua nao hoi rang thé ngay mung nam thang Tu nam
1868 hodac mung hai thang Muoi mot nam 1875 cu dang lam
gi, thi cu sé nhin Ién ngo ngac va bao |a cu chang nhé& g ca.
Cu nau khdng biét bao nhiéu bira an; rira khong biét bao
nhiéu bat dia; con cai di hoc roi budc vao doi. Chang con gi &
lai. T4t ca tan bién. Khéng sach tiéu st hay lich st nao c6 mét
cau, mot tir vé chuyén dé. Va tiéu thuyét, dau khong chd vy, chi
la m& chir xao ngon, Iira mi.

Tat ca nhitng ki€p séng m& toi nay van chua c6 ai dem ra
khai thac, t6i bao Mary Carmichael nhu thé chi dang ngoi
trwdc mat, roi téi lai cho y nghi minh di xuyén qua duong pho
London dé cam nhan trong tudng tugng ra cai an uc cla su
cAm nin, cla nhitng ki€p d&i chit chong t6i tam tir nhirng
nguc‘yi dan ba & noi goc duong hai tay ch6ng nanh, ngon tay
map map deo nhan, khoa tay mua chan néi nhu giong diéu
bay bdng cla cau van Shakespeare hoac tu c6 gdi ban hoa, c6
gai ban diém, tr mu gia tru dudi 16i ra vao; tir cd gal qua lai
trén duong ma sac mat ¢d, nhu 16p séng dudi troi may, la dau
hiéu c6 ngudi dang dén va la anh den chép l6e tur 6 clra s6
clra hang. Chi sé phai khai thac tat ca nhirng mau chuyén do,
trong lGc cAm chac ngon dudc trong tay, toi bao Mary
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Carmichael nhu thé. Trén hét, chi phai thap sang tim hon
minh v&i tit cd nhitng bé thAm siu ciing nhu néng can, tinh
khoa truvong ciing nhu tinh khiém nhu’c‘yng cla no, va néi cho
moi nguoi cung nghe doi voi chi cai dep, cai vo vi c6 y nghia
nao dang ké va mdi tuong quan nao glua chi va thé gIO’I
khong ngung bién thién, quay cudng ngoai kia, thé gidi cua
giay dép, gang tay va cac do vat tap nham du dua lén xuong
lan trong mui héa chit ndng nac bay Ién tir mai vom cla
nhirng clra hang vai voc, tir trén nén gach gia da hoa cuong.
Boi trong lic twdng tuong, téi ddt chan vao mot ctra hang nhu
thé; san nha lat gach hai mau den trang, nhirng dai bang du
mau sac trong that dep mat giang khap noi. Mary Carmichael
chac pha| trong thay n6 néu chi tinh c& ngang qua, to6i do thé,
va no la canh sac phu hop tuyét hao voi ngO| bat caa chi,
chang kém gi dinh tuyet hay gd da cua rang nui Andes. Va sau
quay ban hang cling c6 mot co gai - chang may chéc toi thau
duoc “ban lai dién muc” co, c6 la doi song thir mot tram nam
muoi cia Napoleon, c6 la bai hoc thir bay muoi vé Keats va l1a
phép dao nghich tho ma gido su Z ciing nhitng dong nghiép
dang lam. Thé roi, t6i de dat t|ep |&i, t6i nhdén got budc di that
khé (tdi nhat nhda l1am, toi van con khi€p ngon roi suyt nira
quat |&én vai minh), dé thi thAm rdng chi cling nén hoc cach
cuoi nita, nhung kh6ng phai nu cuoi cay dang |én cai tu cao
tw dai - dung hon cai dac di, vi tr nay it xdc pham hon - cla
nguoi khac phai. B&i c6 cdi bot to bang ddng xu nam sau gay
nguoi ta chang bao gi® tu nhin thay. Mot trong nhung viéc tot
gidi phai nay lam dugc cho gigi phai kia la miéu ta cai bot to
bang dong xu ndm sau gay dé. Hay nghi, sé cé biét bao diéu
loi ich cho gi¢i phu nit v&i nhitng binh luan cda Juvenal; hay
phé binh cla Strindberg Hay nghi, phai chi nhan loai va
nhirng nha bac hoc uyen bac tir nhitng ki nguyén xa xua chi
ra cho dan ba thay cai bét den to bang déng xu nam sau gay
ho! Va néu Mary la ngudi can dam va luong thién, chi sé ludn
ra sau lung gidi phai kia va ké lai cho ching ta nghe chi trong
thay gi. Hinh anh that va tron ven cla nguoi dan ong sé chang
bao gio duoc khiac hoa mot cach hoan chinh cho dén khi nao
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ngudi dan ba miéu ta cai bdt to bang dong xu nam sau gay
ho. Ong Woodhouse, dng Casaubon déu la nhitng cai bét c&
nhu thé&. Di nhién, khong ai 1a ngudi c6 chdt nhan thirc lai
khuyén chi dem chuyén d6 ra miét thi va bién muc tiéu cua
minh thanh tro tao lao - vin hoc cho thay su vd bo, chdng di
dén dau cua nhirng tic pham viét trén tinh than d6. Hay ton
trong su that, cé 1& ngudi ta bao thé, va két qua sé bat ra vo
ciing ngoan muc. Hai kich s& phong phd hon nhiéu. S& kham
pha ra nhiéu su kién mai la.

Tuy nhién, da dén luc t6i nén ha cai nhin xuéng trang sach.
Thay vi phéng doan nhirng gi Mary Carmichael viét hodc nén
V|et nhu thé nao trong sach cta chi, t6t hon la t6i nén ghé
mat vao doc xem chi da V|et gi. Thé la, toi tiép tuc doc. T6i
nhd téi khong bang long 1am vé&i mot sé diéu trong van phong
chi. Chi pha v& cau tric ciu van cla Jane Austen, va bdi thé
chi khéng cho t6i co hoi tw phd dlen thi hiéu hoan hao va 16
tai khé tinh cda t6i. That vo ich neu t6i bao, “Vang, vang, chi
viét hay lam; nhung Jane Austen viét hay hon chi nhleu dén
day toéi phai thu nhan 1a gitra hai ngudi khdng cé diém g|6ng
nhau ndo. RAi chi con di xa hon thé, chi pha v& luén cai trat tv
ci trong ciu van. Coé 18, chi khéng chd y [am nhu thé, ma chi
don thuan cho né cdi tuan tu tu nhién, viét nhuw mot phu nix
viét, néu qua that chj viét nhu mot phu nir. Nhung hiéu rng
cla nd, bdi nguyén do nao do, khién t6i chung hing; nguoi ta
khong thay nhung dot song x0 nhau, khong thay nhirng tai
bién sap do xuéng & goc ngoat sap tdi. B&i thé, toi khong tai
nao tv pho dién duoc chleu sau cla cam xuc trong toi va hiéu
biét sdu sdc cua toi vé trdi tim con ngudi. Lan nao ciing thé,
hé t6i sap cam thay nhung su vat thong thuong o} nhu’ng no'i
chén thdng thudng, vé tinh yéu, vé cdi chét, thi con qual thu
khé wa dé lai kéo phing téi ra chd khac nhu thé van con xa
chut nira moi dén trong tdm. Va vi the chang cé cach nao cho
t6i thot ra nhirng 10i |8 kéu vang vé “nhitng cdm xuc co ban”,
vé “nhitng pham chat chung cta nhan loai”, vé “chiéu sau cla
trai tim con ngudi”, va tat cad nhitng cum tir khac ho tro cho
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long tin cda chung ta, dé 13, dau trén tang cao, ching ta cé
thong minh, xudt ching nhu thé nao ching nita thi dudi tang
thap, chiing ta van nghiém tdc, sdu sac va nhan ban. o} day,
chi khién t6i c6 cam giac hguoc lai, thay vi nghlem tuc, sau
sac va nhan ban, nguodi ta chi cdm thay - va y ngh| nay chang
hap dan chit nao - ludi nhac trong suy nghi va san sang chap
nhan hoa giai.

Nhung t6i doc tiép va ghi nhan duoc mét sb nhirng dit kién
khac. Hién nhién chi khong la “thién tai". Chang han, chi
khong co tinh yéu thién nhién; chi khéng co tri twédng tuong
boc Ira, khdng cé chat tho hoang dai, khdng c6 muu tri tai
tinh, khong c6 cai minh triét wu tu clia nhirng nguoi di trudc
nhu Lady Winchilsea, Charlotte Bronté, Emily Bronté, Jane
Austen and George Eliot; chi ciing khéng c6 biét tai viét voi
nhac diéu va pham chat cla Dorothy Osborne - qua vay, chi
chi la c6 gai khéo léo va sach cta chi chac chan sé bi cac nha
xuat ban nghién nat trong thoi gian khéng qua mudi nam.
Nhung dau thé, chi c6 mot sé loi thé ma nhirng ngdi but nix
cé tai hon chi nhiéu, séng trudc chi chuwa day nlka thé ky
khéng c¢6. Vi chi, dan 6ng khdng con la “phe canh doi
nghich” nita; chi khéng can phi pham thoi gian chti rda ho;
chi khéng can phai tréo 1én néc nha va khudy déng su binh
yén trong tam tri minh v&i nhitng khao khat di day di do,
nhitng khao khat ném trai cudc doi, hi€u biét vé thé gi¢i ma
chi khéng bao gi® cd. Su khié€p hii va 1dng thu ghét gan nhu
tan bién, hodc gia dau vét cua né chi thay xudt hién khi chi
hoi cwvong diéu trong cung cach boc 16 noi vui sudng duoc tu
do, mot khuynh hu(yng L'rng XU voi nguoi khac phai co tinh
cach cham biém sau cay va nhao bang nhiéu hon la 13ang man.
Va roi, v&i tu cach tiéu thuyet gia, khéng cé gi dang ngo la chi
duoc hudng nhiéu loi thé tw nhién. Su nhay cam cda tdm hon
chi that 1a sdu rong, tha thiét va phéng khoang. Chi can mét
va cham nhe, gan nhu vd hinh, n6 di phan &ng lai réi. N6 say
mé, thich thd thudng |am doi séng nhu nhanh ciy non ding
gitra tr&i nghe ngéng bat c hinh anh, am thanh nao doi dén.
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N6 cilng len I6i mdt cach rat tinh t& va hiéu ki vao nhitng su
vat gan nhu chua ai biét dén hodc ghi chép lai bao gio; no soi
sang lén nhirng vat bé nhd va cho thay chua chac ching da bé
nho. N6 dao bdi 1én nhitng th bi chon vui va lam nguoi ta
phai ban khodn tu hoi cai gi di khié€n né bi chdn vui. Vung vé
va khéng phai 1a ngudi ké tuc cai di san quy bau cla nguoi di
trudc, nhitng nguoi nhu Thackeray hodc Lamb ma ngoi but
tao cdm khoai cho ngudi doc, tuy thé, chi di - va toi bat dau
nghi ngoi - hoc thudc bai hoc 16n thir nhat; chi viét nhu phu
nit, nhung la mét phu nir da quén di minh la phu ni, khién
nhirng trang sach cua chi tran day nhirng pham chat gidi tinh
la lung ma chi xuat hién khi vdn dé gigi tinh nam trong vo
thirc.

Tat ca nhitng diéu nay déu huéng Vé su tot dep. Nhung sé
khéng nhiéu cam giac hoac tri giac tinh té€, tham thuy cé gia
tri, trir phi v&i von Ileng riéng, chi cé thé xay du’ng toa nha lau
bén, khong bi sup d6 qua thir thach. Toi ¢ noi 1a t6i chd dén
khi nao chi tw d6i mat voi mot “canh huéng”. Néi nhu thé co
nghia la chi phai chung to bang cach tap hop moi tri ndng dé
dao sau bén trong cla van dé ch& khéng chi chon von qua
quyt trén bé mat. Luc nao d6, chi sé nhid véi chinh minh rang
bay glcr la thoi diém toi co thé chi ra y nghia cla tat ca nhung
diéu nay ma khéng can dung dén phuong tién manh bao nao.
Va chi bat dau - su hang hai do hi€n nhién biét bao! - tap hop
moi kha nang, biéu dat moi dau hiéu, va noi do no hién lén
trong tri tudng, nu’a nh& nlra quén, va cé thé nhan tién gat bo
nhitng diéu kha tdm thudng. Trong luc c6 ngudi dang khiu va
hodc hat tau, chi cho ching ta thay su ¢ mit cta ho that tu
nhién, cang ty nhién cang hay, va nguoi ta c6 cam tudng,
trong ltc ngodi but chi dan trdi y tudng trén mat gidy, nhu thé
minh ding trén dinh dau thé gigi va thiy né trai ra vé cling uy
nghi bén dudi.

DU sao chidng nita, chi cé nd luc. Va trong lGc quan sat chi
duoi dai ngudi véi cudc thir nghiém, téi tréng thay, nhung hi
vong chi khdng thiy, cac ngai giam muc, trudng khoa, cac bac
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, gido su, cac toc truang va nha mé pham, tat ca dang gan
co hét 1én canh bdo va chi bao chi. Chi khéng duoc lam thé
nay, chi khong duoc lam thé kia! Chi nhitng hoc gid méi duoc
phép di trén bii co! Pan ba khéng duwoc phép vao néu khong
c6 thu gidi thiéu! bay mai la phuong huéng cho nhirng nir
tiéu thuyét gia kha &i va cé hoai bao! Ho ho hét bén canh chi
nhu dam dong bén hang rao truong dua ngua, va doé la cudc
xét xr danh cho chi ma chi khéng duoc quyén nhin phai, nhin
trai. Néu chi nguwng nguyén rda ldc nay, chi sé 1a ké thua cudc,
t6i bao chi nhu thé; néu chi ngung tiéng cudi, chi ciing thua.
Ngap nglrng hay vap ngi, chi sé bi dao thai ngay. Hiay nghi
dén cu nhdy, chi cé cach nhay lén, téi van nai chi nhu thé toi
dat tat ca tién bac cla toi trén lung chi; va chi bay b6ng qua
chuomg nga| vat nhu loai chim. Nhung xa chut nita, co cai rao
chan va céi nira cu thé lién tlep can duong chi. Chi gitr mai
duoc nang luc can thiét dé tlep tuc con dudng do hay khong,
toi khong chac 1am, bdi tiéng vo tay, tleng ho hét nhu xoay
vao than kinh. Nhung chi c6 gang hét sirc minh. Mary
Carmichael khong phai la thién tai, chi chi la c6 gai vo danh
binh thuong viét cudn tiéu thuyét dau tay cda minh trong
phong ngu, trong ltc khdng c6 day du nhitng diéu thiét yéu
nhu thoi gian, tién bac va sw nhan roi, tdi nghi 1a chi khong
dén noi té.

Cho chi mdt trdm nam nira, t6i két luan trong lic doc nét
chuwong cudi cudn sdch - mii va nhitng b& vai tran cia con
ngudi hién 1én tran trui dudi bau troi sao, bdi c6 ngudi giat
manh tdm man cla trong phong khach - hdy cho chj can
phong riéng va ndm tram bang moi ndm, hay dé chi néi lén y
nghi trong dau minh, gat bot phan nua nhirng gi chi ndi bay
gIO’ roi ngay nao doé chi sé cé tac pham hay hon. Mot tram
nam nira chi sé Ia thi si, tdi nghi thé trong luc cam Ién cuén
Cudc phiéu lwu cia su séng cua Mary Carmichael, va tra né vé
cudi ké sach.
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Chuong sau

Sang hdm sau, nang thang Mudi tir cra s6 khdng treo rém
chiéu vao gian phong bui bdm, va tiéng xe c¢d qua lai tir dudi
dudng phd vong 1én ri ram. London dang vuon minh thirc
giac; nha may ruc rich ti€p tuc san xuat, may mac lai bat dau
chuyén dong. Sau khi doc xong chirng d6 sach vé&, ngudi ta c6
y muén nhin ra ngoai cra s6 xem London dang lam gi vao
bubi sang ngay 26 thang 10 nam 1928 nay. Va London dang
lam gi? Ducrng nhu chang ai budn doc Antony va Cleopatra.
Ca London van than nhién vdi kich cGa Shakespeare. Chang ai
budn quan tdm - va téi khong trach ho duoc - twong lai cla
van hoc, cai chét cla thi ca, su phat trién cta vin xudi trong
gidi cam but phai nit vai phong cach biéu hién hoan toan tu
do. Néu cé ké Iay phan trang viét nhung quan diém nay xuong
hé dudng phd thi ciing chang cé ai ngrng lai cui dau doc
ching. Nhirng doi chan voi vd va tho o sé xo6a sach nhirng
dong chir d6 trong nira tiéng dong ho. Pay ciu bé lang thang,
kia ngudi dan ba dat ché di dao. Du’dng pho London mé hoac
ngudi ta & chd khdong bao gid c¢6 hai ké gidng nhau; moi
ngudi vé nhu dat hét tdm tri vao céng viéc riéng tu cia minh.
Ngudi di lam khodc cai tti nho canh bén; ké vé céng roi nghé
di luan quan, tay cam gay gé lach cach & khu vuc c6 rao can;
nguoi nha nhan xem duong pho nhu phong hop cau lac bo,
luc gio tay vay chao ngudi ngoi trén xe, luc mao mleng noi
nhitng diéu khéng ai hoi, khéng ai can biét. Roi lai c6 nhirng
dam tang di ngang qua, nguoi ding trén duong gio mi chao
bdi ho d6t nhién nhé ra than xac minh ciing sé dén luc tiéu
tan. ROi ngudi dan 6ng an mac cuc ki lich su cham rai budc ra
cra va chot khung lai dé tranh ngum dan ba dang ram ram
phdéng tdi, bang cach nao dé, cai 4o choang Iong tha van
khoac trén ngudi va bo hoa tim trén tay ba. Ai nay déu nhu
chim dam trong thé& gidi riéng cia minh, khdng mang gi dén
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s viéc xay ra chung quanh, ma chi biét chd tdm vao chuyén
riéng.

Vao thoi diém nay, nhu van thudng xay ra & London, cé
giay phut moi thu bong nhién Iang Xxuong va xe c6 nhuv ngung
lai. Puong pho chot vang vé; khong ai qua lai. Mot chiéc 14 tir
cay tiéu hgyen noi cudi duong lia canh roi xuéng giita khodnh
khac yén ang, ngung dong. Bang cach nao do, n6 nhu tin hiéu
khong biét tir dau roi xudng, mot tin hiéu cho thay sirc manh
trong su vt ma ngudi ta bo qua. Hinh nhw né chi dan vé phia
dong sdng, dong séng chdy vd hinh quanh khiuc ngodt, vé
phia cudi dudng, va ngudi ta bi n6 cudn troéi nhu dong sdng &
Oxbridge, noi anh sinh vién chéo thuyén cung dam |4 vang
bép bénh trdi trén dong nudc. N6 dua c6 gai di ung da tir bén
nay dudng bang chéo qua bén kia, roi dén luot chang thanh
nién mac ao choang mau hat dé; nd cung lam thé véi chiéc tac

xi; no dua ca ba vat the dé cung dén diém hen ngay dudi clra
s6 phong toi; chiéc tac xi dd lai; 6 gai cung chang thanh nién
chui vao va chi€c xe ludt di nhu thé bi dong nudc cuén
phang.

Canh tuong that binh thudng; diéu la lung & day la cai tuan
tw nhip nhang ma tri tuédng tuong cla téi dau tw vao no; su
kién mot canh tuong binh thuong nhu hai con nguoi chui vao
xe tac xi lai c6 khd ndng truyén dat cai gi nhu la su man
nguyen rleng tw cua ho. Canh tuong hai nguoi budc xuéng
pho va gap nhau noi goc dudng co vé khién than kinh nguoi
ta tr& nén thu gian, bot cang thang, toi ngh| thé trong luc
nhin theo chiéc xe ch® ho ré vao khiuc quanh roi bién mat. Cé
&, tach bach, dau 6c t6i lao dao v&i nhirng y tudng nay hai
hdm nay, gi¢i phai nay ra khai gi¢i phai kia Ia mét no luc Ion.
N6 can thiép vao su théng nhit trong y tudng. Gio day, no luc
dé ngirng lai va su théng nhat khoi phuc nho tha‘{y canh hai
nguon mot dan 6ng mot dan ba, gap g& nhau va chui vao xe
tac xi. Pau 6c con nguoi phal la mot co quan vé cung bi an,
toi nghl trong luc rut dau vao, chung ta hoan toan phu thudc
vao n6 mac du chung ta chang biét gi vé nd. Tai sao tdi cam
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thay c6 su chia cat va ddi nghich bén trong tam tri, nhu su
cang thang tuw nhung nguyen c& hién nhién cta than xac? “Su
thong nhat trong y terng nghia la gi? B&i hién nhién, tri 6c c6
nang luyc tap trung & bat clr thoi dlem hao va nang luc nay phi
thudng dén nodi dudng nhu no chang bao gio ton tai & trang
thai don doc. Thi du, tir clra s6 trén cao nhin xuéng, né cb thé
tu tach khoi dam dong dudi mat duong va nghi minh khong
phéi 1a bd phan clia ddm déng. Hodc né c6 thé nghi né dang
cung dam dong cho doi nghe ngong mot thong tin nao do.
Qua cha me sinh thanh ra né, no c6 thé quay nguoc vé qua
khtt, nhu tdi di ndi trong luc viét, ngudi dan ba suy nghi qua
me cla minh. Mot lan nita, néu Ia dan ba, ngudi ta thudng
kinh ngac b&i hién twong y thic dot ngdt tach doi, thi du
trong lGc tha bé xudng phé Whitehall, ba cdm thidy minh la ké
thira k& tw nhién cda nén vin minh d6, nhung cung lic ba
thdy minh 13 ké ding ngoai, xa la va khé cé thé hoa dong. Ré
rang, tri 6¢ luén ludn tim cach bién doi diém tap trung va moi
1an thay doi 1a mot vién canh khac cua thé gigi hién ra. Nhung
gitta nhirng trang thai y thirc khac nhau, duong nhu cé trang
thai gay kho chiu hon, ngay ca néu ching ché ngu tri 6c ta
cung ltc. P& tiép tuc duy tri nhirng trang thai y thirc d6, nguoi
ta phai cat gilr cai gi d6 mot cach vé thir, dan da sy trc ché
bién thanh no luc. Nhung cling ¢6 nhitng trang thai y thuc
nguoi ta khong can van dung nod lyc dé ti€p tuc duy tri boi
khéng c6 diéu gi phai giir lai. Va cé 18, day 1a mot trong nhu’ng
trang thai y thirc do, téi nghi thé trong luc tir clra s6 di vao
trong nha. BOi chac chan, trong luc nhin do6i tinh nhan chui
Vao xe tac xi, tri 6c tdi cam thay nhu thé, sau khi bi chia cit,
mét lan nita né nhap lai trong trang thdi hop nhat tu nhién.
N6 Ia sy kién hién nhién bdi su cdng sinh cua hai gidi phai la
diéu hoan toan tu nhién. Ban nang tham sau, nhung cung phi
li cia con ngu’orl la c6 thién cam vdéi gla thuyét cho rang su
hop nhat cla dan 6ng va dan ba 1a cai gi thda man nhat, dem
dén hanh phuc toan ven nhat. Nhung canh tuwong doéi tinh
nhan chui vao xe tac xi va su man nguyen n6 dem lai cho to6i
bubc toi phai dat lai cau hoi, phai chang c6 hai gidi tinh trong
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tri twdng tuong ng véi hai gidi tinh cha phan thé xac, va
phadi ching ching ciing can dugc hop nhat dé dem dén su
man nguyén va hanh phuc toan ven? Va, mot cach tai tl, toi
tién hanh phac thao do an cho tam hon, dé 1a, trong moi
chiing ta cé hai nang luc chi huy song hanh, m6t nam, mot
nir; va trong tri 6c ngudi dan 6ng, dan éng chiém wu thé hon
dan ba, trong tri 6c ngudi dan ba, dan ba chiém wu thé hon
dan dng. Khi ca hai chung séng véi su hda dong, trong tinh
than hop tac, thi trang thai cta hién hitu 1a trang thai binh
thuwdng va thodi mai. Néu 1a dan éng thi phan dan ba trong tri
6c ong ta phai c¢6 hiéu ing; va nguoc lai, nguoi dan ba ciing
phai giao hoa v&i phan dan 6ng trong tri 6c minh. Cé I8,
Coleridgel87] mudn néi nhu thé khi 6ng néi khéi 6c vi dai la
khoi 6c ludng tinh. B4 1a IGc su hop nhat xay ra va tri 6c trd
nén phong phu, tin dung tat ca kha ndng clta né. T6i nghi cé
1& tri 6c thuan nam sé khong du kha ndng sdng tao va tri 6c
thuan nir cling thé. Nhung nam - nir tinh hodc nguoc lai nir -
nam tinh nghia 1a gi? Hidy dem ching ra kiém nghiém bang
cach ngung lai va tim doc vai ba cuén sach.

Khi phét bi€u khéi 6c vi dai 12 khéi 6c ludng tinh, Coleridge
chac chan khéng ngu y d6 1a khdi 6c c6 thién cam véi phai ni;
hodc khdi 6¢ bénh vuc cho nit quyén; hodc khdi 6¢ chuyén chd
vao viéc li gidi, xét doan phu nir. C6 I&, khéi 6c ludng tinh
khéng du diéu kién thuc hién nhitng cdng viéc phi pham nay
so v&i khéi 6¢ don tinh. C6 thé, dng mudn néi khéi 6¢ ludng
tinh thi vang déi va dé thdm thdu; n6 dé truyén dat cdm xuc
ma khong gap trd ngai nao; né san tinh sang tao tu nhién; né
sang té va khong ven toan. That vay, ngudi ta cé thé quay lai
Shakespeare dé biét thé nao la khéi 6c ludng tinh, khdi 6c
nam - nit tinh, du khéng ai biét 6ng nghi gi vé dan ba. Néu
qua thuc 12 moét trong nhirng diu hiéu cho biét khéi 6¢ ndy né&
toan ven la trong qua trinh suy tudng n6 khong dac biét nga
vé gigi phai nao thi bay gi® van la luc kho khan hon bao gio
hét cho ngudi ta dat dén tinh trang nay. Cho nay, toi mé
nhirng trang sach viét bdi cac tac gia duong thoi, cho kia, toi
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ngung lai va phdn van ty hdi phai chang su kién nay chinh la
can nguyen khién toi dién dau bay lau nay. Khong thoi dai nao
van dé y thirc glm pha| lai 6n ao nhu thoi cha ching ta; hang
ha sa s6 sach va nam trén ké trong Vién Bao tang Anh quoc
clia dan 6ng viét vé dan ba Ia bang chirng. Va cudc van dong

Suffrage@ la thi pham ch& khong ai khac. N6 khich dong
dan 6ng va gieo vao ho khat vong khac thuong cho su tu
khang dinh; né khién ho dat nang trong tam lén phai nam va
nhumg tinh cach dac trung cua gigi phai nay, nhirng diéu ho
co lé chang budn quan tam néu ho khong gap sw chdong doi.
Khi cé ké chéng dai, cho du chi la vai c6, vai ba d6i mii den,
ho tra diia ngay tirc khic, va néu trudc day chua bao gio bi
chéng doi, ho sé trd diia mot cach tham té. C6 18, diéu do li
gidi duoc vai tinh cach dac trung ma tdi nhé minh tim thay &
day, toi nghi nhu thé trong lic cAm xuéng cudn tiéu thuyét
m&i xuit ban cla 6ng A, mdt nha vian dang & thdi ki sung
man va hién nhién dugc cac nha diém sach dic biét kinh
trong. M& cudn sach, todi thay vui vui khi doc lai mot tac gia
nam giGi. Sau khi doc moét loat sach cua cac ba, toi thay chix
nghia cac 6ng dé hiéu, khéng vong vo. N6 ham ngu phong
cach tu do trong suy nghi, tv do clia con ngudi va su tu tin
vao chinh minh. Ngudi ta c6 cam giac day la trang thdi an lac
cla co thé véi su hién hiru cta khéi 6c tv do tir lau van duoc
boi dudng tot, gido duc tdt, mot khdi 6c chua bao gid vap
phai su chong doi hay tré hgai nao, n6 hoan toan tu do tu luc
sinh ra dé vuon dai trong bat ki cach thirc nao n6 muén. Tat
ca nhirng diéu nay déu dang kham phuc. Nhung sau khi doc
mot hai chudng, hinh nhu c6 cai bong den nam ngang trang
sach. NO la cai vach thang mau den tham, cai bong c6 hinh
dang nhu chir “I”. Nguoi ta bat dau xoay dau nay dau kia dé
c6 nhin vao phong canh an ddng sau no. Do la than cay hay
nguoi dan ba dang di, t6i khong ré 1am. Xoay tr¢ cach nao
ngudi ta cling bi réo goi vé chit “I”. Ngudi ta bat dau chan chix
“I. Khong phai chu “I” trang trong, luong thién va hop Ii;
khong phai chit “I” citng nhu vé hat dé va duoc lau chui béng
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lodng hang thé ky nho glao duc va boi bo tot. Toi that long
kinh phuc, kham phuc chir “I” d6 Iam. Nhung - dén day, toi lat
mot hai trang nira, tim kiem cai gi d6 - diéu té nhat la bén
dudi cai bong cta chir “I”, tat ca déu nhu suwong mu, khong
hinh thé. Day 1a than cdy u? Khoéng, day la ngudi dan ba.
Nhung... ¢6 khong cé khic xuong nao trong co thé, tdi nghi
trong lGc quan sat Phoebe, bdi d6 la tén cd, di trén bo bién.

Thé roi, Alan dirng day va cai bong cua Alan x6a ma hinh anh
Phoebe ngay tirc khic. Bdi Alan c6 nhirng quan diém nay no
va Phoebe bi dim dudi con i nhitng quan diém dé. Va roi toi
nghi Alan c6 nhitng tinh cdm ndng nan; cho nay, t6i Iat that
nhanh hét trang nay sang trang khac, t6i c6 cdm tudng su
khing hoang dang dén dan, va né that su xay ra. N6 xay ra
trén bo bién, dudi anh mat troi. Ngoi but khong che day, glau
glem dleu gi. Ngoi bat viét vé nd that bao liét. Chang c6 gi c6
thé s6 sang, khiém nha hon. Nhung... toi dung chr “nhung”

hoi nhiéu. Nguoi ta chang thé nao c noéi “nhung” mai. Bang
cach nao do, ngudi ta phal viét xong cau van chu, toi tu khién
trach minh nhu thé. Tdi c6 nén viét cho xong khéng? “Nhung
- t6i thay chan!” Nhung tai sao téi lai chan? Mot phan bdi su
bao trum cla chit “I” va su kho khan, vo vi nhu cay dé khong
16 phu trum moi th khac trong béng den cia né. Khdng thi
gi c6 thé moc lén & dé. Va phan khac bdi nhirng 1i do khong
hién nhién. Hinh nhu trong dau 6ng A ¢6 cai gi can tré, khong
cho bau ning lvong sang tao bung I&n, né bi chdn bén trong
nhirng gidi han hep hoi. Va nh& lai bira tiéc trua tai Oxbridge,
tan thudc 14 va cha meo cut_dudi, Tennyson va Christina
Rossetti, tat ca tu lai, rat c6 thé diéu ngan trd nam o noi do.

B&i anh khong con th| tham vm co cau “Ldn xuéng giot nudc
mat tuyét mi, Ttr c6ng hoa ndéng nan”, nén khi Phoebe budc
xudng bo bién, c6 khong dap lai anh voi céu néi “Long t6i nhu
con chim dang hot, T6 né trén mdng nudc” khi Alan dén gan,

anh phai 1am gi? vén chan that nhu ban ngay va hop quy luat
nhu mat trdi, anh chi c6 thé lam duoc mot chuyén. D6 1a
chuyén anh lam, anh Iam cho céng |i cGa chinh anh, va ctr thé
(to6i vra noi vura lat trang sach) anh lap di lap lai. T6i noi thém,
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nhan thirc vé ban chat déng so cda su tha tdi xem ra c6 phan
té nhat. Cai khiém nha cua Shakespeare bat 1én ca nghin thu
khac trong tri tuong va né chang té nhat ti nao. Nhu’ng
Shakespeare lam thé chi dé mua vui; trong khi 6ng A lam c6
muc dich. Muc dich cda 6ng la phan d0| Ong dang chdng doi
su binh didng nam nir bang cach khang dinh su vuot troi cla
chinh minh. B&i thé, ong bi ngan tr&, bi chan dung va y thirc
vé ban than cua ong chac y nhu Shakespeare néu Shakespeare
ciing biét cac c6 Clough va Davies. Van hoc thoi Elizabeth
chac khac la 1am néu phong trao nir quyén khdi di tir thé ky
XVI thay vi XIX.

Va néu gia thuyét khéi 6c hai mat nay ding thi diéu do cé
nghia 1a cdi nam tinh manh mé kia gio day bién thanh y thirc
vé ban than mat roi - tirc 13, dan 6ng ngay nay viét van chi voi
phan nam trong bd 6c ho ma thoi. That sai Iam néu dan ba
doc sach cua phai nam, bai tat nhién chi S€ chang bao gio tim
thay diéu chi muén tim. Cai ngudi ta ti€c nudi nhat 1a kha
ndng goi mo, tdi nght thé trong ldc cam [én cudn sach cla
nha phé binh B, doc no voi sy than trong va kinh can t6i da,
do la nhu’ng Im binh pham cla 6ng vé nghé thuat thi ca. Rat
cao cap, rat sac bén va day tri tué; nhung van de la nhung
cam xuc cua 6ng khong con kha nang truyNen dat nira; tri oc
ong hinh nhu bi chia thanh nhiéu phan, moéi phan trong mot
gian phong; va khéng cé su truyén thanh tir phong nay sang
phong kia. Do d6, khi ngudi ta cam lén cdu van cla 6ng B dé
dua vao tri ndo minh, né roi danh bich xuong mat dat - chet
cung, nhung khi ngudi ta cam lén cdu van cua CoIerldge dé
cai vao tri ndo minh, né bung nd va san sinh khéng biét bao
nhiéu y tudng khac, dé la thir van chuong duy nhat ngudi ta
c6 thé bdo né s& hitu bi an cla su séng vinh ctru.

Nhung dau Ii do la gi ching nira, né la sy kién dang buon.
B&i dieu do c6 nghia la - dén day toi dén bén day sach cda hai
ong Galsworthy!89] va Kipling@ - ¢6 nhitng tac pham hay
nhat viét bdi nhitng nha van Ién nhat cia chiing ta lai roi vao

109



khoang chan khong vo dinh. Vi dan ba, du c6 gang cach nao
chang nira, chi van khéng tim ra su6i ngudn cla sy sdng vinh
cru ma cac nha phé binh dam bao v&i chi n6 c6 hién hitu &
day Chang phai bm noé chi ngm ca nhirng mau muc dao dirc
cua phai nam, chang phal b&i né bat ngudi ta tuan tha gla tri
clia phai nam va miéu ta thé gi¢i phai nam; ma chinh cai cam
xUc nhirng cudn sach nay tim cach tham thau, véi nguoi dan
ba, la cai gi khong hiéu ndi. N6 dang dén, dang tu hoi, sap
sira bung né trong dau nguoi ta, va nd voi vang noi ra qua
som trudc khi dén doan két. Hinh anh dé roi xuéng dau 6ng
gia Jolyon; gia sé chét vi soc; ldo thu ki gia phat biéu doi ba
ciu tang diéu chia budn trén xac éng; tat ca thién nga séng
trén song Thames dong thanh cat tiéng hat vang. Nhung
trwdc khi chuyén dé xay ra, ngudi ta d voi vang chay nap sau
bui hoa phtc bon t&r mat roi, bdi cadi cdm xuc that sau, that
tinh t&, that biéu trung doéi vdi dan 6ng chi khién dan ba bin
khoan nghi ngoi. D6 la nhitng si quan cua Kipling, Lung ho
dua ra; nhirng tay tho Cay gieo Hat Gidng; nhirng nguoi Dan
Ong am tham Lam Lung; va la Co - ngum ta chac dén do mat
xau hé vai tat ca nhirng chir viét hoa nay théi, nhu thé bj bat
gdp qua tang nhin trom dam dan 6ng che chén say sua, dam 6
doi bai. Su that Ia ca Galsworthy lan Kipling déu khéng co ti
nao chat dan ba trong tri 6c. Do do, tat ca nhirng dac tinh cda
ho ddi voi dan ba, néu nguoi ta c6 thé téng quat hoa, déu c6
vé thé so va non yéu. N6 thi€u han kha luc goi mo. Va khi
cubn sach thi€u kha luc goi mé thi cho du né danh vao bé
mat tri 6c manh bao dén dau chang nira, ciing sé chang bao
gi® c6 kha nang tham nhap vao bé siu.

Va trong tam trang dung ngO| khong yén, Iay sach ra roi lai
cat vao ma chang buén ghé mat doc, t6i bat dau hinh dung ra
thoi dai trong dé phai nam ddc chiém va thao tung toan dién,
nhu van chu’dng cac vi giao su (thi du Sir Walter Raleigh) bao
truwdc, va no qua da trd thanh hién thuc dudi sy lanh dao cua
cac nha cai tri Y. Nguoi ta khong thé khdng rung dong boi
bau khi cudn trong dé dan 6ng giir thé chd dong toan dién &
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Roma; va bat ki ich loi nao do tinh trang nay dem dén cho nha
nudc, ngudi ta van cé thé dit ra nghi van vé tac dong cla né
dén nghé thuat thi ca. Dau la gl chang nira, theo tin tic dang
trén bdo chi, cé su quan ngai vé tuong lai van hoc Y. Cac nha
han |1am di hop nhau lai v&i chd dé “tim ra dudng 16i phat
trién tiéu thuyét Y”. “Cac nhan si tiéng tidm, hodc sinh trudng
tr cac gia dinh quyén thé, hodc trong gidi tai chinh, cong ki
nghé, hoac trong cac tap doan Phatxit”, hom kia da quy tu lai
trong budi hop va thdo ludn van dé hay; sau budi hop, ho gui
cong van hda toc lén nha lanh dao dat nudc bay té hi vong “ki
nguyen Phatxit chang bao lau nita sé san sinh nhung thi si
sang gia, xirng tam thoi dai”. Tat cad ching ta c6 thé cung
nhau chia sé niém hi vong thanh kinh dé, nhung tho ca tir cai
16 ap trirng chui ra v, diéu d6 dang ng® 1am. Tho phai c6 me,
c6 cha. Nguoi ta so tho Phatxit sé la cai quai thai kinh khiép
nhuw ngum ta thdy né nam trong binh thay tinh trong vién bao
tang o tinh lé. Ngum ta bao nhirng con quai vat nhu thé
chang bao gIO’ song lau; chang ai thay bao gIO’ than dong loai
doé cat co ngoai dong rudng. Mot than xac ma co dén hai cai
dau, né sé chang di dén dau trong cudc séng nay.

_Tuy thé, néu nguoi ta néng long mudn doé 16i cho ai day thi
16i 1am gy nén tat ca nhirng canh hudng nay khong thudc vé
riéng gidi phai nao. Tat ca nhitng ké xu phu va ké muén cai
cach déu chiju trach nhiém nhu nhau: l6i & Lady Bessborough
khi ba noi d~6i Lord Granville; & c6 Davies khi c6 néi that voi
6ng Greg. Loi & tat cd nhirng ai dua dén tinh trang tu y thirc
vé gidi phai, va ho chinh I1a Ii do khién tdi phai vin dung moi
tinh luc doc sach, va tim hiéu trong thoi dai vui sudng do,
thoi dai trwdc khi cac c6 Davies va Clough ra doi, khi nao thi
nha van s dung quan binh ca hai mat nam - nir trong tri 6c
minh. Nguo®i ta danh quay vé véi Shakespeare thoi boi
Shakespeare la ké ludng tinh va Keats, Sterne, Cowper, Lamb
va Coleridge ciing thé. Shelley c6 |& phi gi¢i tinh. Milton va
Ben Jonson hoi nhiéu chat nam tinh. Wordsworth va Tolstoi
cling vay. O thoi chung ta, Proust la ngudi hoan toan luwdng
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tinh néu khéng muén noéi hoi nhiéu chat nir tinh. Nhung
khuyét diém dé qua 1a hiém hoi dé nguoi ta phai 1én tiéng
phan nan, bdi néu khéng c6 su pha trén giita nhiéu tinh cach
khac nhau, tri tué vé nhu co phan 1an luwét va cac niang luc tinh
than khac trd nén clrng nhac, thui chot dan. Tuy nhién, toi ty
an Ui minh v&i y nghi day cé 1é chi 1a giai doan chuyén tiép; toi
c6 gilr 161 hira cha minh, d6 |a tdi sé chia sé v&i cac ban nhitng
y nghi cla téi trong lic nay, tuy nhién da phan nhiing gi toi
noéi lai cé vé nhu da ci, khong hop thoi; anh lra trong mat toi
duong nhu ch| la cai gi mU mo tam t6i d6i v&i cac ban tré
chua dén tudi trudng thanh.

Ngay ca thé, cdu vin dau tién tdi viét ra day, tdi néi trong
lic buéc sang ban viét va cam lén trang giay o tiéu dé Phu nix
va Van hoc, 1a bat cu ai cam bat ma con nghi dén gidi tinh cua
minh thi ké doé sé vap phai sai 1am vo cung tai hai. Tai hai neu
chi don thuan va gian di 1a dan 6ng hodc dan ba; nguvi ta bat
budc phai cé nir - nam tinh hodc nam - n@ tinh trong cach
nght. Tai hai néu ngudi dan ba chi tho 16 n0| khd cia minh
bang nhirng loi trach cir nhe nhang tai hai néu ba bién hé cho
bat ki chinh nghla hao ngay ca khi diéu do phu hop v&i cong
li: tai hai néu y thirc khién ba néi chuyén, bat ké bang cung
cach nao, nhu mot ngudi dan ba. Va tai hai néu khdng c6 hinh
tuong trong ngdn tu; b bat cr thir gi viét ra v&i su thién
léch c6 chd y déu sé chét ngum N6 hgung thu hinh. Xuat
ching va c6 hiéu qua, manh mé va tai tinh, n6 c6 thé hién hiru
mot hai hom nhung r0| lap tc héo tan khi man dém budng
xuéng; nod khong thé I&n 1én bén trong tri ndo cla ngum
khac. Phai cé su hop tac nao do trong tri tu’cmg glu’a dan 6ng
va dan ba trudc khi su sang tao nghé thuat co thé hoan thanh.
Phai hoan tat cudc hoén ph0| gitra hai tac the doi nghlch Toan
bo tri ndo phai rong mé& néu chldng ta muén cé cam giac nha
van dang truyén dat tron ven tuw tuwdng va trdi nghiém cua
minh. Phai c6 tu do, phai c6 thanh binh. Banh xe khéng duoc
cot ket, khong ca ngon den le 16i. Man clra phal buong xuong
Nha van, sau khi hoan tat tic pham, phai nam nga ra dé dau
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6¢c minh dn ming cudc hén phdi trong bong téi. Han khéng
duoc ngam nhin hay hoi han cdi dang thanh hinh. Thay vao
d6, han chi nén di ngat mét canh hoa héng hodc nhin ngam
dan thién nga tr6i binh than dudi dong séng. Va trudc mat toi
lai hién ra hinh anh cau sinh vién chéo thuyén cung dam la
vang; va chiéc tac xi cho cap tinh nhan, t6i nghi thé trong luc
nhin ho gdp nhau trén phd va con nuédc cudn ho tréi di, tié€ng
xe ¢6 dudi long dudng phd London tir xa rén ri vong lai,
quyén lan vao dong chay dir doi dé.

Thé roi, dén day, Mary Beton ngu’ng noi. Chi bao cac ban
bang cach nao chi di dén két luan - cai két luan tam thuong -
la néu ban mudn viét vdn hodc l1am tho ban can cé ndm tram
bang moi nam va cdn phong riéng canh ctra c6 khoa. Chi co
phoi bay moi suy tudng va an tuong dan chi di dén y nghi
nay. Chi kéu goi cac ban di theo buéc chan cua chi, bay vao
vong tay 6ng giam thi truong, an trua noi nay, an t6i cho kia,
vé tranh & Vién Bao tang Anh qudc, lay sach trén ké xuong
doc, nhin ra ngoal clra soO. Trong luc chi lam nhirng viéc nay,
hién nhién cac ban quan sat va nhin ra nhirng that bai cling
nhuoc diém cla chi, cac ban phan xeét tac dong nao anh
hudng dén quan diém cla chi. Han cac ban phai cé nhu’ng y
nghi twong phan vOi chi va cac ban tuy tién thém bot cho nay,
ch6 kia nhitng gl tot cho cac ban. Do la diéu nén lam boi tir
cau hoi nhu thé, ching ta chi c6 thé tim ra chan i bang cach
gom lai nhiéu sai lam khac nhau. Va bay gio, toi sé ket thuc
bang cach dua ra hai loi tién doan, do la nhung gi hién nhién
dén nodi néu cac ban dua ra thi ciing khdng may kho khan.

Cac ban c6 thé néi van chua thay quan diém nao duoc dua
ra dé so sanh thuc chat gitra hai gi¢i phai cam bat, nam va
nit. D6 1a diéu c6 y, bdi ngay ca di dén luc phai thuc hién viéc
danh gia dé - nhung vao luc nay, chuyén ngudi dan ba c6 bao
nhiéu tién, c6 phong r|eng hay khong quan trong hon nhiéu
so vOi chuyén dua ra gia thuyet nay no vé kha ning cla ho -
toi cling khong tin ngudi ta c6 thé can dong tai niang thién
pha, du no la tri tué hay tinh cach, nhu can tdi duong hay
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miéng bo, ngay cad Cambridge, noi nguoi ta rat thanh thao
trong viéc dua ngudi vao I&p hoc, déi mii két 1én dau va ghim
bang tén lén nguc, ciing khong thé lam noi. Tdi ciing khong
tin Bang thir bAc ma cac ban tim thay trong sach nién lich cua
Whilaker |3 biéu trung cho trat tu cudi ciing cua bac thang gia
tri. Tat ca nhitng xung ddt gitra gi6i phai nay véi gigi phai kia,
gitta nhirng gia tri ctia hai bén; tat ca nhung hanh vi tu nhan
minh la vuot tréi con ké kia thua kém, tat ca chang qua chi la
cai gi thudc vé giai doan “Trudng tu” trong tién trinh hién hiru
clla con ngudi, giai doan nhitng “phe phai” van ton tai va
“phe” nay can phai dep tan “phe” kia, v&i ho diéu tdi quan
trong |a budc 1én san khau, gio tay nhan cdi cip cham tré hoa
mi do chinh tay 6ng hiéu trudng trao tang. Khi con nguoi
trwdng thanh hon, ho hét tin twdng vao phe phai, vao 6ng
hiéu trudng hodc cdi ciip cham tré hoa mi. Du sao, khi néi dén
sach vé, dan cai nhan hiéu thuc chat Ién cudn sach dé cai
nhan khéng roi ra la viéc lam that khé khan. Phdi ching nén
phé binh van hoc duong dai la minh hc_)a vO tan cho su khé
khdn nay? ' ‘Cudn sach nay tuyét hay”, “cudn sach nay that vo
bd”, cling cudn sach cé hai tén goi khac nhau. Ca ngoi hodc
ché bai déu chang cé y nghia gi. Khong phé binh la tro tiéu
khién vui thich ddy, nhung né 1a cai nghé vé dung nhat, va
nha phé binh la ké c6 san thai do va tu tudng nb dich, t6i doi
nhat Diéu quan trong la khi cam bat ban viét diéu ban muén
viét, ngoai ra chang c6 gi khac; né sé hé trong tw thoi dai nay
sang thoi dai khac hay chi trong vai gIO’7 Chang ai néi duoc.
Nhung hi sinh mot sgi tdc, mé6t mang mau trong cai nhin cla
ban chi dé té long ngudng md 6ng hiéu trwdng nao dé véi cdi
cup bac trén tay hoac 6ng giao su voi cai thudc do la hanh vi
phan boi hén ha va dang khinh nhat. Nguoi ta bao tai hoa I6n
nhat c6 thé xay ra v&i con ngudi 1a su hi sinh tién cta va long
trinh bach, nhung néu dem so v&i su hi sinh trén cla ban thi
né chi 1a n6t mudi dot. Tiép theo, toi nghi cac ban cé thé phan
déi tdi da chu trong qua nhiéu dén vat chat qua nhirng bién
ludn cGia minh. Ngay ca néu tdi danh ra sai sot dang ké cho
nhitng bi€u tuong, ndm trdm bang mdi ndm tuwong trung cho

114



nang luc suy nghlem cai khoa ctra tugng trung cho nang luc
tw van dung tri 6c, thi cic ban van cé thé bao toi rang tri 6c
con ngudi nén & trén nhirng diéu vun vit, tam thudng dé; va
cac thi si vi dai nhat thudng l1a nhirng nguoi nghéo khé. Cac
ban hay cho t6i trich dan 1oi cha chinh gido su van chuong
cla ching ta, ngudi hi€u biét hon téi nhiéu vé cai gi lam nén
nha tho. Sir Arthur Quiller—Couch@ viét nhu sau:

“Nhirng thi si I&n trén duédi mot tram nam qua la nhirng ai?
Coleridge, Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley, Landor, Keats,
Tennyson, Browning, Arnold, Morris, Rossetti, Swinburne -
chiing ta c6 thé ngung & ddy. Tat ca nhitng thi si nay, ngoai
trr Keats, Browning va Rossetti, con lai déu la ngudi cla
trudng Oc; va trong sd ba ngudi khdéng cé gido duc dai hoc
nay, Keats chét tré, su nghiép dit doan khi dang & dinh cao
va la ngudi duy nhat khéng giau c6. N6i ra diéu nay nghe c6
vé tan ac, thim chi budn ba: gia thuyet cho rang thién tai thi
ca nd ro bit ki noi nao né muén va cé su binh dang gilra
Nguoi glau ké nghéo, qua tinh khéng ding virng may Sv that
1a, trong s6 mudi hai nguoi ké trén thi chin ngudi cé trinh do
dai hoc, nghia la bang cach nay hay cach khac, ho hudng ché
do giao duc tot nhat ma nudéc Anh co thé cung cap. Su that 13,
trong s& ba ngudi con lai, chac ban biét Brown|ng la ngum
glau cO, va toi thach ban dleu hay, gia s ong khong co tién
cla, chua chic 6ng da viét n6i nhirng tac pham nhu Saul hoac
Ch/ec nhan va quyén sdch, cung nhu Ruskin chdang thé nao
viét ndi Nhitng hoa si hién dai néu cha 6ng khéng buén ban
phat dat. Rossetti c6 riéng ngudn thu nhap nho; va, thém nira,
ong vé tranh. Chi con lai Keats, ngudi bi Atropos giét chét khi
con tré, ciing nhu John Clare chét trong ngdi nha dién, va
James Thomson chét vi thudc phién. Day la nhirng su kién
khiép dam, nhung chung ta hay d0| dién vai chung. Co thé, no
lam nhuc quoc thé, nhirng diéu chic chan 1a do sai 1am nao dé
trong khoi cong dong chung cua ching ta, mot thi si ngheo
séng glua thoi dai nay hay dén hai tram nam nira ciing chang
bao gi®o c6 co hdi ngoc dau 1én noi. Hay dong vy, tai sao ba qua
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coi trong chuyén dan ba viét sach, trong khi theo ba, no doi
hoi biét bao nod luc, suyt nira gay an mang glet ba di, nira budi
m&i c6 mat tai bira tiéc trua, va gay han tram trong vOi nhung
nhan vat kha kinh? Hay cho t6i thd nhan mot diéu, nguyén cé
mot phan bai t6i vi ki. Nhu hau hét nhitng ngudi dan ba Anh
khéng duoc giao duc khac, t6i mé doc sach - tdi doc ca déng
sach. Gan day, “thuc don” va thich cua téi la nhitng cubn tam
phao budn té; sach lich s néi qua nhiéu vé chién tranh; sach
tiéu st toan ca tung cac dang may rau; thi ca thi toi nghl boc
16 xu hudng can kiét, va tiéu thuyét - nhung toi di 16 chan
tudng 1a ké khong cé kha niang phé binh tiéu thuyét hién dai
va toi s& khdng néi gi thém vé né. Vi thé, t6i yéu cau cac ban
cr viéc viét du loai sach, khéng ngap nglng trudc bat cir dé
tai nao cho du no tam thuong hoac rong Ion dén dau chang
nira. Khong bang cach nay thi bang cach khac, toi hi vong cac
ban co tlen di du lich, khong pha| lam gi ca, chi n90| suy
ngam vé tuong lai hay qua khir cta thé gidi nay, mo tuong vé
sach v, va tho than noi goc duong, budng tha dong tu tudng
chim xu6ng that sau duéi dong nuéc. Bdi, tdi khong hé c6y
mudn ép budc cac ban phdi di vao con duong sidng tac van
chuomg TOi s€ vui thich Iam - va ¢6 hang nghin nguo¢i nhu toi
- néu cac ban V|et sach vé du lich hay truyén ki phiéu luu, ban
cung c6 thé viét sach chuyén de hodc khao ctu, lich st, tieu
sir, phé binh, triét hoc, khoa hoc. Chac chan, cac ban sé gop
phan vun x&i lam tot dep thém cho nghé thuat van chuong. Vi
sach v& ludn tac dong, ho tro 1an nhau. Tiéu thuyét sé tot dep
hon nhiéu néu dirng ké vai sat canh véi thi ca va triét hoc.
Hon nita, néu nhin lai bat ki tén tudi lay lrng nao trong qua
kh, Sappho[92] Lady Murasakil93] Emily Bronté, cac ban sé
thay mot diéu rang ho vira 1a ngu’on ké tuc vua la nguoi khoi
dau, ho duoc nhin nhan vi ho cé théi quen viét tu nhién; bdi
thé, tham chi chi 1a khic dao dau cho tho, nhirng thao tac nhu
thé cla cac ban qua la vé gia.

Nhung khi xem lai nhitng ghi chép nay va ty phé phan
nhirng suy nghiém cua chinh minh, t6i thay nguyén c& khong
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han chi 1a su vi ki cda toi. Tir nhirng 1&i binh pham va suy luan
nay nay sinh ra niém tin twdng - hay dé la ban ning? - 1a
ngudi ta van ua chudng sach hay va nha van t6t lanh, ngay ca
néu c6 phoi bay tat ca nhirng sy ddi bai, truy lac cia nhan loai
thi ho van la nhitng con ngudi tot dep. Do do, khi kéu goi cac
ban viét sach, tdi khuyén khich cac ban lam céi gi d6 t6t dep
cho chinh ban than va cho thé gigi ndi chung. Toi khdng biét
lam thé& nao bién minh cho ban niang hodc long tin nay, bdi
néu ngudi ta khéng duoc gido duc tir truong dai hoc, nhirng
thuét ngit triét hoc dé khién ngudi ta pham phai sai lam. T
“hién thuc” c6 y nghta gi? N6 la cai gi rdt khong dang tin cdy,
rat bap bénh - lac thay no trén con duong bui bam, ldc thay
né trén manh bao ngoal dudng phd, luc nd lai nam trén cay
thdy tién tam anh nang mat troi. NoO soi tdo nhém nguoi trong
gian phong va déng dau 1&i néi ngau nhién nao do. N6 khién
ngudi ta chodng ngop trong liuc di bd vé nha dudi nhitng vi
sao, n6 khién thé gigi cha su im ldng ton tai that hon ca thé
giGi cla tiéng nodi - va roi né lai hién ra la chiéc xe buyt gam
ra gira quang truong Pacadilly. Thi thoang, né trd ngu dudi
dang thé that xa voi khi€n ching ta khéng ré ban chat cta né
la gi. Nhung va cham vao cai gi, n6 bién cai do thanh c6 dinh,
vinh vién. N6 1a cai con lai khi ngudi ta ném phan bi vo bén
ngoai trong ngay qua b giau; né la cai gi con lai cta di vang,
cta tinh yéu va long oan ghét. Tai nghi nha vdn, hon ai hét, la
ké cé co hdi séng v&i hién thuc nay. Cong viéc cla han la di
tim, nhdt nhanh va truyén dat né dén tit ca ching ta. Do do,
chi it, t6i c6 thé cé nhitng suy ludn riéng sau khi doc Lear,
Emma hodc i tim thoi gian dd mat. Nhirng tdc pham nay dé
lai trong tam kham nguoi ta nhirng cam giac la lung; nguoi ta
nhin thay sw vat manh liét, dir ddi hon sau khi doc; canh ctra
thé giéi duong nhu md toang va cudc séng trong dé nhu
madnh liét thém |én. D6 la nhirng con nguoi nhiéu ti hiém song
trong thu han, xa cach hién thuc; va dé la nhirng con nguoi
dang thucng bi b6 xuéng dau nhu’ng diéu ho khong hay biét,
ma cung chang dé tam. Vi thé, khi t6i khuyén cac ban kiém
tién va cé can phong riéng, that ra 1a to6i khuyén cac ban nén
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song v&i hién thuc, mot doi séng tran day sinh luc, cho du cac
ban co6 thé chia sé n6 v&i nguoi khac hay khong.

Dén day toi két thuc bai noi chuyen nhung quy dinh nhu
mot cai & bat budc bai dién vidn nao cung pha| cham dut voi
phan két luan. Va phan két bai dién vin véi clr toa toan phu
nit, cac ban sé dong y, phai dac biét cé cai gi d6 ngu tinh than
tan duwong va khién né tré nén cao quy. Lé ra, tdi phai thanh
khan xin cac ban hdy nh& 1dy trach nhiém cda minh, cao hon
thé Ia hay nang tinh than lén; Ié ra, toi pha| nhac nhd cac ban
la cé rat nhiéu diéu dang phu thudc vao cac ban, va su anh
hudng nao cac ban c6 thé dem dén cho tuwong lai. Thé nhung,
tat ca nhirng 101 nai day tinh than khich 1é dé, téi nghi c6 thé
yén tam dé gi¢i phai kia dua ra, ho c6 tai hung bién hon t6i
nhiéu, va qua that ho da noi.

Trong khi luc loi tam tri, tim kiém dap an cho cau hdi cac
ban dua ra, t6i khong thay tinh cam cao quy nao vé cac y niém
nhu tréd nén binh dang, bién thanh ban dong hanh, hoac tac
dong lén thé gigi dé dat den nhung két cuc tot dep hon. Toi
thay minh phat biéu rat ngan gon va chang c6 gi van vo, hay
ho, rang ban hay la chinh minh, va diéu nay trong dai hon bat
ki cai gi khac. Birng bao gi®& nghi dén chuyén chiu anh huéng
ngudi khac, cé thé tdi néi hay hon thé néu toi biét cach cai
vao né am diéu phan khich. Hiy nghi dén chinh ban than su
vat ma thoi.

Va mot lan nira, toi lai xin nhac nhcr cac ban bang cach
nhung tay vao bao chi, tieu thuyet tleu sir dé thay rang khi
dan ba déi thoai vdi nhau, chi cé thé co6 nhirng ngén tu khoé
nghe. Dan ba v&i nhau thubng gay kho dé cho nhau. ban ba
khong va dan ba. ban ba - cac ban chua chan ngay tir ngir do
u? TOi qua quyet v@i cac ban la téi chan né lam. Vi thé, ching
ta hdy dong y la bai ndi chuyén doc bdi ngudi dan ba trudc
mot cl toa dan ba sé phai két thuc véi nhirng quan diém di
biét, bat dong.
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Nhung né dién tién nhu thé nao? Téi cé thé nghi vé diéu gi?
Su that la binh thudng toi thich dan ba. To6i thich cai bat quy
tic cla ho. T6i thich cai tinh t& cda ho. Téi thich cai nac danh
cua ho. T6i thich - nhung t6i khong duoc phep noi lan man
nhu thé nay. Cai td dang kia, - cac ban bao né chi dung khin

ban sach; nhung néu Sir Archibald Bodkm@ nup trong do thi
sao? Hay cho toi néi v&i giong diéu nghiém chinh hon. Cé
phai & nhitng phan truéc toi da gii day du dén cac ban nhirng
|61 canh bdo va bai xich kich liét cha thé& gian? To6i bao cac ban
ong Oscar Browning cé quan diém rat thap kém vé cac ban.
T6i ciing chi ra Napoleon thoi truéc nghi gi vé cac ban va hién
nay Mussolini nghi gi. Thé roi, voi nhitng ai trong cac ban cé
hoai bao di vao con du’dng van hoc, vi loi ich cua cac ban, toi
cling chép ra o khuyen cao cha nha phe binh khang dinh dan
ba thua kém dan 6ng. Toi trich 10i glao su X va chi ré cau noi
clia 6ng rang vé mat tri tug, dao duc va thé xac thi dan ba déu
thua kém dan éng. Toi khdng can tra van, tim kiém nhirng cau
noi do, ching tu nhién tim dén roi vao tay toi, va day la oi
canh bdo cudi clng cla éng John Langdon Davies!2?!. Ong
John Langdon Davies tuyén bd la “mot khi tré con khdng con
duoc yéu thich don nhan nira thi khéng can thiét phai c6 dan
ba”. Toi hi vong cac ban ghi xuéng va nhé Idy diéu nay.

Lam cach nao t6i c6 thé khuyén khich cac ban dan than vao
doi séng hon nira? H&i nhirng thiéu nit, xin Iang nghe toi noi,
boi doan két méi 1a su khéi dau, theo quan diém cla toi, cac
ban la nhirng ké ngu dét, ngu dét moét cach nhuc nha. Cac ban
chua bao gio kham pha ra cai gi trong dai. Cac ban chua bao
gio lam lay chuyen mot dé quoc hodc cam quan trén mat tran.
Cac ban khéng viét nhitng v& kich ciia Shakespeare, va chua
bao gi® cac ban dem anh sang vdn minh dén v&i nhirtng dan
tdc moi ro. Cac ban bao chira nhu thé nao cho diéu nay? Cac
ban bao ching tdi ban rdon v&i biét bao cong viéc khac, cac
ban noi nhu thé trong lic gio ngdén trd chi ra dudng pho,
quang truong rirng trang cua qua dia cau nhung nhuc nhirng
cu dan da trang, da den, da nau, tat ca dang hip tap chen Ian
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nhau qua lai, tat bat ki€m k& muwu sinh va hdi ha lam tinh. Néu
khong co chung t6i chu toan nhirng cong viéc dé thi sé khong
cé nguodi vuot dai dwong di chinh phuc thé gi&i va nhirng
mién dat mau m& do6 van 1a hoang ddo. Theo con sd thong ké,
ching t6i sinh ra, nudi nang, tam rira va day do, cé 1& cho dén
ndm |én sau l&€n bay, mot ti sdu tram hai muoi ba triéu con
ngudi va diéu dé du duoc giup d&, van mat nhiéu thoi gian.

Diéu cac ban noéi ¢6 phan dung dan - t6i khong hoan toan
phu nhan. Nhu’ng cung luc toi man phép nhac nhd cac ban la
& Anh qudc ¢6 it nhat hai trudng dai hoc danh riéng cho phu
nit mo tr nam 1866; tr nam 1880 trd di, nguoi dan ba cé
chong duoc ludt phap cho phép lam chd tai san riéng; va ndm
1919 - cach day dang chin nam - dan ba duoc quyén bau ct.
TOi cling xin nhac nhé cac ban |1a hau hét nhitng nghé nghiép
mo ra con duong ma&i cho cac ban da Xay ra cach day muoi
nam. Khi cac ban suy ngam vé nhirng dic an to tat nay va
khodng th&i gian cac ban cé no6 trong tay, thém thuc té 1a giira
gio phat nay, co chi it trén hai nghin nguoi dan ba kiém duoc
trén nam tram bang moi nam, bang cach nay hay cach khac.
Vi nhitng su kién do, cac ban sé phai dong y 1a nhirng |i do
nhu khéng cé co hoi, khéng duwoc dao tao, khong duoc
khuyén khich, thi€u thén tién bac, khdng c6 théi gian déu la
nhitng li do khdng dirng virng. Thém nira, cdc nha kinh té hoc
cling cho ching ta thdng tin 1a ba Seton ¢6 qua nhiéu con. Di
nhién, cac ban sé phai sinh con, nhung nhu ho néi, cac ban
chi nén c6 chirng hai ba dira thoi chir dirng dé mudi, mudi hai
daa lam qi.

Vi vay, voi thoi gian co trong tay va voi ki€n thirc hoc duoc
tlr sach v& - cac kién thirc khac chac cac ban khong thiéu, boi
li do cac ban dén truong dai hoc la dé duwoc gido duc - chac
chan cac ban sé dan than vao mot chang durdng khac cla su
nghiép rat dai, rat khé nhoc va rait m& mit cia minh. Ca nghin
ngoi but da goi y cac ban nén lam gi va vach ra anh hudng
clia né sé nhu thé nao. Riéng toi, téi phai thd nhan 1a dé nghi
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cla toi co6 1& kha huyén hodc, rang tdi rit mudn cac ban chon
con duong van hoc.

Trong llc trinh bay bai néi chuyén nay, toi da ké cac ban
nghe cau chuyén Shakespeare co cO em gai; nhung toi khong
cat cong di tim ki€m tén co trong sach tiéu st cac nha tho do

Sir Sidney Lee[96] bién soan lam gi. C6 chét tré l1am - thuong
thay, va c6 chua bao gio viét mot chit nao. Md ¢6 nam noi
tram xe buyt bay gi®, doi dién khu Elephant va Castle. Téi tin
la nha nit thi si chua bao gi¢ vie't mot chir nao va than xac
chdn noi nga tu dudng cai dé van con séng. C6 sdng trong
t6i, trong cac ban, va trong nhiéu phu nit khac khéng c6 mat
& ddy toi nay, bdi ho phai lo rira bat dia va ru con ngu. Nhung
cd van séng; bdi nhitng thi si Ién khéng chét; ho tiép tuc hién
hiru mai; chi can c6 co hdi 1a ho tré thanh xuong thit di ding
gilra chung ta. T6i nghi co hoi nay glo day dang den trong
tam tay cac ban. B&i tdi tin rang néu chidng ta song thém
chirng thé ky nita - tdi dang no6i vé cudc doi chung, cudc doi
that ch khong phai nhitng cudéc doi bé nho riéng lé ma
chdng ta séng nhu nhirng ca nhan - va c6 nim tram bang moi
nam coéng thém cin phong riéng; néu ching ta cé tu do va
can dam viét chinh xac nhirng gi ching ta suy nghi; néu
ching ta thoat khdi cin phong khach trong nha va nhin thay
nhan loai ti€p xuc véi hién thuc, chit khong phai gitra ho voi
nhau; va bau troi, cdy coi hodc bat ki thir gi tuoi dep; néu
chung ta vat lai sau Iung con ngodo 6p cua Milton, boi da la
con ngudi thi khdong nén che mat chiu cdnh mu loa; néu
ching ta d6i dién v&i thuc tai, bdi né 1a thuc tai va khong co
canh tay nao cho chdng ta bam viu, ching ta phai moét minh
lén dudng, quan hé cua ching ta la quan hé véi thé& gigi cla
hién thuc chir khong phal thé gidi cua dan 6ng va dan ba. Chi
nhu thé, co héi méi dén va nha tho nam dudi mo sau, ngum
em gdi cla Shakespeare, m&i c6 thé séng day. Vé lai doi séng
cd tr doi séng nhirng ngudi vo danh di trwdc, nhu anh ¢6 lam
trudc thoi cha cd, cd sé hodi sinh. Chang ta dirng mong cé
chuyén co6 song lai va lam tho néu ching ta khéng chuan bi,
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khéng cé6 mdt phan no luc va khdng cé nhitng quyét tim tu
phla chung ta, b&i do 1a diéu khéng the Nhung toi qua quyét
co sé trd lai néu ching ta don moi no luc cho co, vaNneu duoc
nhu thé thi du trong nghéo khé va tdi tdm, né van la diéu
dang gia.
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Nién biéu tom tat vé cudc doi va tac pham
cua Virginia Woolf

1882

Adeline Virginia Stephen ra doi ngay 25 thang Mot, tai
London, con gai Leslie Stephen, mét chinh khach, nha phé
binh van hoc va Julia Duckworth Stephen (Julia Jackson
Duckworth, mét trong nhitng ngudi tao dung nén Nha xuat
ban Duckworth). Cha cua Vlrglma c6 mot nguoi con gai rleng
mac bénh loan tri va me cla Virginia ¢6 ba ngudi con riéng.
Ho cung nhau c6 thém bén ngudi con la: Vanessa, Julian
Thoby, Virginia va Adrian. Virginia cung cac anh chi em duoc
b6 me day tai nha ch khéong dén trudng.

1895

Julia Stephen qua doi; Leslie Stephen dé tang ba mét thoi
gian dai; Virginia bi chan déng tam ly dir in sau su kién nay.
Stella Duckworth, em gai Julia, thay chi diéu hanh cong vié;c
gia dinh cua chi, va tri hodn hén nhan cua ban than cho dén
khi c6 chau gai Vanessa du khon I&n dé ganh vac viéc nha.

1897

Stella Duckworth két hén, mang bau va qua doi.

1902

Leslie Stephen duoc phong tuwdc hiép si.

1904-1905

Sir Leslie Stephen qua dm nam 1904. Virginia chiu thém
mot con chan déng tam ly, c6 gang tu sat bang cach nhay qua
clra sO. Vanessa, Thoby, Virginia va Adrian chuyen t&i
Bloomsbury Virginia xuat ban nhirng tiéu luan dau tién va sau
d6 tré thanh nguoi diém sach thuong xuyén cho to Times
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Literary Supplement. Ba cling gidng day tai cac |&p hoc buédi
toi cho nam nir cdbng nhan.

1906

B6n anh chi em Virginia di du lich dén Hy Lap, tai day
Vanessa va Thoby bi 6m; Thoby qua doi & tudi 26 vi bénh
thuong han.

1907

Vanessa Stephen két hén véi nha phé binh Clive Bell.
Virginia va Adrian & chung phong gan gia dinh Bell.

1910

Trién 1am hau-An tugng dau tién duwoc mot ngudi ban cla
Virginia, nha phé binh va nghlen ciru lich su nghe thuat Roger
Fry t& chlc. Virginia sau nay da viét rang “vao khoang thang
12 ndm 1910, dic tinh cla con ngudi di thay doi”. “Nhém
Bloomsbury” duoc tdp hop dan dan v&i nhirng thanh vién nhu
Lytton Strachey, Roger Fry, Duncan Grant, Desmond
MacCarthy, John Maynard Keynes va E. M. Forster.

1912-1915

Virginia Stephen ké&t hon véi Leonard Woolf vao ngay 10
thang 8 ndm 1912. Ba trdi qua con tran dong tam ly thi ba,
kéo dai ba ndm lién sau dé. Trong khoang thoi gian nay, ba
hoan thanh cuén tiéu thuyét The Voyage Out (Chuyén du lich
xa, tirng c6 tén ban dau la Melymbrosia), nhung viéc xuat ban
cudn sach bi dirng lai vi chién tranh bung n6 vao ngay 4 thang
8 ndm 1914. Pén nam 1915, cudn sach duoc xuit ban bdi
nguoi anh cung me khac cha cda Virginia la Gerald
Duckworth. Ba bat dau viét nhat ky.

1917

Vo chong Woolf mua lai mdt xudng in va thanh 1ap Nha
xuat ban Hogarth Press. Sau nay, day la noi xuat ban cac tac
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pham cda T. S. Eliot, Katherine Mansfield, Freud, Gorky va
toan bo cac tac pham cua Woolf.

1918
Chién tranh két thic vao ngay 11 thang 11.
1919

Xuat ban cuén tiéu thuyét Night and Day (Bém va Ngay), tai
Nha xuat ban cia Gerald Duckworth; va tuyén tap cdc truyén
ngan tai Nha xuat ban Hogarth Press.

1921

Xuat ban Monday or Tuesday (Thit Hai hay thir Ba), mot
tr,uyén vura, tai Nbé xuat bén\Hogarth Press. Tu thoi di,ém nay,
tat ca cac tac pham cua ba déu do Nha Hogarth Press an hanh.

1922
Xuat ban Jacob’s Room (Can phdng cua Jacob).
1925

Xuat ban Mrs Dalloway (Ba Dalloway) va The Common
Reader (Ngudi doc phd thong), tap cac tiéu ludn. Nha xuat ban
Hogarth Press chuyén ti Richmond dén London.

1927
Xuat ban To the Lighthouse (Vé phia ngon hai dang).
1928

Xuat ban Orlando, mot cudn tiéu thuyét “tiéu si” vé mot
nguoi ban cia Woolf, Vita Sackville-West.

1929

Xuat ban cudn tiéu luan dai vé nir quyén, A Room of One’s
Own (Can phong riéng).

1931
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Xuat ban The Waves (Nhitng con séng).
1932

Xuat ban The Common Reader: Second Series (Ngudi doc
pho thong: Loat bai thi hai).

1933

Xuat ban Flush (Con phan khich dét ngot), “tiéu si” cla mot
nguoi ham mo cho Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861,
nt nha tho thoi Victoria).

1935

San xuit v& Freshwater (Nuéc ngot), mot v& hai kich ba hoi
cho ban be.

1937

)fua“l't ban The Years (Nhirng nam thang). Chau trai Julian Bell
chét trong NOi chién Tay Ban Nha.

1938

Xuat ban cudn tiéu luan vé hoa binh va nit quyén, Three
Guineas (Ba dong Guinea).

1939

Chién tranh thé gidi lai nd ra vao ngay 3 thang 9, vo chdng
Woolf du dinh tu sat néu nudc Anh bi xam chiém.

1940

Xuat ban Roger Fry: A Biography (Roger Fry: Tiéu st). Hoan
thién kich ban v& Between the Acts (Gilta nhitng hdi kich).
Trong sudt thoi gian chién tranh tai Anh, London bi bom dan
pha huy.

1941

Trong mdt con chan ddong tam ly, ndi so hidi dang day,
Virginia Woolf da b6 day da vao tli va gieo minh xuéng dong
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River Ouse vao ngay 28 thang 3, dé lai thu tuyét ménh cho
chong va chi ga| Leonard xuit ban mot so truyén ngan tieu
luan, thu tlr cung nhat ky con lai cha vo, cing mot vai hoi ky

vé cudc sdng cla hai ngudi.
1960
Leonard Woolf qua do:i.
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TU SACH TINH HOA TRI THUC THE GIOI

Pa xuat ban:

Roland Barthes: Nhing huyén thoai

Gustave le Bon: Tam ly hoc dam déng

John Dewey: Dan chu va gido duc

Denis Diderot: Chau 6ng Rameau

Albert Einstein: Thé gidi nhu téi thiy

Carl Jung: Tham do tiém thirc

Immanuel Kant: Phé phdan nang luc phan doan
Immanuel Kant: Phé phan ly tinh thuc hanh
Thomas Kuhn: C4u triic cdc cubc cdch mang khoa hoc
John Locke: Khdo ludn thi hai vé chinh quyén
Francois Lyotard: Hoan cdnh hdu hién dai
John Stuart Mill: Ban vé tu do

John Stuart Mill: Chinh thé dai dién
Plato-Xenophon: Socrates tw bién

Plutarque: Nhirng cudc doi song hanh (tap 1)
Alexis de Tocqueville: Nén dan tri My (2 tdp)

Max Weber: Nén dao dirc Tin lanh va Tinh than cda chu
nghia tu ban

Voltaire: Candide - Chang Ngay Tho
Virginia Woolf: Can phong riéng

Sap xuat ban:
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John Rawls: Ly thuyét céng bang

Claude Lévi - Strauss: Nhiét déi bubn

P. Teilhard de Chardin: Hién tuong nhan sinh
Aristotle: Chinh tri
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Chu thich

[1] Fanny Bumey (1752 1840) nha van nir ngu’crl Anh, tu
hoc va viét tir sém, gom nhiéu thé loai: tiéu thuyét, kich, nhat
ki, noOi dung tdic pham hudng dén mot cau héi 16n 1a dia vi
chlnh tri cia ngudi phu nir trong xa hoi trong nam khinh nit.

[2] Jane Austen (1775-1817), nha van nir ngu’ou Anh, viét
thO’ truyén ngan, tiéu thuyét..., ndi tiéng vdi cac nhan vat phu
nttr dwoc goi la “anh hung” vm sy tu chd, kiéu hanh, dam
chdng déi xa hoi phong kién ha khac. Tac phé{m noi tié'ng cla
ba |a Kiéu hdnh va dinh kién.

E Ba chi em nha van nitr nguoi Anh Charlotte Bronté (1816-
1855), Emily Bronté (1818-1848), Anne Bronté (1820-1848),
la nhitng phu nit ddm chéng déi dinh kién cta xd hoi dé viét
van va dé lai nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét néi tiéng cho nén vin
hoc Anh nhu: D6i gié hd, Jane Erye...

[4] Nancy Mitford (1904-1973), nha van nit nguoi Anh, la
mot trong nhirng guong mat tre sang choi cua xa hoi Anh
nhitng ndm chién tranh, noi tleng voi loat tleu thuyet viét ve
gidi thwong luvu Anh, Phap va nhitng cudn tiéu s duwoc xuat
ban tlr sau nam 1945.

[5] 2>° Geogre Eliot (1819-1880), nha van nir nguoi Anh, la mot
trong nhirng t|eu thuyet gia dau dan thoi Victoria, dung but
danh nam dé chic chin tic phidm cda minh duoc doc moét
cach nghiém tuc.

6] Elizabeth Gaskell (1810-1865), nha van nir ngu’on Anh
thoi Victoria, viét tiéu thuyét va truyén ngan, 1a ngudi viét tiéu
sir cia Charlotte Bronté.
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ﬂ Oxbridge la cai tén hop nhat cla hai trudng dai hoc lau
doi va danh tiéng nhat ¢ Anh 1a Oxford va Cambridge xuat
phat tir dac diém chung gilra hai truong.

[8] Charles Lamb (1773-1834), nha van, nha phé binh ngudi
Anh viét tiéu thuyét cting chi gai cia minh 1a Mary Lamb (1764
- 1847).

[9] William Makepeace Thackery (1811-1863), nha van Anh,
noi tleng v&i nhitng tac pham trao phung, dac biét la cubn Hoi

cho pht hoa, mot birc tranh dién hinh vé xa hoi Anh thé ky
XIX.

ﬂ Max Beerbohm (1872 -1936), nha van, nha tho trao
phiing, nha biém hoa ngudi Anh. Tac pham néi tiéng 1a nhirng
cudn, A Christ mas Garland (Vong hoa Giang Sinh), Seven Men
(Bay nguoi dan 6ng), va tiéu thuyét Zuleika Dobson.

[11] L=~ John Milton (1608-1674), nha tho thién tai ngum Anh,
du’crc danh gia ch| dung sau Shakespear, noi tleng vOi the
trudng ca, tiéu biéu 1a tdc pham Thién duong tim thdy.

1121 T4¢ phdm cla John Milton viét vao nim 1638.

131 Tac phdm The History of Henry Esmond (Lich sir cla
Henry Esmond - 1852), cuon tiéu thuyét viét theo phong cach
thé ky XVIII cia W. M. Thackery.

[14] Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892), la mot trong nhu’ng nha
tho ndi tleng cua Anh, tung duoc glal thuang tho cua cua
Vuong quéc Anh, viét tho dua trén cai nén cua than thoai co.

,[1_5] Christina Rossetti (1830-1894), nha tho nir nguoi Anh,
viét nhiéu loai tho khac nhau: tho lang man, tho ton giao, tho
thiéu nhi.

116] “Chang téi duoc cho hay la chi it phai quyén 30.000
bang... D6 khong phai la khoan tién I&n néu biét tiéen nay
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duoc dung cho ngon trudng c6 mot khong hai trén toan thé
Anh quoc, Ireland va cac thudc dia, va néu biét quyén nhirng
khoan tién cuc I&n cho trudng nam sinh vién la chuyén chang
khé khan ti nao. Nhung néu biét chang may ai that su muon
dan ba di hoc thi d6 1a khoan tién rat 1&n.” - Trich Lady
Stephen, Cuéc doi cua Emily Davies.

@ Di nhit tirng xu mot dé danh cho viéc xay trudng, con
cac tién nghi thi phai doi thoéi. - Trich R. Strachey, Nguyén
nhan.

18] Jane de La Bruyére (1645 - 1696), nha luan li hoc, phé
binh van hoc ngudi Phap.

[19] Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), mot trong nhirng nhan
vat van hoc duoc biét dén nhiéu nhat 0’ Anh, la nha phé binh,
li luan van hoc, nha tho, ngucrl viét tiéu su, blen soan tir dién,
c6 nhiéu cau cach ngén noi tiéng.

[20] Samuel Butler (1835-1902), nha vdn Anh, noi tiéng Vi
tac pham tho trao phung Erewhon va mot cudn tiéu thuyét
xuat ban sau khi 6ng qua doi The way of all flesh.

@Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832), nha van Blc
viét & nhiéu linh vuc: tho, kich, van hoc, than hoc, chi nghia
nhan van, khoa hoc, kiét tac cua 6ng duoc ngoi ca la dinh cao
cua van hoc nhan loai la kich tho Faust.

@ Benito Mussolini (1883-1945), chinh tri gia ngudi Y,
linh tu cla chid nghia phat xit trén toan thé gigi va duoc tin
nhiém |a nhan vit m& ra con dudng théng tri cda chi nghia
phat xit.

[23] Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), nha tam i hoc nguoi Ao,
sang tao ra bo mon Phan tam hoc, phat hién vé cai vo thuc
trong cau truc tam li con nguoi.
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@ Austen Chamberlain (1863-1937), chinh tri gia Anh,
duoc trao tang giai Nobel Hoa binh nam 1925.

@ George Romney (1734-1802), hoa si ngudi Anh,
chuyén vé chan dung va phong canh lich su.

[26] Rebecca West (1892-1983), nha vin nir ngudi Anh, viét
tiéu thuyét, phé binh vin hoc va viét bao, I3 mét phong cach
van xubi |&n cha Anh va |a mot trong sé nhitng tri thirc theo
chd nghia nam nit binh quyén thé ky XX.

@ Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), nguoi lanh dao,quén
doi va nha nudc Phap, nhan vat co6 sy tac dong to I&n dén lich
st chau Au hién dai.

@ George Macaulay Trevelyan (1876-1962), si gia hguoi
Anh.

[29] Geoffrey Chaucer (1343-1400), nha van, triét gia, nha
ngoai giao, nha tho cta van hoc c6 dién Anh, thuong duoc
xem la cha dé cua van hoc Anh.

130] “p3y van Ia su kién la lung va gan nhu khéng gidi thich
ndi. D6 thi cla Athena noi phu nit bi ha hlép phai song klép
toi doi nhu con & lai c6 thé dung nhirng v& kich trong dé cac
nhan vat nit nhu Clytemnestra, Cassandra, Atossa, Antlgone
Phédre, Medea va nhiéu bac anh thu tiét liét khéc, tir v& nay
sang v& kia, hoan toan khong ché Euripides, "ké ghét b dan
ba.” Nhung su nghich li trong thé gidi nay - su kién ngudi
dan ba tiét hanh chang bao gio dam chuong mat moét minh ra
duong nhumg trén san khau thi td ra hon hodc chi it bang
nguoi dan 6ng - chua bao gio duoc giai thich thoa dang. Kich
hién dai cling twong tu nhu thé, nhan vat nit van 1a ké khéng
ché. Du sao ching nira, chi can duyét so qua cac tac pham cla
Shakespeare (tuvong tu nhu véi Webster, chir khong phai
Marlowe hodc Jonson) la thdy ngay su khong ché nay, tinh
cach tién phong cua phu ni, lién tuc tr Rosalind dén Lady

135



Macbeth. Tac pham cua Racine ciing thé; sau kich ban trong
s6 nhirng trudc tac cta dng l1ay nhan dé |13 tén cac bac anh thu
trong kich; va ching ta biét l1ay tén cac nhan vat nam nao day
dé d6i dau vdi Hermione, Andromaque, Berenice, Roxane,
Phédre, va Athalie? Kich cda Ibsen ciing thé, ai la ngudi nam
tuwong xirng vai Solveig, Nora, Heda, Hilda Wangel, va Rebecca
West day?” - Trich F. L. Lucas, Bi kich, trang 114-15.]

1311 joanna Baillie (1762-1851), nit thi si kiém kich tac gia
nguoi Scotland.

132] Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), thi hao Mi, ciing viét
truyén ngan, lam bao, viét phé binh, mo6t trong nhirng nha van
nha tho gay dung Cha nghia Lang man & Mi,

1331 Ovid (43 truéc CN - 17 sau CN), Virgil (70 truéc CN -
19 trudc CN) Horace (65 trudc CN - 8 trudc CN), la ba nha
tho kinh dién cda La Ma co6 dai.

1341 Robert Burns (1759-1796), nha tho trit tinh, than
tvong cua dan toc Scotland, viét bang tiéng Anh va phuong
nglr Scotland.

@ Edward Marlborough Fitzgerald (1809-1883), nha tho,
dich gia nguoi Anh.

@ But danh cua Charlotte Bronté.

@ George Sand (1804-1876), nha van nlr nguoi Phap, viét
tiéu thuyét, kich va theo chd nghia nam nir binh quyén.

@ Pericles (495-429 TCN) nha t(ié't gia, chinh khéch, nha
hung bién xuat ching, 10i lac va cé tam anh hudng rat I&n clia
Hi Lap.

@ Jean - Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), nha triét hoc,
nha vdn, nha soan nhac ngud¢i Phdp, nhan vat chinh cua cha
nghia Khai sang thé ky XVIII, triét thuyét vé chinh tri cia 6ng
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c6 anh hudng 16n dén cudc Cach mang Phap va su phat trién
cua li luan vé tu do, vé Cha nghia Xa hoi.

@ Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), nha van trao phung, nha
phé binh, nha s hoc ngudi Scotland, su nghiép c6 tam anh
hudng rat lon thoi Victoria, viét 3 tdp cudn The French
Revolution, a History (CAch mang Phap, mot lich sit - 1837).

[41] Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880), nha van Phap, duoc coi
la mot trong nhirng nha van 1on nhat clla phuong Tay, noi
tiéng v&i cudn tiéu thuyét dau tay Ba Bovary (1857) va phong
cach tuyét doi trung thanh vai hién thuec.

[4_2]John Keats (1795-1821), mdt trong nhitng nha tho ti€u
biéu cia dong van hoc lang man Anh.

1431 Lord Birkenhead (1872-1930), nha chinh khéach va luat
gia cua phai bao thu dau thé ky XX.

@ William Ralph Inge (1860-1954), nha van Anh, linh muc
thuoc giao phai Anh, va la giao su khoa than hoc Pai hoc
Cambridge

@ Oscar Browning (1837-1923), nha van, nha s hoc va
nha cai cach gido duc nguoi Anh.

@ Germaine Tailleferre (1892-1983), nha soan nhac nguoi
Phap, thanh vién nitr duy nhat cda nhom nhac noi tiéng Les
Six.

147] Mot cude thdm do nén 4m nhac duong dai, Cecil Gray,
tr. 246.

@ Lord Granville Luveson-Gower (1773-1846), chinh
khach cia Dang Tu do, nha ngoai giao nguoi Anh.

[49] Florence Nightingale (1820-1910), nir y ta dau tién, nha
van, nha thong ké hoc nguoi Anh.
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@ Xin doc thém Cassandra cua Florence Nightingale, in
trong quyén Nguyén nhan cua R. Strachey.

I51] john Donne (1572-1631), nha thuyét phap, nha tho
Anh thubc phai Jacobin, dai dién tiéu biéu cho giai doan tho
triru twong.

@ Benjamin Jonson (1572-1637), nha nha tho, nha viét
kich va dién vién kich nguoi Anh thoi Phuc Hung, cung thoi
vOi Shakespeare.

[53] Anne Kingsmill Finch (1661-1715), mot trong nhirng
nha tho nit nguoi Anh dau tién xuat ban tho cia minh. Tho ba
viét vé nhitng dleu tai nghe mat thay va trai nghiém cla ban
than v&i mot niém tin trong sang.

@ Alexander Pope (1688-1744), nha tho I6n cla Anh thé
ky XVIII, viét tho trao phing, 1a mot trong ba nha tho dugc
trich dan nhiéu nhat & Anh (sau Shakespeare va Tennyson).

@ John Gay (1685-1732), nha tho, nha soan kich nguoi
Anh, kich ban noi tiéng nhat la v& The Beggar’s Opera viét
nam 1728, mot vo kich trao phung.

@ Sir Samuel Egerton Brydges (1762-1837), nha suu tam
thu muc, nha pha hé hoc ngudi Anh.

[57] Margaret Cavendish (1623-1673), cOng nuong quy toc,
nha vin ngudi Anh viét nhiéu tac pham.

@ Dorothy Osborne (1627-1695), nha van nit nguoi Anh,
tdc pham cua ba la nhirng bic thu tinh.

1591 Aphra Behn (1640-1689), nha viét kich, nha vin c6 but
luc doi dao, la mdt trong nhitng nha van nir chuyén nghiép
dau tién cta Anh, cudn hut ngudi doc véi thé loai tiu thuyét
tinh yéu.
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1601 Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593), nha viét kich, nha
tho, dich gia nguoi Anh, la tac gia bi kich 1oi lac thoi
Elizabeth, trwdc Shakespeare.

@ Elizabeth Carter (1717-1806), nha vian, nha tho co
dién, nha bién dich ngudi Anh, 1a thanh vién xuit chidng va
uyén bac cua phong trao Bluestocking - mot phong trao xa
hoi va gido duc cta phu nitr Anh thé& ky XVIII.

162 Hoj ki cha Jane Austen, viét bdi chau trai cda ba, James
Edward Austen-Leigh.

@ Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy (1828-1910), nha van Nga,
dugc ton vinh la mot trong nhirng tiéu thuyét gia Ion nhat thé
gidi v&i kiét tac Chién tranh va hoa binh.

[64] Sir samuel Fgerton Brydges (1762-1837), nha pha hé
hoc nha vin da phong cach, ndi tiéng vdi thé tho sonnet.

165] “[B3] ¢6 muc dich siéu hinh, d6 1a nbi 4&m anh nguy
hiém, nhat 1a voi dan ba, bdi it khi nao dan ba s& hiru long
dam mé manh mé khoa hung bién nhu dan 6ng. No la khuyet
diém la lung noi pha| nir ma cac dac tinh khac déu so dang
hon, vat chat hon.” - Trich Tiéu chudn mdi, thang 6 nam
1928.

@ “Nhu ngudi phéng vién bao chi, néu ban tin nha van nir
chi nén mang hoai bao dat dén chan thién mi bang cach can
dam cong nhan su yéu kém cua glm phai minh (Jane Austen
chirng to cho thay ngudi ta van c6 thé thuc hién hanh vi nay
mot cach that cao nhi)...” - Trich Poi séng va vdn chuong,
thang 8 nam 1928.

[67] Thomas Browne (1605-1682), nha van ngu’m Anh, vOi
nhu’ng tic pham pho dién kién thic sau rong clla 6ng vé
nhiéu Iinh vuc khac nhau nhu: y hoc, tén gido, khoa hoc va
nhirng kién thirc bi truyén.
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[68] William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1863), tiéu thuyét
g|a cua chu nghia hién thuc phé phan Anh thé ky XIX, dac biét
ndi tiéng vdi tac pham Vanity Fair (H6i cho phu hoa) - birc
tranh toan canh xa hoi Anh duong thoi.

[69] John Henry Newman (1801-1890), ngurcn cai dao tu
giao pha| Anh, theo dao Co déc giao La Md c6 va sau nay tro
thanh Hong y gido chd, viét nhiéu cuén sach c6 anh huédng
l&n.

701 | aurence Sterne (1713-1768), tieu thuyét gia nguoi
Anh, giao si giao phai Anh, noi tieng v&i nhirng tiéu thuyeét
nhu: The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy Gentleman...

@ Charles Dickens (1812-1870), tiéu thuyét gia hién thuc

ngudi Anh, ciing l1a ngudi dan than vao xa hdi mét cach manh
me.

@ Thomas de Quincey (1785-1859), nha van, tri gia noi
tiéng ngudi Anh.

1731 Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850), ti€u thuyét gia hién
thuc, nha viét kich ngudi Phap, tac pham I6n cua éng bao
gom chudi tiép noi gan 100 tiéu thuyét va kich.

1741 Eward Gibbon (1737-1794), sir gia ngudi Anh.

175 jane Ellen Harrison (1850-1928), nha khao ¢6 hoc Anh,
nguoi theo thuyét nam nir binh quyén.

@ Vernon Lee (1856-1935), nha vdn nitr Anh, viét tho, tiéu
luan va dac biét [a noi tiéng v&i sang tac co tinh chat siéu
nhién, gia tuwdng.

1771 Gertrude Bell (1868-1926), nha vin Anh, nha khao 6
hoc, nha phan tich va quan li chinh tri nguoi Anh & Ba Tu.
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@ Sir Chartres Biron: Tham phan ngudi Anh, duwoc nhac
dén & day vi da ra phan quyét thu hoi va tiéu huy tic pham
tieu thuyét The Well of Loneliness cGia nha van nir Radclyffe
Hall (1880-1943) vi theo 6ng cudn sach nay cé ndi dung dong
tinh luyén ai.

@ Marcel Proust (1871-1922), nha van, nha phé binh, li

ludn van hoc ngudi Phap, noi tiéng véi cudn tiéu thuyét viét
theo dong y thirc i tim thoi gian da mat.

[80] john Burke (1787-1848), nha pha hé hoc ngudi Ireland,
|lap ra Burke’s Peerage, cuén danh sach quy téc.

@John Debrett (1753-1822), & day “Debrett” ndi dén nha
xuat ban cua Debrett, xuat ban cudn pha hé danh sach quy
toc la doi tha véi cudn cua John Burke.

@ Evelyn Whitaker (1857-1903), nir tiéu thuyét gia nguoi
Anh, phong cach “ré rang, tu nhién va chinh xac”.

1831 william Cowper (1731-1800), nha tho Anh, ngudi soan
thanh ca, mdt trong nhitng nha tho néi tiéng duong thoi, thay
do6i tho gido hudn thé ky XVIIl bang 16i tho tu nhién viét vé
cudc sdng va phong canh lang qué nuéc Anh.

[84] percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822), nha tho ldng man
Anh.

E,Voltaire (1694-1778) nha van, nha li lun, nha than hoc
va triét gia cta chu nghia Khai sang Phap.

@ Sir William Joynson Hicks (1865-1932): nha quy toc
Anh, tlr tudc Brentford.

@ Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834), nha tho, nha
phé binh, triét gia ngudi Anh, moét trong nhirng nguo¢i sang
|lap trao luu lang man Anh.
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[88] phong trao Suffrage doi hdi quyén dau phiéu cho phu
nit gay su phan hoa tram trong, nhat la & Anh quoc.

189 John Galsworthy (1867-1933), tiéu thuyét gia, kich gia
nguoi Anh, doat gidi Nobel van chuong nam 1932.

1901 Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), nha vin, nha tho néi
tiéng nguoi Anh cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX.

@ Trich Nghé thudt viét vdn cua Sir Auther Thomas
Quiller-Couch (1863-1944), nha van xt Cormvall.

% Sappho (630 trudc CN - 612 trwdc CN), nha tho nir cia
Hi Lap c6 dai.

1931 Murasaki Shikibu (973-1014 hodc 1025), nit nha tho,
tiéu thuyét gia Nhat Ban.

194] gjy Archibald Bodkin (1862-1957): Luat gia Anh, chu
tich Cong to vién, ndi tiéng v&i nhitng vu nghiém cam sach
bao ma 6ng cho la vi pham thuan phong mi tuc.

1951 Quyén st ngdn vé dan ba, cda John Langdon Davies
(1897-1971), nha van, nha bao nguoi Anh.

196] Sidney Lee (1859 - 1926), nha phé binh, nha viét tiéu
sir nguoi Anh.,
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Nién biéu tém tat vé cudc doi va tdc pham cua Virginia Woolf
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